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Circumferential transportation projects 
were the topic of this year’s UTC Fall 
Symposium, and the focus on corridors 
that connect and circumvent traditional 
radial patterns brought a diverse col-
lection of transit, highway and gov-
ernment offi cials to UIC’s campus. 

The symposium packed a crowd of 
more than 100 people into the Student 
Services Building. Entitled “Circumfer-
ential Transportation Systems: Meeting 
the Needs of the Future?”, the program 
asked a question that was answered with 
a resounding “yes” by most of the guest 
panelists, including keynote speaker Kirk 
Brown, former Secretary of Transporta-
tion for the state of Illinois.  

Brown’s speech addressed congestion in 
the Chicago region, sizing up its severity 
and how it compares to other metropoli-
tan regions in  light of a recent report on 
urban mobility. Brown stressed the need 
for increased transportation infrastruc-
ture funding, and consistently returned 
to the idea of the need for a complete 
transportation “system” — which would 
include additional work on many of the 
existing and proposed circumferential 
projects in the region. 

Brown’s keynote address followed a morn-
ing of discussion on the need for circumfer-
entials, and the transit and highway projects 
that are attempting to serve those needs. 
The assembled panelists addressed past 
efforts — including a history of circumfer-
ential roads by former Associate Executive 
Director  of CATS Andrew Plummer — as 
well as visions of the future.

Figuring prominently in the program 
was Metra’s newly proposed STAR 

line, a major new commuter-rail cor-
ridor that would link O’Hare Airport 
with Joliet on a trip through the outer 
suburbs. The innovative project concept 
— which has  become a regional prior-
ity with the proposed O’Hare expansion 
— would utilize a section of the existing 
EJ&E right-of-way, which was fi ttingly 
enough built long ago as a freight-rail 
bypass of Chicago’s urban area. Now 
that urban development has spread west, 
the right-of-way lies along a corridor that 
connects portions of large urban agglom-
erations such as Joliet, Naperville, Aurora, 
Schaumburg and Hoffman Estates. Not 
only would the line provide transit access 
to O’Hare and accommodate suburb-to-
suburb trips, it would also connect many 
of Metra’s existing radial lines. 

A mayor of one of the towns along the pro-
posed line — Michael Fortner from the city 
of West Chicago — was on hand to tout the 
positive impact of rail transit on his com-
munity and others. In addition, Stephen 
Friedman, president of S.B. Friedman & 
Co., detailed his company’s study of the di-
verse set of towns lying along the EJ&E. 

Circumferential transportation takes a trip 
around UTC’s Fall Symposium

Former Illinois Secretary of Former Illinois Secretary of 
Transportation Kirk Brown addresses 
attendees at the UTC Fall Symposium

contents

cont. on page 7

1

3

4

5

5

6

8



two

Sue McNeil
Director, Professor

Piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah
Associate Director for Research 
Programs, Associate Professor

Joseph DiJohn
METSI Director,
Research Professor

Siim Sööt
Director Emeritus

Karin Allen
Research Transportation 
Program Manager

Silvia Becerra
Program Coordinator

Gabrielle Brown
Visiting Program Coordinator

Lise Dirks
Transportation Research Specialist

Kazuya Kawamura
Assistant Professor

Jim Kelly
Assistant Director for 
Research Programs

Jung-Taek Lee
Research Assistant Professor

Jie (Jane) Lin
Assistant Professor

Paul Metaxatos
Research Assistant Professor

Abolfuzl (Kouros) Mohammadian
Assistant Professor

Shamus Misek
Transportation Research 
Program Manager

Peter Nelson
Professor, 
Head of Computer Science

Anthony Pagano
Associate Professor 
of Managerial Studies

P.S. Sriraj
Research Assistant Professor

Laxmi Ramasubramanian
GCUDV Acting Director, 
Research Assistant Professor

George Yanos
Network Analyst

Director’s Message  

As we closed out the 2002-2003 aca-
demic year and assembled our annual 
report it was good to take stock of our 
accomplishments:

10 papers published or scheduled for 
publication in refereed journals
13 papers published in refereed con-
ference proceedings
35 other presentations
16 masters students graduated 
8 student awards
23 new proposals were submitted 

during 2002-2003, 15 con-
tracts were awarded (two 
of which were proposals 
submitted during the pre-
ceding year). The successful 
proposals totalled approxi-
mately $2.3 million.

