
A new era begins at the Urban Transpor-
tation Center.  We have had a remark-
able series of decades in which a half 
dozen distinguished academics have 
directed the Center and drawn interna-
tional attention to its research products.  
We are indeed fortunate to start this era 
with a new director, Steve Schlickman, 
who comes into the position with a wid-
er range of transportation professional 
experiences than any previous director. 
However, several former directors have 
broadened their professional activities 
as they have been called from UTC to 
prominent positions, such as Ashish 
Sen to become director of US DOT’s 
Bureau of Transportation Statistics and 
Robert Paaswell who became the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Chicago Transit 
Authority (CTA). 

Schlickman has worked in the transpor-
tation realm for over 30 years starting 
as a bus driver for the Georgetown Uni-
versity transit system, to most recently 
overseeing the nation’s second largest 
transit system as the Executive Director 
of the Regional Transportation Author-
ity. He previously headed the high-pro-
file Downtown Circulator Study to bring 
rail operation to distribute traffic coming 
into Union Station and the now Ogilvie 
Transportation Center while serving UIC 
and McCormick Place. 

As Mayor Daley’s first Director of the 
Chicago office in Washington he worked 
on funding for all modes of transporta-
tion.  He also developed a very suc-
cessful consulting business working on 
difficult transportation legislative and 
financing issues. 

“They have given me a broad breadth 
of transportation knowledge that will 
help me lead the UTC to a level stabil-

ity and prominence that  it is seeking to 
achieve,” Schlickman said.

Schlickman was reared in Arlington 
Heights and has had a life-long associa-
tion with the political and economic is-
sues of the region. His father, Eugene, 
represented Arlington Heights in the 
General Assembly during the early ‘70s 
when the initial RTA legislation and ref-
erendum was passed.  He has undoubt-
edly gained immensely from his early 
tutelage and understanding of the politi-
cal process. This enabled him to become 
the consummate transit professional 
having represented the RTA, CTA and 
City of Chicago in public and legislative 
matters. 

As an adjunct faculty in the College 
of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, 
Schlickman is very familiar to many of 
our faculty, staff and students.  He was 
invited to teach at UIC by Ashish Sen 
and over the years this has proven to be 
very beneficial to our students and our 
curriculum.  He has offered the course 
“Funding and Finance of Transportation 
Projects” since 1999.  His familiarity 
with the workings of Washington and 
Springfield have been a vital dimension 
of the classes that he has taught, and 
this familiarity will now also be a criti-
cal dimension of the research path that 
Schlickman will craft for the Center. 

He’s been a legislative expert, support-
er, manager, teacher, visionary and the 
region today is much better because of 
him.  We are indeed most fortunate to 
have Steve Schlickman preside over the 
future direction of the Center at a time 
when funding for research represents 
a well-defined challenge for academic 
institutions across the nation.  Steve, a 
hearty welcome to UTC.     
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As I approach my retirement, after more than 
forty years at UIC, I have the opportunity to 
thank all of the directors that have preceded me, 
all of the faculty and staff members that have 
supported the center and all of the students that 
have worked in the trenches to create a truly 
productive center characterized by academic 
excellence.  

We have a legacy of accomplishments that 
range from impressive early work on how to 
use PCs in transportation planning and research 
(in the early 1980s) to   our current efforts to 
provide information that will be used to inform Congress regarding the effectiveness 
of the Job Access and Reverse Commute (JARC) program and their New Freedom 
initiative.  Along the way, the Urban Transportation Center has distinguished itself 
in research areas such as dynamic routing of vehicles and the minimal role of 
expressway network on urban sprawl.  The tradition of seeking new and additional 
resources keeps the candles burning and I would like to acknowledge the recent 
successes in this regard by Piyushimita Thakuriah, Joseph DiJohn, P. S. Sriraj, Paul 
Metaxatos, Kouros Mohammadian, Jane Lin and Lise Dirks.       

