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UTC Mission Statement 
 
The Urban Transportation Center focuses on researching evolving transportation issues 
to assist the Chicago region and Illinois stakeholders and to achieve national and 
international prominence to advance solutions for emerging transportation challenges. 

UTC Impact Statement 

Recently completed UTC research will guide the Illinois Department of Transportation in 
launching high-speed passenger rail service within the state, provide data and insight 
transit providers can use to keep infrastructure in good repair and assist urban planners 
and policymakers to make better long-range decisions when planning new residential 
and commercial developments.  Future research will help the transit industry improve 
intermodal passenger transportation, provide strategies for mitigating truck-related 
traffic congestion, enhance safety and security in metropolitan Chicago public 
transportation systems and create a “sustainable rail scorecard” that will be used to 
provide an environmental impact assessment of rail infrastructure statewide.  Staff, 
students and affiliated faculty advanced more than a dozen research projects to deliver 
an immersive, transformative education based on real-world problems and practical 
student experience.  

AY 2013 Highlights 

In AY 2013 we managed approximately 15 grants and 30 separate research projects 
overall.  Research was funded at $1,528,944.  Non-research was at $372,520 for a total 
of $1,901,464. We also employed 20 masters students as research assistants and five 
PhD candidates on our research projects.  

Federal University Transportation Centers  Just prior to the start of AY 2013, the UTC 
received and committed to research its first year of funding, approximately $1.1 million, 
from the three newly-designated federal research centers (NURail, National Center for 
Transit Research, and the National Center for Freight & Infrastructure Research & 
Education) and equivalent match funds were  received and committed to an expanded 
research program.  As such the full impact of this level of activity actually has been 
experienced through AY2013.   

The UTC research that is funded by the centers (including match funding) addresses 
important national topics such as the use of value capture financial techniques for old 
transit rail cities, rail grade crossing pedestrian and bike safety, mobility management 
and human service transportation, and climate change impact on transit.  Of Illinois 
significance is a project to assist IDOT in improving how it approaches travel corridor 
mobility through an integration of transportation modes approach and the environmental 



impact of Illinois freight rail operations.  These research projects will all have a high 
value to addressing important transportation challenges. 

In addition to research, education goals were addressed through the Center 
memberships by using CN Railroad contributions to match federal funds by awarding 
two new fellowships to first year and second year UPP MUPP candidates to do 
research projects on Amtrak and freight railroad relations and the economic impact of 
large intermodal logistic centers. 

High Speed Rail Passenger Rail Study for Illinois  This project was completed in AY 
2013 and will be publicly released in August of 2013.  It assessed the feasibility of 
implementing 220 MPH passenger rail service from Chicago to Champaign-Urbana and 
on to St. Louis and Indianapolis.  UTC led the financial evaluation of the concept.  

Other Notable Research  We completed our support for the nation’s largest transit 
providers where our research helped to establish a new program to address their state 
of good repair needs.  We furthered past research on non-transportation factors that 
contribute to metropolitan sprawl.  

Future Leaders in Planning  UTC participated in the CMAP-run Future Leaders in 
Planning (FLIP) program this year to give a small group of high school students a look 
at how transportation planning and research is conducted at UTC. The local impacts of 
this program include educating interested high school students about planning and 
research as well as exposing them to possible programs of study at UIC. 

Contributions to the Community  Executive Director Stephen Schlickman is involved in a 
number of leadership roles at the national and local level.  He is on the American Public 
Transportation Association legislative steering committee and is a vice chair of the 
Subcommittee on Intergovernmental Issues.  In the Chicago area he serves on Boards 
of Directors for the Center for Neighborhood Technology and I-Go Car Sharing, and he 
assisted in the sale of I-Go to Enterprise Car Rental Company.  He also serves on the 
Board of Directors for the Active Transportation Association and the Neighborhood 
Capital Institute, where he is the Vice Chair.  Director Schlickman serves on the 
Metropolitan Planning Council Regional Planning and Investment Committee.  He is an 
advisor to the Chicago Streetcar Renaissance Project.  

News Media Activity Throughout AY2013, staff and researchers at the Urban 
Transportation Center frequently were invited by the local news media to offer expert 
commentary on a wide range of transportation issues related to the metropolitan 
Chicago area and beyond.  UTC experts were called upon to share insight and opinions 
related to large-scale projects, like the upcoming Circle Interchange revitalization, 
proposed privatization of Midway Airport and value of high-speed rail, as well as more 
localized projects like the CTA bus rapid transit option serving the South Side and need 
for interchange improvements at the I-294/North Avenue interchange.  Following the 



stormy resignation of the chief executive officer at Metra, Executive Director  
Schlickman was often asked for his perspective for print reports and during a WTTW-TV 
Channel 11 “Chicago Tonight” panel discussion. In total, UTC experts were quoted or 
featured in more than more than 20 news programs in these and other media: Chicago 
Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, The Daily Herald, Crain’s Chicago Business, Pioneer 
Press, WLS-TV Channel 7, WBBM-TV Channel 2 and WBEZ-FM. 

UTC Staff grew with the addition of Havan Surat,Research Transportation Planner / 
Analyst, Nadereh Moini, Research Assistant Professor, and Jody Plahm, Office 
Administrator.  This is a reflection of the growth in research activity funded by the 
membership UTC has in the three federal University Transportation Centers.  

Staff   Title     

Becerra, Silvia Program Coordinator 

Bury, Edward Coordinator of Public Information 

Dirks, Lise  Senior Associate 

Metaxatos, Paul Assoc. Director for Research Programs/Research Asst. Professor 

Moini, Nadereh Research Assistant Professor 

Plahm, Jody  Office Administrator 

Schlickman, Stephen Executive Director 

Smith, Vanessa Associate Director for Business Finance 

Snow, Jordan Research Transportation Planner / Analyst 

Sööt, Siim  Associate Professor Emeritus 

Sriraj, P.S.  Research Associate Professor 

Surat, Havan  Research Transportation Planner / Analyst 

Yanos, George Principal Research Programmer 

 


