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Chicago is the 3rd most congested 
city in the country. Congestion costs 

Chicago billions of dollars annually. All 
transportation modes - air, water, rail and 
truck - converge in Chicago. Chicago’s 
transportation network is its most valu-
able asset. Chicago is and has been the 
transportation hub of the country.
If you attended “Making the Chicago 
Region More Competitive in the Global 

tation costs while Anthony M. Pagano, 
Director of the Center for Supply Chain 
Management and Logistics, addressed 
the audience before the breakout ses-
sions. Kazuya Kawamura, associate di-
rector for the Center for Supply Chain 
Management, moderated a session on 
freight development. The diversity of 
participants underlines the broad net that 
is cast when collecting key stakeholders 

in the preservation of Chicago’s trans-
portation network. The complexity of 
Chicago’s transportation infrastructure 
was reflected in the variety of public and 
private entities represented at the forum.

Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce 
President and CEO, Gerald J. Roper, put 
the transportation infrastructure center 
stage when he called it Chicago’s most 
valuable asset for maintaining its com-
petitive edge. From these opening re-
marks to the end of the day it was appar-
ent that there is momentum for change 
in how this valuable asset is to be man-
aged.

Mr. Roper called for those present to 
“take charge of our future.” Several times 
throughout the day there was a palpable 
urgency for innovative answers that did 
not simply rely on more government 
funding. Public-private partnerships, 
market forces and new technologies all 

hold considerable promise for providing 
innovative answers.
Keynote presentations spelled out the 
need for public agencies to provide clear 
and focused leadership. This leadership 
is needed to guide the large and diverse 
interests that are inherent to public-pri-
vate partnerships, especially when they 
involve as many stakeholders as are re-
quired for meeting the freight infrastruc-
ture needs. Additionally, because public 
agency partners are responsible to the 
public for the funds they spend, they 
need to prove that they are responsible 
stewards of the public’s investment. This 
point was especially true for the Chicago 
Region Environmental and Transpor-
tation Efficiency Program (CREATE). 
With a $ 1.5 billion budget, it has po-
tential for tangible benefits, but if used 
ineffectively, could sour both public and 
private investments in public-private 
partnerships.
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Supply Chain: A Forum for the Region’s 
Business, Government & Freight Indus-
try Leaders” those were the facts that 
you heard. Facts that lead you to the all 
important question of the conference; 
“Will Chicago continue to be the trans-
portation hub of the country, or will this 
distinction fall to another less congested 
city?”

The Forum was sponsored by the follow-
ing organizations: The Center for Sup-
ply Chain Management and Logistics, 
a new research center at UIC, Chicago 
Metropolis 2020, Chicagoland Chamber 
of Commerce, the Urban Transportation 
Center, and World Business Chicago.

The Urban Transportation Center was 
well represented by faculty and students, 
who performed a variety of tasks from 
moderating sessions to supplying tech-
nical assistance and reporting. Joseph 
DiJohn moderated a session on transpor-
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In Spring 2006, several UTC RAs gradu-
ated including Liao Guo, Tim Gustafson, 

Kristen Hoschouer, Sonali Tandon and 
Leonor Vanik. A total of seven master’s 
students and two Ph.D.s graduated during 
the 2005-2006 academic year. While the 
faculty were busy with theses defense and 
the end-of-the semester grading crunch, we 
did have time to enjoy graduation day on 
May 6. 

Summer 2006 was also a very busy time. While the Chicago summer was 
slowly picking up steam, many of us were buried in papers and grant pro-
posals and the start of the Fall 2006 semester almost took us by surprise. 

It is now almost three months since the new semester started. We have sev-
eral new research assistants in the Center who are already busy working 
on grants with their faculty supervisors. It was also good to welcome the 
continuing research assistants, some of whom interned with agencies and 
firms during the summer.

We kicked off UTC’s George Krambles Scholarship Program with a Chica-
go Transit Authority (CTA) El tour on September 30. The winner of UTC’s 
2006 George Krambles Scholarship is Yong-Ping Zhang, doctoral candidate 
in the Civil and Materials Engineering program and UTC research assistant. 
The two runner-ups were Nick Christensen and Erica Interrante, Master of 
Urban Planning and Policy students. Congratulations to all! You will find 
more information on these exciting activities in this issue of the Connec-
tor.

UTC’s research achievements during the last year are worth a mention here. 
UTC faculty and research staff published (or have scheduled for publica-
tion) fourteen papers in refereed journals and forty papers in conference 
proceedings in the last academic year. This is a very significant level of 
output given UTC’s modest size, and I have no doubt that the center will 
continue to be highly productive this coming year in terms of research, ser-
vice and technical assistance.