We now approach a new era with Steve Schlickman as our incoming Executive 
Director.  We could not be in better hands.  He is one of those rare, prominent 
professionals that has dedicated innumerable hours to teaching graduate-level classes 
for over a decade while maintaining high-profile, public service positions.  In his 
teaching activities he has brought his many years of wisdom to our students, sharing 
his many critically important assignments that have included work in Washington 
as well as here in the Chicago area.   He has immense public- and private-sector 
experience that will be particularly useful as he charts new and continuing research 
directions for UTC. Few individuals have the insight that Steve possess on the 
emerging priorities in both Springfield and Washington.        

At the same time our hearts and minds are with Joseph DiJohn.  He is progressing 
through a difficult medical-treatment program.  Even though, with some exceptions, 
he is unable to come to campus we are encouraged by his level of productivity at 
home.  He continues to be dedicated to his role as Director of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Support Initiate and continues to head our studies for CN.  We look 
forward to Joe’s unremitting participation at UTC.     

We again have new and continuing group of talented and enthusiastic graduate 
research assistants that represent a critical cog in our research productivity. For that 
we are thankful.  Our students represent the future of transportation research and 
practice.  I wish them well in their future as they work for a more livable world 
through more efficient transportation options.  To this aim we strive to provide them 
with the necessary skills and direction to succeed in a competitive and challenging 
world.    
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2010 Krambles Scholarship Winners Announced
The 2010 UIC George Krambles Transportation Scholarship Program awarded $2,000 in scholarships to three transportation 
planning students. The $1,000 scholarship was awarded to Nathaniel Grotte. Two $500 scholarships were awarded to Scott 
Figler  and Ryan Ruehle.
 
Nathaniel’s paper, entitled “An Informal Content Analysis of NTSB Bridge Collapse Reports,” focused on the investiga-
tions of aviation, highway, rail, pipeline and marine accidents conducted by the United States National Transportation Safety 
Board. In it, he discusses the coding mechanism for bridge deficiencies in terms of frequency and analyses the rationale for 
these procedures. Nathaniel is a Masters student in transportation planning int he UIC Urban Planning and Policy Program.
 
Scott’s paper, entitled “Customer Loyalty and the CTA Bus: Results from the 2008 CTA Customer Satisfaction Survey,” 
explores the significant decrease in CTA customer loyalty across the 2008 survey.  Results were derived using two methods: 
a quadrant analysis to highlight aspects of service in most need of improvement and a multivariate regression that attempts 
to explain the variance in the dependent variable.  As strategies aimed at retaining current riders are far less expensive than 
those that seek to attract new ones, the findings provided evidence of specific ways in which the agency can increase bus 
loyalty in a cost-effective manner. Scott is a Masters student focusing on transportation planning in the UIC Urban Planning 
and Policy Program, and research assistant in the Urban Transportation Center.

Ryan’s paper, entitled “U.S. High-Speed Rail Station Locations: Recommended Guidelines for the Federal Selection Process,” 
discusses current public proposals for the Midwest High-Speed Rail (HSR) Network, investigates federal policy towards 
building the system and analyzes alternative policy tenets that draw on existing infrastructure and political frameworks.  The 
paper furthermore explores the strain that high-capacity stations could place on the downtowns of major Midwestern cities, 
investigates the impact that different means of getting passengers to and from stations may have, and compares benefits and 
disadvantages of downtown and airport station locations.  Ryan is a Masters student focusing on transportation planning in 
the UIC Urban Planning and Policy Program.
 
George Krambles, former Executive Director of the Chicago Transit Authority, served the region’s transit system for 43 
years beginning as a student engineer with the Chicago Rapid Transit Company in 1937. Krambles was a graduate of the 
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and was a friend of the Urban Transportation Center at UIC. He passed away in 
1999 but leaves a legacy of achievement and friendship in transportation and academia. In 2005, the Krambles Scholarship 
Fund endowed the scholarship in the College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs for transportation students and research 
assistants at UTC. More than 100 students nationwide have received the prestigious award and many are today’s top trans-
portation professionals.

