
Faculty researchers, staff and gradu-
ate students affiliated with the Urban 
Transportation Center joined more than 
12,000 transportation colleagues from 
around the world January 11-15 at the 
2014 Transportation Research Board 
(TRB) Annual Meeting in Washing-
ton, D.C. At this, the 93rd annual TRB 
gathering, transportation professionals 
met to learn, network and share ideas. 
The event theme, “Celebrating Our 
Legacy, Anticipating Our Future,” was 
embodied in the more than 4,500 pres-
entations given during 800 sessions.

The UTC was well-represented during 
the professional presentations deliv-
ered at one of the three official event 
hotels. Here are some highlights:

•	 Associate Professor P.S. Sriraj 
moderated a presentation on “Plan-
ning and Forecasting, Safety and 
Human Factors, Society.”  

•	 Assistant Professor Paul Metax-
atos, Professor Sriraj and Steve 
Laffey of the Illinois State Com-
merce Commission presented on 
“Non-motorist Safety Attitudes 
and Revealed Behavior at Rail 

Grade Crossings.”
•	 Associate Professor Ka-

zuya Kawamura, Pro-
fessor Sriraj and Re-
search Transportation 
Planner/Analyst Havan 
Surat addressed “In-
creasing Security, Safety, 
and Resiliency of Trans-
portation Infrastructure 
and Systems Through En-
hanced Preparedness for 
Disasters and Emergen-
cies.”

•	 And,	 Assistant Profes-
sor Nadereh Moini and 
John Betak of Collabo-
rative Solutions shared speaking 
duties on “Vulnerability Assess-
ments of Transport Infrastructure 
Through Modeling of Risk Inter-
connectivity.”

In what’s become a welcomed tradi-
tion, the UTC hosted another well-
attended annual reception for alumni 
and transportation industry colleagues 
January 13. Nearly 100 invited guests 
joined the UTC team for refreshments, 
food, networking and conversation at 

the Washington Hilton Hotel. Three 
leading transportation industry com-
panies—Benesch, LTK Engineering 
Services and Transystems—helped to 
underwrite the gathering. 

In an address to reception guests, UTC 
Executive Director Steve Schlickman 
noted that the pace of research origi-
nated by the UTC remains very robust. 
As of January of 2014, the UTC will 
have more than 30 research projects 
underway.
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Productive 2014 TRB Annual Meeting Remembered

Nearly 100 guests attended the UTC reception. From 
left: Jacky Grimshaw and Sharon Feigon, Center for 
Neighborhood Technology; P.S. Sriraj, UTC, and guest  
Karl Peet.

Initiatives launched by Chicago to 
make public thoroughfares, transit and 
open spaces accessible to people with 
disabilities was the key message of a 
discussion March 19 led by Karen M. 
Tamley, Commissioner of the Mayor’s 
Office for People With Disabilities 
(MOPD). Speaking at the UTC’s 
Diversity Lunch seminar series, Ms. 

Tamley said 9.2% of adults in Chicago 
have a disability, and that demographic 
segment is growing. The MOPD relies 
extensively on input from the disabled 
community for insight on planning 
guidelines. “We drill down to get insight 
from the constituencies most impacted 
by public projects in order to make them 
accessible,” Ms. Tamley said.

City’s Chief Advocate for Disabled Shares Insight

Karen M. Tamley.



Visitors to the Urban Transportation 
Center may at times interact with one 
of the graduate assistants contracted 
to help faculty and staff researchers on 
the more than 30 transportation studies 
underway. Student researchers are 
vital to our success. In fact, the UTC 
Vision Statement calls for creating “an 
immersive, transformative education 
based on real-world problems and 
practical student experience.”

A newly-launched program 
with the Illinois Department of 
Transportation (IDOT) elevates 
our commitment to nurturing student 
researchers through the UTC. The 
program centers on a workforce 
development initiative between IDOT 
and the College of Urban Planning 
and Public Affairs to train graduate 
students in areas that are critical to 
IDOT’s future workforce requirements. 

There are three key elements to the 
program:

1. Joint development of an 
education curriculum between 
IDOT and the University.

2. Training students to conduct 
research relevant to IDOT.

3. Employing students from 
CUPPA’s two academic 
programs – Urban Planning and 
Policy and Public Administration 
– as IDOT interns. 

