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As the Urban Transportation Center 
continues its remarkable growth, the 
international reach of the Center grows 
along with it. In this issue of the Connec-
tor alone, you can find many examples 
of this trend, including articles about the 
trips to Japan taken by Professors McNeil 
and Kawamura; a visiting professor from 
Korea sharing his research interests; and 
our upcoming symposium with a special 
guest speaker from London. 

These activities suggest a broadening in-
ternational scope, and a review of UTC’s 
students and  research projects proves the 
wide reach of our institute and its faculty. 
The increasingly diverse set of students 
and research assistants come from many 
different regions of the world, hailing 
from countries including Columbia, Ko-
rea, India, and the Netherlands. 

Of the 30 current graduate research as-
sistants, 17 are originally from countries 
other than the U.S., bringing the perspec-
tive of their home countries as a base of 
knowledge for their studies. 

For example, Sanya Niumpradit is a 
Ph.D. candidate from Bangkok, Thai-
land, whose research interests have lead 
him to complete a dissertation that tracks 
the impact of highway spending on a 
nation’s economy (and vice-versa). His 
research involves conducting a compara-
tive review of transportation and eco-
nomic data from 49 different nations. 

Daisuke Mizusawa, on the other hand, 
has returned to the U.S. to get his Ph.D. 
at UIC. The graduate of Carnegie-Mel-
lon (and former student of Sue McNeil’s 
there) worked for a number of years in 
his home country of Japan before coming 
to Chicago last Fall. Daisuke’s research 
interests include asset management and 

transportation policy; and thus far he has 
been conducting research that compares 
transportation planning in Japan to cur-
rent practice in the U.S. Another Japa-
nese Ph.D. student, Sadayuki Yagi, spent 
the past few years working in Indonesia. 
Using detailed traffic survey data he col-
lected in Jakarta, he plans to develop 
travel forecasts and possible future sce-
narios for the rapidly expanding city.

Such students manage to bring ideas and 
experiences that contribute to the pool 
of knowledge at UTC, and another key 
benefit is that many of these students re-
turn and share their UTC work in their 
home countries. For example, Jiangping 
Zhou — the recipient of a 2004 Kram-
bles Scholarship (see pg. 5) — hails from 
Shanghai, and has been studying for his 
Ph.D. here at UIC. Last year, he attended 
a conference of young Chinese profes-
sionals in Beijing, where he presented a 
paper on how the lessons from U.S. con-
gestion policies could inform Chinese 
transportation efforts. Similarly, soon-to-
be-graduated Civil Engineering Master’s 
student Dong Zhai will go to China this 
summer to present on new technologies 
in asset management. 

These activities and specialized research 
interests are enriching the UTC experi-
ence for everyone. Read on to find other 
examples of our ever broadening scope. 

International fl avor drives UTC’s growthcontents
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Director’s Message by Sue McNeil  

The focus of this spring edition of the 
UTC Connector is UTC’s international 
activities.  As a researcher and educator, 
conferences and visits to exotic (and not 
so exotic) locations, interactions with 
visitors from other countries and the day-
to-day exchanges with our international 
students provide new perspectives, en-
richment, and an opportunity to reflect on 
our research and lifestyle choices. While 
it is difficult to obtain support for inter-
national travel and even more difficult to 
find support for international 
research collaboration, many 
of us have taken advantage of 
opportunities, invitations and 
frequent flyer miles to partic-
ipate in such activities. 
 
For example, last Fall I was 
invited to participate in the 
3rd International Sympo-
sium on Infrastructure Man-
agement and Financing in 
Kyoto. I had never been to 
Japan before, but was enthu-
siastic about the meeting and 
the chance to ride the famous 
bullet train! I am happy to report that 
both exceeded all expectations. 
 