UIC Voorhees Center and UTC Researcher Partner with Department of Defense

In May 2009, the Nathalie P. Voorhees Center for Neighborhood and Community Improvement at UIC began a multi-
year, collaborative partnership with the Office of Economic Adjustment. This office is a Department of Defense 
agency responsible for providing planning assistance to communities experiencing a military base closure or expan-
sion.  The Research and Technical Assistance Project provides constantly updated indicators and analysis on a wide 
variety of subjects to more than 50 military base areas in the United States.  

Continued on page 9
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METSI News
Joe	DiJohn	Presents	to	CTRF

In June, Joe DiJohn was invited to 
present a METSI-sponsored paper, 
“Chicago’s CREATE Rail Program: A 
Successful Public-Private Partnership” 
to the Canadian Transportation 
Research Forum.  
 
Freight	Tonnage	Web	Site	
Developed

Under the supervision of PI Kazuya 
Kawamura and Jane Lin, Masters 
Candidate Minyan Ruan completed the 
development of county-level estimation 
of freight tonnage productions and 
attractions by commodity for the 
entire United States.  Working with the 
University of Toledo, a web site was 
developed that privdes the data to the 
public on a permit-based system.  This 
is a CFIRE project led by the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison, of which UIC 
is a member.

TRF Chicago Chapter News

Students	and	Professionals	visit	
Matteson	Railway	Interchange

Twenty two students and professionals 
took part in a special outing to 
CN’s new railway interchange at 
Matteson, Illinois on August 10, 
2010. This event, sponsored by the 
Transportation Research Forum, was 
arranged jointly by UIC Research 
Professor Joseph DiJohn and DePaul 
University.  Participants were 
provided a first-hand look at a project 
requiring building several large 
viaducts and earthen embankments.   
The interchange will allow more 
trains to move between CN’s former 
Illinois Central maintain and the 
former Elgin, Joliet & Eastern 
bypass route, greatly reducing 
congestion.  Representative from CN 
and Matteson village government 
described property acquisition, 
engineering, and implications for 
freight movement.

UTC Student Spends Summer in Bogota

by Scott Figler

This summer I had the good fortune to work in Bogota, Colombia, an imposing and 
beautiful city nestled in the Andes Mountains.  Among Bogota’s many distinctions are 
having more coffee shops than Seattle, its former title of “Worst City in the World,” and 
– of more interest to my audience of transportation aficionados – home of the world’s 
most comprehensive Bus Rapid Transit system as well as several other innovative 
transportation/air quality/urban renewal projects.  My internship was with the Institute 
for Transportation and Development Policy (www.itdp.org), a non-profit providing 
technical assistance to municipalities in developing countries where the population 
is growing exceptionally fast.  HDP has satellite offices worldwide,  in cities such as 
Sao Paulo, Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City, Guangzhou, Ahmadabad, and Dar-es-Salaam, 
where they consult and advocate for Bus Rapid Transit projects. Their main projects in 
Bogota are demand modeling for Transmilenio and advocating for bike-friendly poli-
cies at the city level.  

You should believe the hype about Transmilenio.  It is an amazing system. The first 9 
lines were built in 7 years, its capital costs are roughly 10 percent that of a comparable 
rail system, and it moves 1.4 million people per day, which is more than twice the 
daily weekday ridership as on CTA rail.  Yet its most important impact is the most dif-
ficult to quantify. It has completely reshaped South America’s 4th largest city.  Unlike 
15 years ago, it is now possible for some of the city’s poorest residents in the south 
to find jobs in other parts of town rather than being confined to one area.  There is no 
question that Transmilenio has raised the standard of living of hundreds of thousands 
of Bogotanos.  

The situation today for Transmilenio is not as rosy as it once was.  Citizens are growing 
tired of the seemingly endless construction.  The complicated management structure 
makes it difficult to add buses to the system, which has led to severely congested buses 
as ridership has increased over the years.  Protests and even riots in the last few years 
in the wake of these conditions illustrate its deteriorating public image.  The current 

UTC Welcomes New CN Fellow

Steven Mannella began as a Canadian National (CN) Fellow at the UTC this Fall. 
He is a MUPP student pursuing a dual concentration in transportation and economic 
development. His research interests include the treats and opportunities of the Chi-
cago region’s rail freight industry and potential impacts the industry has on economic 
development in the Chicago area. 