I was impressed! It was not 
so much the numbers but the 
fact that a team of dedicated 
faculty affi liates, staff and 
students, accomplished this.  
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to UTC suc-
cesses. 

We interspersed the research and tradi-
tional teaching with seminars, webinars, 
symposia and visitors. We also had some 
fun! At UTC we are always eager to cel-
ebrate a birthday, a betrothal, a new addi-
tion to a family or an accomplishment.

In July UTC hosted a retirement celebra-
tion for David Boyce (see page 4). David 
served as director of the Urban Transpor-
tation Center from 1988 to 1995. Dean 
Englund from Parsons Brinckerhoff and 
formerly of CATS joined former students 
Bin Ran from the University of Wis-
consin-Madison and Bruce Janson from 
the University of Colorado at Denver 
to take a look at David’s contributions 
and impact on the transportation profes-
sion. It was a fi tting way to honor his 
contributions, while recognizing the fact 
that there is still plenty of research to be 
done! We look forward to continuing to 
work with David in his new capacity as 
Professor Emeritus.

In July, we also had an organizational 
change.  The Great Cities Urban Data 
Visualization Laboratory and Program 
(UDV) became linked to the Urban 
Transportation Center. Laxmi Rama-
subramanian continues to serve as 
Acting Director while Professor Mi-
chael Shiffer continues his leave at the 
Chicago Transit Authority.  This ratio-
nalization of these administration units 
was logical given the close working 
relationships that UDV has developed 

with UTC. 

In August we were joined 
by two new faculty in 
Civil and Materials Engi-
neering. Dr. Jane Lin was 
a Post Doctoral Associate 
at Harvard University 
Center for the Environ-
ment. She holds a PhD 
from University of Cali-
fornia at Davis and works 
on problems related to 
transportation and the 
environment. Dr. Kou-
ros Mohammadian was
an Assistant Professor at 

California State University, Sacramen-
to. He holds a PhD from the Univer-
sity of Toronto. His research interests 
include demand modeling and traffi c 
engineering. Welcome!

Finally in September, we welcomed 
Professor Jaisung Choi as a visiting 
scholar from the University of Seoul, 
Korea. His research interests are in 
highway engineering, highway capac-
ity analysis, traffi c fl ow analysis and 
safety. Welcome!

We have also added 12 new research 
assistants. For the fi rst time we have 
two research assistants from the Pub-
lic Administration program. We have 
three new PhD students including two 
Distinguished Scholars — Daisuke 
Mizusawa and Gidon Berman. 

We are all looking forward to a pro-
ductive and intellectually stimulating 
academic year!

Faculty & Staff

Sue McNeilSue McNeil
UTC Director
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UDV
URBAN DATA VISUALIZATION
PROGRAM AND LAB

CUPPA

Since July 1st, a signifi cant change has occurred at UTC. The Center has formalized 
its ongoing relationship with the Great Cities Urban Data Visualization Program and 
Lab (UDV), one of the newest research centers within the College of Urban Plan-
ning and Public Affairs. UTC and UDV have agreed to share computing and staff 
resources, and work collaboratively on new research initiatives that are benefi cial to 
both units, to the College, and to the transportation research community. 

The Lab’s mission is to inform urban planning and policy discourse at a variety of 
scales (ranging from neighborhood to city/regional) through the innovative use of 
digital spatial multimedia applications. Another mission is to support researchers, 
practitioners, and policymakers by developing a sustainable spatial data infrastructure 
and accompanying software, media, and analytic innovations.  