Participation in the symposium, orga-
nized by Professor Kobayashi of Kyoto 
University, was by invitation only. There 
were four participants from the United 
States, one from Malaysia, and 15 from 
Japan, including both faculty and gradu-
ate students. All participants presented 
papers, and there was adequate time for 
detailed discussion. I was energized by 
substantive interactions on the nuances 
of life-cycle costing and asset valuation, 
on the application of options pricing to 
infrastructure, and on the representation 
of maintenance decisions as both discrete 
and continuous events. I was also fasci-
nated to learn about the decision-making 
hierarchies in Japan and the institutional 
structures that influence infrastructure re-
newal. What was special was the quality 
of the interaction and the opportunity to 
learn about state-of-the-art infrastructure 
research in Japan. 

The transportation experience was also 
a treat. The timeliness, the cleanliness, 
the smoothness, the orderliness … of 
the trains, buses, taxis, bike lanes, and 
the subway system. It was amazing. In-
terestingly enough, without any knowl-
edge of Japanese we were able to figure 
out timetables, directions and reserva-
tion information. I am looking forward 
to going back again sometime and 
watching the dispatcher in his white 
gloves give the signal that it is time for 

the train to depart. 

And I have another East 
Asian trip in May! Gradu-
ate student Dong Zhai and 
I are heading to Beijing to 
present papers at the in-
ternational conference on 
Applications of Advanced 
Technology in Transporta-
tion. While this is a more 
traditional conference, I am 
looking forward to learn-
ing about transportation 
in Beijing. And this time I 
will remember to take bet-

ter photos!

I also hope to use these experiences to 
enhance my research and teaching. The 
Japanese strategies for providing com-
pact infrastructure and the research un-
dertaken at Kyoto provide examples for 
my infrastructure management class. 
The efficient transportation systems 
and high-density residential areas of 
Japan provide examples for my trans-
portation planning and land use class.  

While I do not necessarily believe that 
international activities or comparative 
research will become a core activity 
for UTC, we can all benefit from the 
diverse international experiences of 
the faculty, staff, and students at UTC. 
I hope we can continue to have stu-
dents participating in the Great Cities 
London Program, international confer-
ences, and meetings — and continue to 
attract groups of international visitors 
and visiting faculty. 

Faculty & Staff

  Sue McNeil
  UTC Director
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Workforce Board project wins 
Governor's Award
The Workforce Board of Northern 
Cook County has won a Governor's 
Award for Workforce Excellence in 
workforce transportation collaboration. 
The Workforce Board has been key 
in coordinating public transportation 
service between transit agencies 
and employers — and spearheaded 
the collaboration of all the Chicago 
metropolitan workforce boards on 
building the Regional Transportation 
Information Clearinghouse, which is 
managed by Joseph DiJohn. 

UTC projects to be featured at 
Chicago public policy conference
In May, the University of Chicago is 
hosting a conference on research 
and public policy, and two recent UTC 
projects are on the agenda. Karin 
Allen, Joseph DiJohn and Shamus 
Misek will talk about their work 
on the Transportation Information 
Clearinghouse, while Siim Sööt and 
DiJohn will discuss their evaluation of 
housing affordability in the Chicago 
metropolitan region. 

UTC R.A. awarded WTS Scholarship
Research assistant Shruti Mahajan 
was awarded the 2004 Helene M. 
Overly Memorial Scholarship by the 
Women’s Transportation Seminar for 
the Greater Chicago Region. Shruti 
has also been awarded a 2004 ITE 
Graduate Scholarship. 

UDV launches youth participatory 
planning project
Professor Ramasubramanian, 
acting director of the Urban Data 
Visualization Lab, has started working 
with the UIC Neighborhoods Initiative 
and the Yollocalli Youth Museum in 
Pilsen to demonstrate how visual 
technologies can support community-
based planning. Funded in part by the 
Ford Foundation, this participatory  
research project is engaging 
young people in an exploration of 
their neighborhood using digital 
technologies.