Mannella graduated from the University at Buffalo, the State University of New 
York in 2010 with an undergraduate degree in environmental design. The degree, 
offered within the School of Architecture and Planning, taught theories and skills of 
urban planning. As an undergraduate, Manella served as an intern at the Buffalo Nia-
gra Partnership, a large chamber of commerce in the Buffalo Region. His work at the 
Buffalo Niagra Partnership introduced him to the significance of the freight industry 
on the Buffalo region’s economy as well as the importance of the freight industry in 
general. He also volunteered with  the University Heights collaborative, which is an 
umbrella organization for block clubs located within neighborhoods surrounding the 
University at Buffalo’s south campus. 

Continued on page 5



mayor wants to abort plans for Trans-
Milenio expansion and dedicate resourc-
es to a subway line.  Though this seems 
unlikely, the fact that he was elected on 
this platform shows how Transmilenio 
has fallen out of political favor.  

My internship was dedicated to going 
through 7 years of Transmilenio rider 
survey data and produce a report about 
demographic characteristics such as age, 
income, car ownership, and education 
levels. This data was used to explain how 
these things vary across the Transmilenio 
network.  Another variable I measured 
across different demographic groups was 
customer satisfaction, something of inter-
est to the agency because of their strug-
gling brand.  Anyone interested in read-
ing the report can contact me at sfigle2@
uic.edu. 

Living in Bogota was a phenomenal ex-
perience, and it is absolutely extraordi-
nary to see how far the city has come in 
only 15 years.  Substantial improvements 
have been made in nearly all aspects of 
public life.  For example, compared to 
1993, automobile traffic has decreased 
by 22 percent, traffic fatalities are down 
50 percent, and homicide is down 75 
percent.  More than 1,000 new neighbor-
hood parks have been built, 15 public 
libraries have been erected with 400,000 
weekly users, 98 percent of all children 
attend school, and all houses have run-
ning water, electricity, and sewers.  
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Above: The Transmilenio BRT in Bogota, Colombia. Below: The streets of 
Bogota, Columbia.

Bogota (continued from page 4)



ITS and Privacy Concerns Receive International Attention

by Caitlin D. Cottrill 

Among the current trends appearing in transportation is the increasing use of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) and Lo-
cation Based Services (LBS). Unlike traditional physical transportation investments, ITS and LBS rely on a flow of data from 
the transportation network to increase efficiency and safety of the system. One element of interest that has emerged from this 
shift is that of the privacy of user data once it has entered the system. I was privileged this summer to have the opportunity to 
participate in two international gatherings of researchers involved in questions of privacy, both in relation to mobility and in the 
general information society.

The 10th Annual Privacy Enhancing Technologies Symposium (PETS), held this past July in Berlin, Germany, brought together 
anonymity and privacy researchers from around the world. A portion of the symposium, referred to as HotPETs, focused on 
emerging issues in everyday privacy. My paper, entitled “Examining Privacy and Surveillance in Urban Areas: A Transporta-
tion Context,” was presented as part of HotPETs and looked at the intersection of security and privacy in transportation-related 
surveillance (such as red light cameras and Electronic Toll Collection (ETC) systems). The conference provided a valuable op-
portunity for interaction between persons studying technical issues of privacy in information networks and those concerned with 
how these technologies may impact the public experience of privacy. 

In a similar vein, the first annual Summer School on Mobility, Data Mining and Privacy (MODAP), held in August in Rho-
des, Greece, brought together experts, doctoral students and young postdocs to look at recent innovations at the intersection 
of modeling and management of moving object databases, data analysis and knowledge discovery from mobility data, and the 
emergence of privacy issues when processing human mobility. Forty doctoral students and postdocs were selected to be part of 
the school, and it provided a valuable forum for receiving training and discussing emerging and ongoing research in the fields 
of mobility and privacy. 