Specifi cally, the Urban Data Visualization Program and Lab uses different digital 
multimedia technologies to create compelling stories and arguments to communicate 
complex planning information. The products created by the lab cover a wide range in 
terms of complexity and ease of use. Some of the applications are simple annotated 
maps where a graphical representation anchors explanatory text, images, and video.  
Other applications include interactive mapping applications and other on-line collab-
orative planning tools. These applications can embedded within other e-planning ap-
plications or function as stand-alone interfaces, and can be used by citizens, planning 
offi cials, and decision makers.  

The partnership has already begun to pay off. The Urban Data Visualization Lab 
and UTC have successfully collaborated on a research project to help support the 
development of an Internet-based Community of Practice website for the American 
Association of State and Highway Transportation Offi cials. Professor McNeil serves 
as the lead investigator on this project along with co-principal investigator Dr. Laxmi 
Ramasubramanian, Associate Director of the Lab. Ramasubramanian, an architect 
and city planner, took over the lab’s management in early 2002 shortly after director 
Prof. Michael Shiffer went on leave to serve as the Vice President of Planning and 
Development at the Chicago Transit Authority.  

Ramasubramanian and McNeil are also working on a new collaborative research 
project to be funded by METRA. This project will create an interactive route planning 
application that provides an overview and images of METRA stations (see photos). 
The application will provide information and links about parking, amenities in and 

near the station, as well as route maps of the area. 
The interface will be designed so that it can expand 
to serve other internal planning functions by provid-
ing links to data about demographics, ridership, and 
jurisdictional boundaries.

New Research Partnership
The Urban Data Visualization Program and Lab 
builds stronger ties with UTC

Examples of the lab’s 
work can be found at: 

www.uic.edu/cuppa/udv

Contact Dr. Laxmi 
Ramasubramanian 

at laxmi@uic.edu for 
more information.

Laxmi Ramasubramanian, 
UDV Associate Director
Laxmi Ramasubramanian, 

Remodeled Metra Station in Tinley Park (above, left)
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gional science in memory of Dr. Stevens, 
former advisor to and academic inspira-
tion to Dr. Boyce. Donations can be sent tion to Dr. Boyce. Donations can be sent 
to The Stevens Fellowship Fund, First to The Stevens Fellowship Fund, First 
Busey Trust and Investment Company, 
P.O. Box 3309, Champaign, IL 61826. 
Checks should be made out to the “Ste-
vens Fellowship Fund”; in the memo, 
please write “Boyce Retirement.”

Transportation Science from the Institute 
for Operations Research and the Manage-
ment Sciences (INFORMS). 

At the celebration, he was joined by cur-
rent and past UTC directors, including 
Sue McNeil, Siim Sööt and Ashish Sen. 
Boyce was recognized not only for his 
notable contributions to transportation 
research and planning, but also for his 
dedication to his students. Boyce origi-
nally taught as a professor at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
but later moved to UIC and directed the 
UTC, in addition to being a Professor in 
the Department of Civil and Materials 
Engineering. 

In honor or Dr. Boyce’s retirement, do-
nations can be made to the Benjamin H. 
Stevens Graduate Fellowship in Region-
al Science. This fellowship is awarded 
annually for dissertation research in re-

Faculty Update

UTC hosts David Boyce’s retirement celebration

Sue McNeil, Siim Sööt and David Boyce 
— current and past Directors of UTC 
— congregate at Boyce’s retirement 
celebration.

UTC welcomes two new affiliated faculty and a visiting scholar

Abolfuzl (Kouros) Mohammadian 
is an Assistant Professor of  Civil 
Engineering. He is teaching 
Urban Travel Forecasting this 
Fall and will teach CEMM 402, 
Geometric Design of Highway 
Facilities, in the Spring. He 
holds a BS, MS  and PhD from 
the University of Toronto.