The initiative has an added benefit for 
CUPPA and the UTC:  It will provide 
an incentive for students to pursue 
graduate studies in the college during 
the four-year-long Circle interchange 
Project construction now underway. 
Starting soon, it will be a little 
more challenging to reach CUPPA 
Hall because plans include total 
renovation – and eventual closing – of 
the nearby Peoria Street pedestrian 
bridge at the UIC/Halsted Blue Line 
station. A paid internship or research 

assistantship through IDOT surely 
would help mitigate any commuting 
inconveniences!

To initiate the program, UTC 
researchers will work with CUPPA 
department heads to develop the 
graduate-level transportation 
curriculum. This will be accomplished 
through an assessment of existing 
studies from selected IDOT officials 
who will contribute to the curriculum 
and integrate new materials into 
course work. The goal is to have this 
work done by the Fall 2014 and Spring 
2015 semesters.

UIC students hired as interns will be 
supervised by a full-time program 
manager and receive guidance from 
UTC faculty researchers. The objective 
each semester will be to deliver to 
IDOT completed research reports each 
semester.

On behalf of the UTC, CUPPA and 
the University, we’re thrilled to have 
the opportunity to work with IDOT to 
develop and manage this valuable new 
program – one that offers tremendous 
value to IDOT, UIC students and the 
transportation community.
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Yes, there was brutal cold and lots of 
snow in first quarter 2014. But the 
weather didn’t stop three outstand-
ing experts from reaching the UTC to 
share knowledge and insight as part of 
the Center’s ongoing Seminar Series on 
transportation topics making news to-
day. 

Supply Chain Logistics 

On February 5, a national leader in sup-
ply chain logistics noted that a gradual 
shift from truck to rail was a factor in 
intermodal growth, creating so-called 
“inland ports” in some U.S. markets. 
Richard H. Thompson, Managing 
Director of the global Supply Chain & 
Logistics Solutions team for real estate 
giant JLL, said transportation accounts 
for up to 50% of the cost of goods and 
services. Two significant and wide rang-
ing factors may impact current supply 
chains and lead to increased domestic 
manufacturing: Higher labor costs in 
China and heightened concerns over 
natural disasters and labor unrest over-
seas. These developments may lead to 
“right shoring,” or local manufacturing, 
and result in continued changes in U.S. 
supply chain transportation.

O’Hare Modernization Program 

The O’Hare Modernization program, 
budgeted at $7 billion, is one of the 
most expensive construction projects 
underway in the U.S. At a presentation 

February 20, Christina Drouet, FAA 
Program Manager for the Chicago Mod-
ernization Program, shared some history 
on the partnership between the FAA and 
City of Chicago that led to the massive 
redevelopment project and pointed out 
work done to date: Construction of two 
new parallel runways and an extension 
of an existing one; significant infrastruc-
ture upgrades within O’Hare and sur-
rounding communities; and, construc-
tion of a new control tower on the south 
end of the airport. The primary goal for 
the modernization was to enhance safety 
for passengers and crews, but improve-
ments will also reduce noise and weath-
er-related delays. 

Transportation Performance  
Measures 

Performance measures designed to assist 
with prioritizing and selecting transpor-

tation projects would improve quality of 
life and be a better use of funds allocated 
toward maintaining, modernizing, and 
expanding Illinois roads, bridges, and 
transit. Those were the key messages de-
livered March 5 by Tom Murtha, Sen-
ior Planner for the Chicago Metropoli-
tan Agency for Planning (CMAP). The 
rationale behind performance measures 
centers on the need to best allocate capi-
tal and operating funds at a time when 
the transportation system needs arterial, 
technology and transit improvements 
and the public and private sectors are 
demanding more accountability. CMAP 
researchers have identified auto, transit, 
freight and walking/cycling as modes 
addressed through its measurement con-
cepts and have established 26 perfor-
mance measure evaluation criteria.
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Winter Lecture Speakers Tackle Supply Chain, O’Hare Modernization and Regional 
Transportation Performance Measures

Three UTC graduate assistants demon-
strated their exceptional commitment 
to public transportation and further-
ing transportation research, making 
each a winner in the 2013 The George 
Krambles Transportation Scholar-
ship Awards competition. Congratu-
lations to these student researchers for 
their outstanding contributions to the 
industry and the Urban Transportation 
Center.