The issue of privacy in transportation is one that will continue to be of interest as we enhance our ability to use location informa-
tion to improve user experience of the transportation network. My experiences at PETS and MODAP provided useful opportuni-
ties to further my research through interaction with others studying related topics. The insights gleaned from these experiences 
will be helpful as researchers continue to work towards balancing the desire to protect individual privacy while ensuring the 
continued efficiency of the transportation network. 
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Hersh Singh, a 2009 graduate of the MUPP program and former research assis-
tant at the UTC is currently working in the Planning Department of the Regional 
Transportation Authority (RTA). He works as a Strategic Planner in the Strategic 
and Long Range Planning Division as part of various analytical projects. These 
projects include support for the RTA’s Market Analysis study, and utilizing data 
from the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning’s (CMAP) 2007-2008 House-
hold Travel Tracker Survey to perform more in depth analysis. He also supports 
in house Geographic Information Systems (GIS) map and analysis requests and is 
currently developing new online web mapping applications using GIS Server and 
Flex. In addition, he assists in maintenance and development of Regional Transit 
Asset Management System (RTAMS) website.
 
While at the UTC, Hersh worked on developing a statewide interactive public and 
specialized transportation provider database for IDOT’s Department of Intermodal 
Transportation (DPIT) under the direction of Lise Dirks.  
 

Alumni	Update

Hersh	Singh
RTA Strategic Planner
CUPPA MUPP-UTC ‘09
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UTC News Briefs

Seminar	Series	Welcomes	
Speakers	from	Across	the	
Country

The start of a new academic year 
brought with it plenty of interesting 
seminars thanks to some very impor-
tant guest speakers.  Urban Transpor-
tation Center staff and students have 
been meeting each Friday to learn about 
varying topics in the field.  In addition to 
presentations given by staff on their re-
search, we had the pleasure of welcom-
ing guest speakers from the Community 
Transportation Association of America 
(CTAA), Cambridge Systematics, and 
the Federal Highway Administration.

On September 24th, 2010, Charles 
Dickson visited us from the Community 
Transportation Association of America, 
which is based in Washington D.C.  Mr. 
Dickson is the Associate Director of the 
CTAA and has worked there for over 
20 years.  Some of his major accom-
plishments at CTAA have included the 
establishment of the Rural Transporta-
tion Assistance Program (RTAP) Na-
tional Resource Center and Peer-to-Peer 
Network.  Mr. Dickson’s presentation 
touched on current trends in the coor-
dination of human service and public 
transportation.  Attendants participated in a discussion on the prospects for reauthorization of the federal surface transportation 
legislation and its impacts on future transportation policy and practice.  

Audrey Wennink of Cambridge Systematics visited UTC on October 15th, 2010.  Ms. Wennink discussed examples of her cur-
rent transportation planning work including projects on transportation safety and linking economic development to transporta-
tion investment.  Also a member of Women’s Transportation Seminar (WTS), Ms. Wennink discussed the opportunities provided 
by membership to WTS, a professional association for those in the transportation industry.  These benefits include the organiza-
tion’s annual scholarship program, which past UTC students have been awarded.

UTC was pleased to host Ed Christopher of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) on October 29th, 2010.  Mr. Christo-
pher is the Metropolitan Planning Specialsit on the Planning Team at the FHWA.  The seminar, titled “Where are we with Census 
Data as it Relates to Transportation Planning,” touched on how transportation planners can use American Community Survey 
(ACS) data in their research.  At the end of the presentation, seminar attendants were given helpful informational materials that 
can be found in UTC.

UTC	Explores	Diversity	of	its	Staff

UTC staff and students were able to celebrate diversity and hear about the unique experiences of some of our colleagues overseas.  
Speakers included Research Assistant Scott Figler, who told us about his internship experiences over the summer in Bogata, Co-
lumbia; and Post-Doctoral Research Associate Nebiyou Tilahun, who shared his experiences of growing up in Ethiopia.  Research 
Assistant Trey Blaise gave a presentation on his home state, Louisiana, discussing cultural identities of the state such as food, 
speech, sports and religion, while also looking into the state’s budget crisis and its detrimental effects on higher education.  