Jie (Jane) Lin is an Assistant Professor of 
Civil Engineering and of the Institute for 
Environmental Science and Policy. She is 
teaching Transportation Engineering this 
Fall, and will be teaching CEMM 501, 
Urban Transportation, beginning Spring 
2005. She holds a BS from Tsinghua 
University, Beijing China and an MS and 
PhD from the University of California, 
Davis.  She has also conducted post doc-
toral research at the Harvard University 
Center for the Environment.

Jaisung Choi is a visiting scholar 
who is conducting research in 
transportation engineering on trans-
portation facility design. During his 
stay he plans to present seminars on 
his research and to help develop a 
partnership between UTC and his 
home institution, the University of 
Seoul, Korea. He holds a BS and 
MS in Civil Engineering from Seoul 
National University, and a PhD in 
Civil Engineering from University 
of Wisconsin-Madison.

On July 16, the Urban Transportation 
Center hosted a retirement celebration 
for former UTC Director Dr. David 
Boyce, P.E., at the Cardinal Room in 
UIC’s Chicago Circle Center. Peter 
Nelson emceed the event, and Law-
rence Kennedy — Dean of the College 
of Engineering — presented Boyce 
with a gift on behalf of his college and 
the UTC. 

Over the course of his 37 years in 
transportation research, Boyce’s work 
was known for consistently offer-
ing alternatives to the conventional 
research methods that he found to be 
counterproductive in use. Throughout 
his long career, Boyce rigorously for-
mulated, implemented and validated 
several large-scale, integrated models 
of urban travel behavior. This dedica-
tion recently earned him Robert Her-
man Lifetime Acheivment Award in 
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Led by Joe DiJohn, the Metropolitan 
Transportation Support Initiative (MET-
SI) is involved with a number of ongoing 
projects this fall. These projects include:

McHenry Co. Transportation Study
In 1980, McHenry County had a popula-
tion of 150,000. This grew to 260,000 
by 2000, and is projected to increase to 
447,000 by 2030. Add to this an antici-
pated employment base of 168,000 jobs 
by 2030, and you can see that McHenry 
will be one of the fastest growing coun-
ties in the state. At the same time, its 
transit system presently consists of the 
Metra UP Northwest Line, three Pace 
fi xed routes and limited paratransit ser-
vice. To handle the projected growth, 
this transit system will need to expand; 
otherwise McHenry County could choke 
with highway congestion. The UTC has 
been asked by County Board Chairman 
Mike Tryon to assist in the development 
of a countywide transit study that will 
identify potential demand and develop 
a service plan that can be implemented 
over a 20-year time frame. Thus far, a 
scope of work has been prepared and a 
consultant has been selected to undertake 
the project.

Sprawl
The major demographic factors contrib-
uting to sprawl are population growth, 
household formation, home ownership 
and lot sizes. For the fi rst time in a hun-
dred years, household size has begun to 
grow instead of decline. Home owner-
ship has increased to 65.2%, a rate that 
will not likely increase signifi cantly.  
Therefore, in the future, the rate of land 
consumption will more likely refl ect the 
rate of population growth. At the same 
time, even though the census has reported 
that population has grown at a rate faster 
than the number of commuters, today’s 
commuters are traveling further than 
their predecessors. In 1970, only about 
13% of commuters traveled outside their 
county of residence. By the year 2000, 
more than 25% crossed county borders 
to work. Finally, research has shown a 
lower pedestrian fatality rates in the col-
lar counties than in Cook County with 
DuPage County having the lowest rate 
nationally among large counties.

NEPA and the Planning Process
The provisions of the National Envi-
ronmental Protection Act have resulted 
in delays to needed transportation in-

frastructure projects. A literature review 
and a survey of state DOT’s is being 
undertaken to identify how other states 
incorporate NEPA with the planning of 
transportation projects.

UIC Campus Shuttle Bus Map
Automated Vehicle Location (AVL) de-
vices have been installed on the UIC cam-
pus shuttle buses, allowing the university 
to display the real time location of buses 
via the Internet. The project is running and 
is depicted on a campus map on the UTC 
web page at www.uic.edu/cuppa/utc. This 
allows faculty and students to identify bus 
location and reduce the waiting time at 
bus stops. Future applications could in-
clude active transit station signs (e.g., next 
bus countdown) and installation of kiosks 
at various campus locations.