UTC R.A. named president of PA 
student association
Lisa Kramer, a research assistant 
working with Profs. Kawamura and 
McNeil, has been named president 
of the Public Administration Student 
Association (PASA) for 2004. 

This year marks the 25th anniversary of 
the Urban Transportation Center of the 
University of Illinois at Chicago. The 
capstone of this momentous achievement 
will be marked by the 5th annual Fall 
Symposium series, with special guest 
speaker Dr. Glenn Lyons of the U.K.-
based Centre for Transport 
and Society.

Following last year’s success-
ful focus on circumferential 
transportation, the upcom-
ing Symposium will address 
current topics in innovative 
transportation financing, with 
a focus on congestion pricing 
and user-fee funding practices 
and policies.  As the keynote 
speaker, Dr. Lyons will pro-
vide unique insight into the 
recent developments in con-
gestion pricing in London’s 
urban core.

Events begin on Thursday, October 
28th when Dr. Lyons will be in CUPPA 
Hall to meet faculty and lead a series of 
workshops and discussions on urban and 
regional issues. On Friday the 29th, at-
tendees will convene for the 2004 Fall 
Symposium, an all-day event dedicated 
to the discussion of the latest in transpor-

tation technology, policy, and research. 
Be sure to check the UTC Web site for 
up-to-date information on the sympo-
sium as it becomes available. 

As for Dr. Lyons, he has recently been 
chosen to direct the Center for Transport 

and Society (CTS), a research 
center based at University of 
the West of England at Bris-
tol.  CTS brings together fac-
ulty and staff in fields such 
as geography, environmental 
management, planning, archi-
tecture, housing, urban stud-
ies, government affairs, and 
sustainable development.  

A prolific author, Dr. Lyons 
has worked to foster a bet-
ter understanding of travel 
behavior, travel demand 
management, and the social 

forces that shape travel patterns. Prior 
to joining CTS, Dr. Lyons conducted ex-
tensive research in the areas of artificial 
neural networks, driver behavior, and 
urban traffic management. He also cur-
rently serves as the director of Transport 
Visions Network and a Transport Plan-
ning Society chairperson. 

Contributed by R.A. Jonathon Hart

Urban Transportation Center News

UTC to Celebrate 25 Years at Symposium

News in Brief

This January, as in years past, a large 
contingent of UTC students and faculty 
attended the Transportation Research 
Board (TRB) meeting in Washington, 
D.C. The week brings together thousands 
of academics and practitioners in the 
transportation industry for five days of 
research presentations, committee meet-
ings, and fraternization. 

A focal point of the week for UTC facul-
ty and students was a reception hosted by 
the College of Urban Planning & Public 
Affairs at the Hilton Washington Hotel 
on Tuesday, January 13th. CUPPA Dean 
Robin Hambleton was on hand to wel-

come everyone, and current students and 
faculty had the opportunity to meet up 
with recent graduates of the program as 
well as practicing planners from around 
the Chicago area. 

Friends and alumni gather at TRB meeting

London researcher 
Glenn Lyons will be 
the guest speaker 

C. Jotin Khisty (center) and CUPPA Dean 
Robin Hambleton (right) visit at TRB
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UDV
URBAN DATA VISUALIZATION
PROGRAM AND LAB

CUPPA

Faculty Update

Visiting Professor discusses  
transportation research in Korea

A return to Japan for Professor Kawamura

Like many UTC faculty and students, 
Professor Kazuya Kawamura had the 
chance last year to work and visit over-
seas — in his case, the destination was 
his birthplace, Japan. While the main 
purpose of last year’s trip was to visit 
friends and family with his wife and 
15 month-old son, he also fit into his 
schedule a series of presentations and 
lectures on a number of his research 
topics, including presentations on the 
state of freight transportation planning 
and future research needs in the U.S. at 
the Tokyo Institute of Technology and 
Kyoto University.