Above: Ed Christopher (left) from the FHWA discusses the census. Below: 
Charles Dickson (front, left) tells the UTC about efforts CTAA is making in 
Rural Transportation.



- 8 -

CONNECTOR Fall 2010

APA-Illinois Conference held in Bloomington-Normal 

by Arnold Kasemsarn

The Illinois Chapter of the American Planning Association held its annual conference in Bloomington-Normal from Sep-
tember 22-24, 2010.  The conference was a worthwhile opportunity to learn about issues such as Complete Streets treatment 
implementation in the region, in addition to other regional and national legislative agendas.
 
Beyond Complete Streets was largely a policy session that reviewed criteria used by the Tri-County Planning Commission 
(Peoria region) to evaluate projects that include transit, pedestrians and bicyclists.  The criteria are used in a score sheet pro-
cedure to identify viable projects and establish priorities for new facilities.  The IDOT Pedestrian/Bike Coordinator provided 
an overview of Illinois legislation that encourages planning for Complete Streets concepts and provides a policy basis for 
regional initiatives.
 
A session that focused on Complete Streets treatments in the City of Champaign provided a number of ideas to improve 
roadway safety and to reduce potential traffic conflicts through the implementation of roundabouts and HAWK signals.  The 
roundabouts session focused on circular intersections that are typically much smaller and slower than rotary intersections or 
traffic circles, which lead to negative impressions of circular intersections.  According to the presenter, the roundabouts are en-
gineered to address the safety issues of the traffic circles and to provide clear instructions and guidance for drivers who enter 
them.  The roundabouts are also believed to reduce the overall complexity of navigating an intersection.  Although opposition 
is often high during planning stages, implementations of roundabout designs are often preferred by residents after installation.  
The HAWK signal is a pedestrian crossing signal design that seeks to provide additional information and guidance to motor-
ists.  The crossing includes several sets of signal phases that are activated by pedestrians in the hopes of improving visibility 
of the crosswalk and reducing vehicle-pedestrian incidents.
 
The Downtown Circulation session was a review of various downtown traffic pattern options.  Examples focused primar-
ily on parking options such as on-street diagonal stalls and lots behind businesses--but also included some examples of how 
to incorporate different traffic calming techniques into the rights-of-way.  Some examples of these techniques included curb 
extensions and pedestrian medians, changes from one-way to two-way traffic patterns, adding dedicated transit and bike lanes, 
and enhancing signage and street markings. The session promoted the theory of a “street diet” where pedestrian and sidewalk 
amenities are extended into the right-of-way that once handled traffic lanes.
 
The last session attended was Senator Dick Durbin’s legislative agenda session.  This session was led by William Houlihan, 
an aide from the Senator’s office.  Houlihan provided a brief overview of the Illinois-focused initiatives in transportation and 
infrastructure projects--including a discussion of rail projects and the proposed Illiana (Illinois-Indiana) Expressway.  The 
session also provided an update regarding the St. Louis-Springfrield 110 mph rail upgrades that are currently underway, rail 
equipment procurement options, and the use of the remaining ARRA funds.  Upon completion, it is expected that the Chicago-
St. Louis route is expected to handle 8 round trips each day (an increase from 4 round trips currently) in under four hours.  
Houlihan also described the negotiations over the next surface transportation bill-and the expectation that it will provided 
$455 billion over the next five years (compared to $303 billion allotted in SAFETEA-LU) an increase that would be partially 
funded by a gas tax increase of ten cents over the next three years.  

Sustainability-themed IDOT Conference hits Springfield

This year the IDOT Fall Planning Conference, held in Springfield September 28-29, had “Sustainability Defined” as its theme.  
Sessions included a focus on local plans and projects, state and regional initiatives with a focus on sustainability, public 
outreach efforts and sustainable financing. In addition some sessions featured discussions regarding air quality and the impact 
of changing standards on non-attainment and transportation planning.  Specific local Springfield projects featured included 
the MacArthur Boulevard Redevelopment Project as well as a tour of Southwind Park, which serves as a national model for 
design to include all people without physical and social barriers.  