Freight Activities
UTC Director Sue McNeil and CUPPA 
faculty Kazuya Kawamura each chair 
a subcommittee of the Chicago Area 
Transportation Study (CATS) Intermodal 
Advisory Task Force.  In addition, a proj-
ect is underway entitled “Freight Impact 
Analysis Methodology — The Impact of 
Truck Traffi c and the Value of Land.”

Fall 2003 METSI Report

On October 16, UTC, the Midwest Chapter of the Associa-
tion for Commuter Transportation (ACT), and the Chicago 
Area Transportation Study (CATS) sponsored a professional 
development workshop on commuter benefi ts. Over thirty 
people attended the workshop, which was aimed at human 
resource, fi nance, payroll, and benefi ts administration deci-
sion-makers that were looking to expand their employee 
benefi ts packages.

Commuter Benefi ts programs promote employer-offered 
commuting options designed to reduce traffi c congestion, im-
prove air quality and allow employers to tailor transportation 
benefi ts to their individual employees’ needs. While a com-
muter benefi ts program encourages employees and employers 
to take advantage of federal tax provisions that can reduce 
their annual contributions, not everyone is taking advantage 
of this program. Thus, the need for workshops that explain the 
benefi ts to employers, and how to implement the programs. 

The day was broken down into three main sections. First, 
Stuart Anderson, Executive Director of ACT, provided an 
overview of Commuter Choice benefi ts and pending federal 
legislation that may enhance benefi ts currently available to 
companies and their employees. Next, Nadine Severance of 
American Express Tax & Business Service and Cynthia Ca-
pelli of the National Transit Benefi ts Association discussed 
tax advantages and implementation strategies related to 
Commuter Choice benefi ts. Finally, Lisa Raduenz (I-494 
Corridor Commission), Dona Vitale (Strategic Focus), and 
Thomas Palmer (Schaumburg Business Association) pro-
vided an insightful discussion and imparted practical advice 
on implementing commuter benefi ts in the workplace. 

UTC is also hosting a two-day course intended for a wide 
range of employees working for transit agencies, MPOs, 
DOTs, TMAs and local, state and county planning agencies 
(see “Upcoming Events” on page 8 for more details). 

“Commuter Choice” workshops gaining momentum
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Papers & Presentations

Papers & articles published
Delatte, Norbert, Shen-en Chen, Nitin Maini, Neville Parker, 
Anil Agrawal, George Mylonakis, Kolluru Subramaniam, Aki-
ra Kawaguchi, Paul Bosela, Sue McNeil, and Richard Miller. 
“Using NDE to Evaluate the Condition of Subway Tunnel Sys-
tems,” 3rd ASCE Forensics Congress.

Kawamura, Kazuya. “Policy toward Integration of Land 
Use and Transportation Planning in the U.S. — Recent De-
velopments and Future Prospects.” City Planning Review, 
City Planning Institute of Japan, August 2003 (in Japanese).

Kawamura, K., A. Seetharaman and S. dev Bhatta. “Assess-
ment of the Relationship between Vehicle Type Mix and the 
Benefi t of Freight Projects.” Forthcoming in Logistics Systems 
for Sustainable Cities, Elsevier.

Kawamura, K., A. Seetharaman and S. dev Bhatta. “Economic 
Benefi ts of Freight Policy relating to the Trucking Industry: An 
Evaluation of the RTP Freight Policy for the Chicago Six Coun-
ty Region.” Forthcoming in Transportation Research Record.

Kawamura, K. “Perceived Benefi ts of Congestion Pricing for 
Trucks.” Forthcoming in Transportation Research Record.  

Metaxatos, Paul, and Anthony Pagano.  “Effi ciency, Effective-
ness Impacts of a Computer-Assisted Scheduling and Dispatch-
ing System Implementation.” Forthcoming in the Journal of 
the Transportation Research Forum.