1. Kyle Bardo, MUPP, for his paper: 
“Relationship Building with Freight 

Railroads Critical to Support Intercity 
Passenger Rail Development.”

2. Jennifer Kane, UTC Graduate Re-
search Assistant, for her paper: “Project 
History and Financial Analysis: Dulles 
Corridor Metro Rail Project.”

3. Martin Menninger, Graduate Re-
search Assistant, for his paper: “Anal-
ysis of Ridership Projections for the 
CTA Red Line South Extension.”

All three students were given cash 

scholarship awards. 

The annual Krambles awards compe-
tition is open to any Ph.D or Master’s 
degree candidate student within the 
College of Urban Planning and Public 
Affairs who is studying transportation, 
or a Graduate Research Assistant at the 
Urban Transportation Center during 
the Fall 2014 semester. All participants 
must demonstrate that he or she plans 
to pursue a career in the transportation 
industry. Watch for details soon on the 
2014 competition.

Three UTC Students Awarded Krambles Scholarship

Tom Murtha. Richard H. Thompson. Christina Drouet.
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tional prominence to advance solutions 
for emerging transportation challenges.

Website to Offer Veterans One Click Services
A website that will offer Illinois veterans 
convenient internet access to a wide 
range of transportation options -- from 
existing public agencies to specialized 
services -- is under development by 
the Urban Transportation Center. 
Once completed, the One-Call/One-
Click Transportation Resource 
Center site will integrate local public 
transportation, intercity trains and 
busses, ride and car sharing, and 
volunteer driver programs. 

Funded by the Illinois Department 
of Transportation (IDOT), the site 
will incorporate information already 
found on the TRANPRO Information 
Management System, a site that lets 
users search for transportation providers 
and geo-coded socioeconomic data 
across Illinois. 

Right now, UTC staff and student 
researchers are in the data development 
and implementation stages of the 
project. Researchers will conduct a 

needs assessment in the near future 
to assist in the design of a prototype 
website; veterans and transit providers 
will be asked to provide feedback on 
the site’s use and functionality. The 
U.S. Department of Veteran’s Affairs 
is aware of the project, and initial 
outreach efforts are scheduled for this 
summer. The site is scheduled to be 
completed in June of 2015.
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New UTC Hire: Public Information Coordinator Edward M. Bury

A professional communicator with 
decades of experience in public 
relations, marketing and journalism 
joined the UTC team recently to 
help establish a technology transfer 
communications program, manage the 
website, oversee printed publications 
and other related tasks. 

Edward M. Bury, APR, a native 
Chicagoan and regular Blue Line 
rider, came on board in July to fill the 
newly-created position of Coordinator 
of Public Information. Bury brings a 
diverse range of experience to the UTC.  
He most recently worked as Director 
of Marketing & Communications 
for BOMA/Chicago, an association 
representing the office building 
industry.  

His prior experience includes managing 
internal and external communications 
for CCIM Institute, a commercial 
affiliate of the National Association 
of Realtors®, account management 

positions with local Chicago public 
relations firms and five years in 
journalism, including a stint with 
the legendary City News Bureau of 
Chicago.

“Transportation played a major role 
in shaping the Chicago that we know 
today, and transportation will continue 
to be vital to the health and development 
of the city and metropolitan region,” 
he said. “I’m thrilled and honored 
to work with the outstanding UTC 
faculty researchers, staff and students 
who are dedicated to providing 
practical solutions to ever-changing 
transportation challenges that face our 
city and the nation.”

Two key tasks are on Bury’s 
agenda: Developing and executing a 
comprehensive technology transfer 
communications strategic plan and 
a re-launch of the UTC web site. He 
also plans to continue building and 
strengthening relationships on behalf 

of the UTC with other UIC colleges, 
departments and research units.

Bury earned a Bachelor’s degree in 
English from Illinois State University, 
and he holds the Accredited in Public 
Relations (APR) credential. He’s active 
with the Public Relations Society 
of America, and he maintains the 
www.prdude.wordpress.com blog, a 
commentary on public relations and 
“other stuff.”

Edward M. Bury