Paul Tait, Executive Director of Southeast Michigan Governments presented “A Framework for Sustainability in Southeast 
Michigan,” focusing on shifting planning needs based on regional economic change in the Detroit area.  CMAP presented its 
“Go To 2040” plan and IDOT’s new Illinois Livable and Sustainable Transportation (I-LAST) Rating System and Guide. A 
sustainability performance metric system developed by the Illinois Department of Transportation, the American Council of En-
gineering Companies-Illinois, and the Illinois Road and Transportation Builders of Illinois was also presented.  At the national 
level, legislation impacting regional planning and the need for complete coverage and inclusion in the planning process was 
discussed, as well as the ongoing issue of finding sustainable financing for transportation at the federal level.
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Presentations

Amimi, S., K. Mohammadian, K. 
Kawamura. “An Online Freight Data 
Collection Effort in US” TRB 2010 
NATMEC Conference Invitation: Im-
proving Traffic Data Collection, Anal-
ysis, and Use. June 23, 2010. SeattleCittril

Cottrill, C. D. “Examining Privacy and 
Surveillance in Urban Areas: A Trans-
portation Context.” Hot Topics in Pri-
vacy Enhancing Technologies, July 
2001, Berlin, Germany.

Cottrill, C. D. and P. Thakuriah, “Eval-
uating pedestrian crashes in areas with 
high low-income or minority popula-
tions.” ACSP annual conference, Min-
neapolis, MN, October 2010.

Kawamura, K. P.S. Sriraj, S. Sher-
burn. “Understanding Freight - Land 
Use Interrelationships.” Presented at 
Association of Collegiate Schools of 
Planning Annual meeting. October 8, 
2010. Minneapolis     

Ruan, M., J. Lin, K. Kawamura (2010) 
“National County-level Commodity 
Flow Data Generation and Analysis,” 
presented at the 2010 Midcontinent 
Research Forum, Madison, WI,  Au-
gust 19, 2010

Ruan, M., J. Lin, K. Kawamura 
(2010) Modeling Commercial Vehicle 
Daily Tour Chaining, presented at the 
TRB-SHRP2 Freight Modeling and 
Data Symposium (invited), Washing-
ton DC, September 14-15, 2010 (3rd 
place in the competition)

Papers and posters presented 
at Transport Chicago. Ameri-
can Dental Association. Chi-
cago, Illinois. June 4, 2010.

Figler, S. Customer Satisfaction and the 
CTA Bus: Results from the 2008 CTA 
Customer Satisfaction Survey.

Samimi, A., K. Mohammadian and K. 
Kawamura. Freight Microsimulation 
in the U.S.

Bernal, M. Impact of Slow Zones on 
CTA Passengers.

Saavedra, J. Ridership Building Strat-
egies: the Case of Immigrants and 
Limited English Proficiency Riders.

Miodonski, D. Examining the Rela-
tionship Between Freight Consump-
tion and Land Use.

Auld, J. and K. Mohammadian. Disag-
gregate Work Location Choice Model 
for Chicago Considering Agglomera-
tion and Competition Effects.

Dirks, L. and P.S. Sriraj. TRANPRO 
and Its Role in Facilitating Specialized 
Transportation Services in Illinois.

Publications

Cottrill, C. D. and P. Thakuriah. “Eval-
uating pedestrian crashes in areas with 
high low-income or minority popula-
tions.” Accident Analysis and Preven-
tion. Vol. 42, Iss. 6. November 2010, 
pp. 1718-1728.

Masters	 Theses	 &	 Proj-
ects

Hossein Rashidi, Laya. (Summer 
2010) MUPP. Thesis: “Relationship 
between Economic and Transportation 
Infrastructure Indicators and Freight 
Productivity.”

Samimi, Amir. (Spring 2010) PhD.-
Engineering. Dissertation: “A Behav-
ioral Mode Choice Microsimulation 
Model for Freight Transportation in 
the U.S.”

