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UTC Mission Statement 
 
The Urban Transportation Center focuses on researching evolving transportation issues 
to assist the Chicago region and Illinois stakeholders and to achieve national and 
international prominence to advance solutions for emerging transportation challenges. 

UTC Impact Statement 

The impact of activity completed by the UTC in AY 2014 will be used grow transit 
networks through the use of value capture as a funding tool, identify effective strategies 
to help disadvantaged citizens get to and from Cook County nature centers, help 
mitigate delivery truck parking problems in city centers, and give hospital administrators 
resources to encourage staff to consider carpooling, public transit and other “green” 
commuting options. Research underway will provide the Chicago Transit Authority with 
strategies on how to prevent pedestrian and bicycle accidents at rapid transit grade 
crossings, give Illinois veterans a “one-click” website to facilitate public and specialized 
transit, and provide transit planners and managers more tools to better cope with 
potentially damaging extreme weather.  Additionally Executive Director Schlickman 
submitted a testimonial letter to the Governor’s Task Force on NE Illinois Public Transit; 
the letter was quoted as authority to back the Task Force’s formal recommendation on 
the consolidation of the transit system. His letter is also being cited as an authority in a 
study soon to be released by the OECD project on Urban Trends and Governance 
regarding the fragmentation of governance, particularly for transit, in metropolitan 
Chicago.  

AY 2014 Highlights 

In AY 2014, the UTC managed approximately 32 grants and contracts and 33 separate 
research projects overall.  Research was funded at $2,361,165.  Non-research was at 
$352,471 for a total of $2,713,636. The UTC also employed approximately 40 master’s 
students and nine PhD candidates as research assistants to assist with current and 
ongoing projects.  The UTC currently has 15 fully-funded projects underway in AY 2015 
and can anticipate $600,000 in funding for subsequent studies in AY 2016. 

Federal University Transportation Centers. Despite a strong, concerted effort, the UTC 
was not selected by the U.S. Department of Transportation for designation as a National 
University Transportation Center. And, funding was not approved for continuing the 
National Center for Freight & Infrastructure Research & Education (CFIRE).  Still, the 
UTC remains a member of the National University Rail Center (NuRail) and the Center 
for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR), both which received renewed U.S. DOT 
designations.  



Current UTC research funded by national centers includes: Development of a model 
that will be used to craft  strategies to address freight traffic volume and flow; research  
into ways physically-challenged Chicago Public School children can use existing forms 
of transportation over paratransit options; studies into human services transportation 
users to gauge effectiveness and the economic and quality of life impact;  and 
continuation of an existing study on development of sustainable rail metrics.  

IDOT Workforce Development Program. In spring of 2014, the UTC secured a 
workforce development initiative between the Illinois Department of Transportation and 
the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs. The focus of the program is to train 
graduate students in areas that are critical to IDOT’s future workforce requirements, in 
part by employing students to work as interns at IDOT and in part through employing 
students as research assistants on research that is important to IDOT. Also through the 
initiative, UTC researchers will work with IDOT and CUPPA department heads to 
improve the graduate-level transportation curriculum. This pilot program is expected to 
expand in subsequent years.  

NICTD EIS and Strategic Plan. UTC staff was and will continue to be part of a research 
team that will prepare an environmental impact study (EIS) for the planned extension of 
the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District’s South Shore line, which serves 
Northwest Indiana. Researchers also will be part of a team that will develop a strategic 
business plan for NICTD. 

Other Notable Research.  These projects also were noteworthy: A study into identifying 
challenges and providing solutions for intermodal passenger transportation; research to 
support the need for land use and socioeconomic projections regarding the Regional I 
freight analysis; and, research related to job creation through the manufacture of rapid 
transit rail cars.   

Debut of New UTC Web Site. The UTC web site was totally redesigned to provide more 
intuitive navigation, a better user experience and greater access to research and 
technology transfer initiatives.  The new site – to be launched in early August -- is 
authoritative, but open and welcoming to visitors and the site is a reflection of UIC, 
especially its Great Cites commitment. 

UTC Live Web Cam. In April, the UTC launched a live streaming web camera feed to 
chronicle construction activity related to the four-year Circle Interchange project. The 
camera, located on University Hall, was installed in cooperation with IDOT. Access to 
the feed is gained through the UTC website home page. Television traffic reporters 
have referenced the camera feed on air. 

Contributions to the Community.  Executive Director Stephen Schlickman remains 
actively involved in leadership positions at local and national  transportation and 
planning organizations.  These include: American Public Transportation Association 



legislative steering committee and vice chair of the Subcommittee on Intergovernmental 
Issues; Boards of Directors for the Center for Neighborhood Technology and  its 
subsidiary the Alternative Transportation for Chicagoland; Board of Directors for the 
Active Transportation Alliance and the Neighborhood Capital Institute; Metropolitan 
Planning Council Regional Planning and Investment Committee; and advisor to the 
Chicago Streetcar Renaissance Project. Mr. Schlickman also served on a panel during 
a discussion at UIC regarding the future of the RTA. Staff played pivotal roles in the 
planning and execution of the 2014 Transport Chicago symposium held June 6 at UIC. 

News Media Activity. Transportation-related topics frequently were in the news during 
AY 2014, and UTC researches and staff were interviewed for stories of local and 
national scope. Print and broadcast media relied on UTC experts to comment on: The 
impact of the harsh winter weather on transportation; the Obama administration’s 
$300 billion national transportation plan; discussion on whether the area would be better 
served from a single transportation authority; the growing ride-sharing industry; the 
proposed Illiana Tollway; and the early summer demolition on Kennedy Expressway 
bridges near downtown. Executive Director Steve Schlickman frequently was 
interviewed for breaking news stories or developing trends. METSI Director P.S. Sriraj 
was quoted by the Associated Press regarding gasoline prices.  On September 23, 
2013 the Chicago Tribune published a lengthy article on the findings of the UTC 
pedestrian/cyclist rail study research. For the second consecutive year, UTC experts 
were quoted or appeared on more than 20 news reports. Media sources who reached 
out to the UTC include: Chicago Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, The Daily Herald, The 
Associated Press, National Public Radio, WFLD-TV Fox 32 News and WYCC-TV. 

UTC Staff.  Staff grew with the addition of Edward Bury, Coordinator of Public 
Information.  

Staff   Title     

Bardo, Kyle  Research Associate 

Becerra, Silvia Program Coordinator 

Bothen, Thomas Research Associate 

Bury, Edward Coordinator of Public Information 

Dirks, Lise  Senior Associate 

Harris, Joseph Research Associate 

Metaxatos, Paul Assoc. Director for Research Programs/Research Asst. Professor 

Moini, Nadereh Research Assistant Professor 



Plahm, Jody  Office Administrator 

Schlickman, Stephen Executive Director 

Smith, Vanessa Associate Director for Business Finance 

Snow, Jordan Research Transportation Planner / Analyst 

Sööt, Siim  Associate Professor Emeritus 

Sriraj, P.S.  Research Associate Professor 

Surat, Havan  Research Transportation Planner / Analyst 

Yanos, George Principal Research Programmer 

Winick, Bradley Senior Research Specialist 