Warm regards,

Vonu Thakuriah
Interim Director
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First UIC Krambles 
Scholarship Winners

The 2006 UIC George Krambles 
Transportation Scholarship Awards 

were announced at the CTA fund raising 
tour on September 30. The scholarship is 
named after George Krambles, the for-
mer Executive Director of the Chicago 
Transit Authority. He served the region’s 
transit system for 43 years starting with 
the Chicago Rapid Transit Company in 
1937. George graduated from the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign 
and was a friend of the Urban Transpor-
tation Center at UIC. He passed away in 
1999 but the scholarships continue his 
legacy into the 21st century.

visor, Prof. Kawamura stated in his letter 
of recommendation: “Mr. Christensen is 
one of the most versatile students I have 
advised.”
CUPPA and UTC are very proud of these 
students and look forward to their future 
success in the world of public transporta-
tion.

Krambles Fundraising 
Tour

The Krambles Tour was a ride through 
Chicago’s transit history. On Sat-

urday, September 30th about 50 people 
climbed aboard a charter train for the in-
augural fund raising event for the George 
Krambles scholarship fund. The event 
was equal part celebration of Krambles 
(a graduate of the University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign, former Executive 
Director of the CTA and friend of the Ur-
ban Transportation Center) and celebra-
tion of Chicago transit’s past and pres-
ent. With a route that traveled the CTA’s 
green, red, yellow, pink, and purple lines 
(including the newly restored Paulina 
Connector through the Illinois Medical 
District) the tour provided insight and 
background on the transit spine that con-
nects the city and its region, and offered 
a rare opportunity to enjoy the experi-
ence of the transit journey as an event 
unto itself.
The tour began at the Harlem and Lake 
station in Oak Park aboard a charter train 
comprised of series 3200, 2600 and 2400 
cars, representing many of the cars cur-
rently in CTA revenue service. Chicago’s 
transit history was detailed by tour narra-
tor Mike Shiffer (vice president of plan-
ning at CTA and associate professor of 
urban planning and policy at UIC), who 
was ably assisted by transit authorities 
Bruce Moffat, Graham Garfield, and 
Bruce Nelson (General Manager of Rail 
Operations for the CTA). Event attend-
ees included President of the Krambles 
Scholarship Fund Norman Carlson, CTA 
staff, current and former faculty and 
students of UIC’s Urban Transportation 
Center, transit aficionados, and other 
members of Chicago’s wide transporta-

tion community.
Highlights of the tour included stops at 
the Ashland and Paulina stations, among 
others, where event attendees had the 
chance to learn more about station ar-
chitecture and Chicago’s storied transit 
history. Tour narrators were well versed 
in Chicago’s regional planning past and 
present and provided anecdotes related 
to sites and neighborhoods along the 
tour. For example, participants learned 
the historic origin of the phrase “out in 
left field” from the old Neuropsychiat-
ric Institute, a mental hospital, once lo-
cated beyond left field in Chicago’s old 

The winner of the 
$1000 award is Yong-
Ping Zhang, a Ph.D 
student in the Civil and 
Materials Engineering 
Program and a research 
assistant at the Urban 
Transportation Center in the College 
of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
(CUPPA). His paper submittal is titled 
“Examining Common Distributional As-
sumptions of Travel Characteristics: An 
Exploratory Analysis Using National 
Household Travel Survey 2001.” His ad-
visor, Kouros Mohammadian, in recom-
mending Yong-Ping indicated: “I have 
been able to watch him develop into one 
of the most promising young scholars I 
have yet encountered.”
There was a tie for the second award so 
two $500 scholarships were awarded 
to Erica Interrante and Nicholas Chris-
tensen, both students in the Master’s in 
Urban Planning and Policy program in 
CUPPA. Erica’s paper is titled “Para-
transit: The Best Option for Developing 
Accessible Transportation Systems?” 
Her advisor, Kazuya Kawamura indicat-
ed: “I strongly believe in her educational 
achievement, background and tremen-
dous potential as a transportation plan-
ner…”
Nicholas Christensen, the other second 
place winner, submitted: “Public Trans-
portation Reform: South American Ideas 
for Management and Delivery.” His ad-

West Side Park. Tour participants were 
also given the opportunity to traverse 
the pedestrian bridge over the tracks at 
the Green Line’s Garfield stop, generally 
useable only by CTA personnel, which 
provided a stunning view of the Chicago 
skyline.
After a mid-day stop for lunch in Oak 
Park, the tour continued with photo op-
portunities at the Blue Line Damen sta-
tion. At a presentation at the 54th/Cer-
mak station, George Krambles’ legacy 
was shared by those who had known 
and worked with him. Numerous stories 
were told about his passion for transit and 
Chicago and his knowledge of the names 
of all of those who worked at the CTA. 
During the presentation, Dean Robin 
Hambleton of the College of Urban Plan-
ning and Public Affairs (CUPPA), UTC 
Interim Director Piyushimita (Vonu) 
Thakuriah, and Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Support Initiative (METSI) Direc-
tor Joe DiJohn announced the winners 
of the George Krambles Scholarship, 
which was established by Krambles to 
provide financial assistance to students 