Schmidt, Todd.  (Spring 2010) MUPP. 
Project: “The Obesity Problem: A 
Census Tract Level Study of the City 
of Chicago.”

Tang, Lei. (Summer 2010) PhD-UPP. 
Dissertation: “Design and Implemen-
tation of Advanced Transit Informa-
tion Systems.”

Voorhees has led an extensive out-
reach effort to planning agencies in 
the impacted areas.  While base clo-
sure represents a significant loss to 
rural areas, local economies with an 
expanding military presence have 
fared much better than the nation as a 
whole.  Research found that these ar-
eas have lower unemployment rates, 
fewer per-capita unemployment in-
surance claims, lower vacancy rates 
and comparatively stable housing 
prices.  

In the first project year, Voorhees 
conducted multiple economic im-
pact studies for the base communi-
ties and provided data and analysis 
on subjects ranging from foreclosure 
status to compliance with the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act to popu-
lation growth.  Beyond custom data 
requests, the research team has found 
that base communities need basic 
data and analysis about transportation 
need and usage.  In response to this 
need, Voorhees has partnered with 
the Urban Transportation Center to 
develop and analyze basic measures 
of transportation usage as it relates to 
military growth and closure issues.  

Dr. Pavlos Metaxatos represents the 
UTC in this collaborative effort.  His 
role is to develop transportation indi-
cators that would help the impacted 
communities understand how chang-
es affect the transportation system.   
Some of these changes include base 
closure, expansion, reduction as well 
as U. S. economic trends. These in-
dicators will be linked to other in-
directly related factors such as em-
ployment, commuting patterns and 
housing costs.  

As the project continues, UTC may 
provide direct assistance to base 
communities in terms of local trans-
portation planning needs if necessary 
and feasible.

Voorhees (continued from pg. 3)
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UTC’s	Mission	Statement

“The Urban Transportation Center 
(UTC) seeks to understand and improve 
urban transportation through the 
creation, application and dissemination 
of transportation knowledge while also 
making use of the Chicago metropolitan 
area.”

Please contact Silvia Becerra at silabec@uic.edu with any questions or comments.

Phone: 312.996.4820 
Fax: 312.413.0006 
Web: http://www.utc.uic.edu 
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Chicago, IL 60607-7036

Editorial	Team: Silvia Becerra, Joe DiJohn, 
Lise Dirks, Danielle Inendino, Sarah 
Sherburn, Steve Schlickman, Siim Sööt, 
George Yanos 

Upcoming Events

January 23-27, 2011
Transportation Research Board (TRB)
90th Annual Meeting
Washington, DC
For more information: http://trb.org/Meeting/default.asp 
Check our website for more information on the schedule of 
UTC presenters at TRB.

January 24, 2011
UTC Reception at TRB
Hilton Washington, Washington, DC
6:00 PM - 7:30 PM
For more information contact: Belinda Burgess  at
312-996-4820 or bburge1@uic.edu

March 10-12, 2011
Transportation Research Forum (TRF) 
52st Annual Forum 
Long Beach, CA
For more information:  
http://www.trforum.org/forum/2011/register.php

April 12-16, 2011
Association of American Geographers (AAG)
Seattle, WA
For more information: 
http://www.aag.org/cs/events/event_detail?eventId=13

April 9-12, 2011
American Planning Association’s (APA)
National Planning Conference
Boston, MA
For more information: 
http://www.planning.org/conference/index.htm

May 18-20, 2011
WTS (Advancing Women in Transportation
2011 Annual Conference
San Francisco, CA
For more information: 
http://www.wtsinternational.org/SecondaryTemplate.
aspx?id=5378

Alumni	Update

If you would like to be featured in the UTC Alumni Up-
date, please send a short bio and picture to Silvia Becerra at 
silabec@uic.edu.

UTC	Alumni!	Where	are	you?

Help UTC keep out records current by send-
ing your up dated information. Go to www.utc.uic.edu and 
look for the “Eye on Alumni” to submit your information.