Ortega, Juan and Audrey Wennink, “Development of an In-
House Automated Vehicle Location System.” Mid-Continent 
Transportation Symposium, Iowa State University.

Sriraj, P.S., Geoffrey Fruin and S. McNeil. “Analysis of the 
Environmental Justice Compliance of the Chicago Transit 
Authority.” Mid-Continent Transportation Symposium, Iowa 
State University.

Thakuriah, Piyushimita, J. Ortega, and P.S. Sriraj. “Spatial Data 
Integration for Low-Income Worker Accessibility Assessment: 
A Case Study of the Chicago Metropolitan Area.” Mid-Conti-
nent Transportation Symposium, Iowa State University.

Thakuriah, P., J. Ortega and P.S. Sriraj. “Using Public Partici-
pation to identify Low-Income Worker Accessibility to Jobs: A 
Case Study of the Chicago Metropolitan Area.” Public Partici-
pation GIS Conference, Portland State University.

Winsor, Jeromie, S. McNeil and Laxmi Ramasubramanian. 
“Transportation Asset Management Today: An Evaluation of 
an Emerging Virtual Community of Practice.” Mid-Continent 
Transportation Symposium, Iowa State University.

Papers at TRB (January 2004)
Kawamura, K. “Transportation needs, location choice, and per-
ceived accessibility for business establishments.”

Mohammedian, Khouros. “An Empirical Analysis of Travel 
and Housing Costs in the Greater Toronto Area.”

Sinha, Avinash, and P. Thakuriah. “Relationship of Occupa-
tional, Industry and Sociodemographic Characteristics and Job 
Start Times — Evidence from the Current Population Survey.”

Winsor, J., Lou Adams, S. McNeil and L. Ramasubramanian. 
“Transportation Asset Management Today: An Application of 
Community of Practice Collaboration in the Transportation 
Industry.”

Presentations given
Joe DiJohn and Lise Dirks presented the Transportation Fund-
ing Database to the State of Illinois Transportation Coordinat-
ing Committee.

Sue McNeil presented “Leveraging Information to Better Man-
age Infrastructure Assets,” at the 3rd International Symposium 
on Infrastructure Management and Financing, Kyoto, Japan.

Joe DiJohn gave a tour and presentation of the region’s transit 
facilities to visiting public offi cials from Houston, Texas.

Sue McNeil and P.S. Sriraj presented a workshop on private-
sector asset management at the 5th National Transportation 
Asset Management Conferences, Atlanta, Ga. (also presented 
in October at same conference in Seattle).

Joe DiJohn and Siim Sööt gave a presentation of  UTC research 
activities at the Illinois Department of Transportation Annual 
Fall Planning Conference, Rend Lake, Illinois.

Shamus Misek moderated a session on “Using Special Events 
and Promotions to Enhance Transportation Demand Manage-
ment (TDM) Programs,”  at the ACT Conference, Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 

Kazuya Kawamura made a presentation to a National Acade-
mies of Sciences Panel on International Trade Traffi c in Woods 
Hole, Mass.

Nidhi Vaid will present “Collaborative Planning Using Com-
puter Aided Visualization Tools: A Case Study of Oak Park, Il-
linois,” at the Tools for Community Design and Decision Mak-
ing (TCDDM) conference in San Francisco in December 2003.
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UTC’s Mission Statement

“To understand and improve
urban transportation through

creation, application and dissemination 
of transportation knowledge

while also making use of the Chicago 
metropolitan area as a living laboratory.”

Another transit circumferential high-
lighted at the symposium was the Chi-
cago Transit Authority’s proposed Circle 
Line, a route that would create an outer 
“Loop” less than two miles from down-
town Chicago. Michael Shiffer, CTA’s 
vice president of planning and devel-
opment as well as an urban planning 
professor on leave from UIC, outlined 
the agency’s case for the project, which 
would have a multitude of benefi ts. The 
fi rst stage of the project would allow 
more frequent trains to be run to the new-
ly restored Cermak/Douglas branch of 
the Blue Line. Also, the line would hook 
up Metra service with direct “el” access 
to job centers such as the Illinois Medical 
District. Finally, the line would save time 
on transfer trips to O’Hare, as passengers 
would no longer need to travel into the 
downtown area to access the Blue Line. 