Even the conductors came along for Krambles Tour



METSI Unites the Region

The Metropolitan Transportation 
Support Initative (METSI) has been 

very active in supporting regional work-
shops and summits. In August, UIC 
hosted and Joe DiJohn emceed the In-
teractive Economic Development Con-
ference on behalf of Chicago Metro-
politan Agency for Planning (CMAP). 
More than one hundred developers and 
municipal planning and economic de-
velopment officials attended the confer-
ence. In September, a summit of higher 
education in Metropolitan Chicago was 
hosted at CUPPA on behalf of the RTA’s 
“Moving Beyond Congestion.” Forty 
individuals representing nine colleges 
and universities discussed the RTA 
program, the impact on their institu-
tions and the potential for research and 
student activities supporting transit in 
the region. In November, METSI pro-
vided support for “Rail~Volution 2006: 
Building Livable Communities with 

Transit,” a national conference of over 
1,000 attendees. Joe DiJohn led a mo-
bile workshop titled “Neighborhood 
Arts and Transit” which took a national 
group on the CTA Pink Line and a tour 
of art in the Pilsen area, including a visit 
to the Mexican Fine Arts Center Mu-
seum. Also in November, METSI and 
the UTC jointly sponsored “Making 
the Chicago Region More Competitive 
in the Global Supply Chain” with the 
Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, 
World Business Chicago, the UIC Cen-
ter for Supply Chain Management and 
Logistics and Chicago Metropolis 2020. 
The event, which was held at UIC, drew 
over 200 business, logistics, freight and 
transportation planners.

TRF Exchanges Fresh 
Ideas

The Chicago Chapter of the Trans-
portation Research Forum (TRF) 

sponsored two interesting forums. In 

March, William Lenski, Manager Cor-
ridor Planning Studies at RTA led an 
interesting discussion on the Cook-Du-
Page Travel Market Analysis. This first 
step in a multi-modal corridor planning 
effort is to develop travel patterns and 
mobility issues and lay the groundwork 
for the development of suitable travel 
alternatives. In August, Gerald Rawl-
ing, Director of Operations Analysis at 
CMAP, summarized and discussed the 
recent working paper “Intermodal Vol-
umes III: Serial Measuring, Tracking 
and Anticipating Levels of Activity for 
Northeast Illinois.” He discussed how 
this was the foundation for a broader 
review of business models, logistics 
trends, forecasts of activity and the im-
plications for planners and policy mak-
ers. Both sessions resulted in an inter-
active exchange of ideas. If you wish 
to receive notices of Chapter meetings, 
please contact Joe DiJohn at (312) 996-
1458 or <joedi@uic.edu>.
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The creation of the Chicago Metropoli-
tan Agency for Planning (CMAP), which 
combines Northeastern Illinois Planning 
Commission (NIPC) and Chicago Area 
Transportation Study (CATS), improves 
the public agency’s potential for playing 
a leadership role. Chicago Metropolis 
2020 has a keen hope that CMAP will be 
able to lead the way in providing quanti-
tative measurement of freight movement 
through the development of proper per-
formance measures. This focus on quan-
titative measurement will direct invest-
ment for infrastructure improvements.
There was also a call to action from the 
private industry, asking public agencies 
to contribute to the freight infrastructure, 
in dollar values that reflect the public 
benefit of having an efficient system. This 
would require public agencies to make 
an efficient freight network in Chicago 
a national concern. The national impact 
of CREATE was emphasized repeatedly 
throughout the conference. 
Private businesses were clearly interested 
in seeing the Chicago freight industry 

To help alleviate the increasing costs 
of congestion, the U.S. Department of 
Transportation (DOT) has created a 
Congestion Initiative. This initiative re-
flects the momentum building for one of 
the more promising ideas for congestion 
mitigation. The first of the so-called four 
T’s (Tolling, Transit, Telecommuting and 
Technology) in the U.S. DOT’s Urban 
Partnership Agreements will focus on 
opening the transportation network up to 
market forces through dynamic tolling. 
Tolling, and more specifically conges-
tion pricing, will provide two important 
features: first, a direct connection be-
tween the demand of a specific roadway 
and its supply, and second, a new fund-
ing stream. Although when it is initially 
proposed congestion pricing is almost 
universally opposed, the U.S. DOT has 
documentation of success stories, both 
internationally and at home, that show 
once people experience congestion pric-
ing, public opinion shifts in its favor. 
Congestion pricing was a favorite topic 
at many of the breakout sessions and it 
was encouraging to see that private enti-
ties are also in support of pricing schemes 
that would help alleviate congestion and 
speed deliveries. 

Global Supply Chain
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improve. With representatives from 11 
different private firms, including UPS, 
Wal-Mart, CSX Corp, YRC Regional 
Transportation and BNSF railway, it was 

evident that private industry understands 
that an improvement in Chicago 
infrastructure means an improvement 
in distribution efficiencies. However, 
because business often follows the path 
of least resistance, private industry’s 
commitment to Chicago will likely be 
limited by Chicago’s ability to remain 
competitive. Currently Chicago loses 
$11 billion a year in congestion costs, 
which directly threaten Chicago’s 
competitiveness. 

Left to  right, Holly Ostdick, (McHenry Co. Council 
of Mayors), Joe DiJohn, Heidi Files (Kane Co. Dept. 
of Trans.) and Randy Blankenhorn (Exec. Dir. CMAP)