Other presenters on the day included 
Joseph Schwieterman, director of the 

Chaddick Institute for Metropolitan De-
velopment at DePaul University, who 
spoke about how the growth in suburb-
to-suburb trips is driving the need for cir-
cumferentials, and Candace Sauermann, 
a project manager with IDOT, who dis-
cussed the Gateway Connector, a future  
circumferential corridor near St. Louis. 

John McCarron — a former Chicago 
Tribune editorial board member who has 
covered Chicago transportation projects 
for decades — once again provided his 
unique take on the symposium’s main 
topic and injected a little humor into the 
program, gathering the panelists for a 
session of tough questions from both him 
and the audience.   

If you would like to fi nd out more about 
the Fall 2003 Symposium, check the 
UTC web site for the agenda, or contact 
Gabrielle Brown at gabbyliz@uic.edu 
for information on presentations. 

Fall Symposium continued from Page 1

A packed house (top 
left) included (clock-
wise) Ronald Thomas 
and Stephen Fried-
man; Joe DiJohn;  Kirk 
Brown, Michael Fortner 
and Shamus Misek. 



Ying Bao, MS, Civil Engineering. “Imple-
mentation of the Java-Based Inspection 
Framework for Bridge Field Inspection”

Laurette Brown, MS Civil Engineering. 
“Working Smart Toward Livable Com-
munities: An Approach to Rockford 
Neighborhood”

Arnab Chakraborty, MUPP. “Design 
Guidelines for Better Median Station 
Environments”

David Fronczak, MUPP, “The Legal 
Challenge Against the Lincoln Central 
Special District Overlay: Assessment of 
the Validity of the Ordinance” 

Graham Garfi eld, MUPP. “Elevating 
Station Design: A Cost/Benefi t Analy-
sis of Rehabbing Existing Transit Sta-
tions Versus All-New Build-Outs”

David Kralik, MUPP. “When Will it Get 
Here? A Study of Transit Bus Reliability”

Yihua Liao, MUPP. “Patterns of House-
hold Transportation Expenditures: The Ef-
fects of Income and Housing Subsidies”

Shaumik Pal, MUPP. “Asset Manage-
ment and Intelligent Transportation Sys-
tems: Interactions and Synergies” 

Rapol Laxmana Reddy, MS Civil En-
gineering. “The Taxicab Industry in 
Chicago: Past, Present and Future”

Sudeshna Sen, MUPP. “Public Transpor-
tation Information Systems: Application 
to Labor Market and Transportation 
Problems”

Avinash Sinha, MUPP. “Modeling the 
Effect of Occupation, Industry and Spa-
tial Characteristics on Job Start Times”

Haidong Zhu, MUPP. “Factors Affecting 
Travel Time Changes between 1990 and 
2000: A Study of Metropolitan Chicago” 

Urban Transportation Center (MC 357)
College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
University of Illinois at Chicago
412 S. Peoria Street, Suite 340
Chicago, IL 60607-7036
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2003 Student Theses & Projects

November 12-13, 2003
National Transit Institute (NTI) 2-day 
course “Commuter Benefi t Program, 
Staff Course,” at UIC's Chicago Circle 
Center.

January 11-15, 2004
Transportation Research Board 
Meeting and Conference 2004, 
Washington, D.C.

April 6, 2004
Institute for Environmental Science 
Policy 2004 Joint Environmental 
Conference, Chicago Illini Union. For 
more information contact Daniel T. 
McGrath at 312.996.5723.

July 18, 2004
URISA 2004 Public Participation 
GIS (PPGIS) Conference, at the 
University of Wisconsin-Madison.

Upcoming Events