One visit that attracted a lot of inter-
est occurred at the Center for Trans-
portation Planning Research in Tokyo, 
where Professor Kawamura discussed 
the public-involvement process and 
participatory planning techniques used 
in the United States. This included a 
discussion of the current approaches 

adopted by the Northeastern Illinois 
Planning Commission (NIPC) and the 
Chicago Area Transportation Study 
(CATS). He also discussed the partici-
patory planning process and visualiza-
tion tools used by the UIC research 
team for the development of character 
plans for the business districts in Oak 
Park, Ill. The Japanese audience was 
intrigued by the idea of citizens mak-
ing plans — with the government play-
ing a supporting role. In Japan, such 
planning is very centralized. 

Professor Kawamura also had an ex-
cellent opportunity to learn about the 
transportation issues facing municipali-
ties in Japan when he was invited by 
Professor Susumu Kudo (a UIC gradu-
ate and visiting scholar at UTC) to give 
a lecture on the transportation financing 
at the Institute of Regional Economic 
Research at the Fukui Prefectural Uni-
versity. He came away fascinated by the 

fact that, in many mid- to small-sized 
Japanese cities, public transit is gener-
ally considered as the source of many 
social and economic problems, and 
the public is calling for the policies 
that encourage further automobiliza-
tion. After making a 400-mile trip from 
Tokyo to Fukui in less than 4 hours on 
three different rail lines (with perfectly 
timed transfers!), Professor Kawamura 
mentions that he was surprised anyone 
would speak badly of the public transit 
system in Japan.

Dr. Jaisung Choi is the Director of the Transportation Re-
search Center at the University of Seoul. He was also a vis-
iting scholar at UIC, who spent most of the past academic 
year in Chicago studying transportation design and research. 
Dr. Choi’s appointment ended in March, but at one of the 
regular UTC Friday Forums in February, he gave an overview 
of his Transportation Research Center, which is a part of his 
University’s College of Urban Science. According to Dr. Choi, 
technical transportation engineering research programs have 
only recently developed in Korea — over the last couple of de-
cades — which means that he has been learning a lot about the 
structure of transportation research here in the United States, 
knowledge that he hoped to take back home with him. 

Like most of his counterparts at the Transportation Research 
Center, Dr. Choi completed his Ph.D. outside of Korea, as 
he studied highway design at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison. As transportation programs expand in Korea, he is 
helping more students stay to study transportation and even-
tually get jobs there. Nearing the end of his UIC appoint-
ment, he added that he hoped to continue collaborating with 
the UTC in the future. 

Prof. Kawamura and his son Takuma 
sightseeing in Japan

UDV part of PPGIS Conference
The use of GIS as a participatory tool raises critical techni-
cal, social, and theoretical issues that interest practitioners 
and researchers concerned with the social consequences of 
its use. A key forum for such issues will be the Third Annual 

Public Participation GIS (PPGIS) 
conference, which is sponsored 
by the Urban and Regional Infor-
mation Systems Association, and 
will be held in Madison, Wiscon-
sin from July 18th to 20th, 2004.  

The conference will bring togeth-
er people from diverse fields to deliver presentations on new 
methods for facilitating collaborative planning; organiza-
tional issues that affect the practice of PPGIS; and case stud-
ies of PPGIS in urban, rural, and international settings. 

UDV Director Professor Ramasubramanian and Dr. Steve 
Ventura from the University of Wisconsin-Madison are 
chairing the conference, which will feature over fifty indi-
vidual paper presentations, several poster presentations, and 
lively and engaging discussions about the complexities of 
“doing” collaborative GIS projects.
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2004 UTC Retreat at Garfi eld Park Conservatory

This year's annual UTC Retreat escaped from a chilly day in Febru-
ary by hiding out at the Garfield Park Conservatory, where participants 
were able to periodically escape the cold outside by taking a trip to the 
tropical plant room. 

The focus of the retreat was planning for the future, and fittingly, the 
day began with a look back at the first 25 years of UTC. Then everyone 
got a chance to give input for the upcoming revision of the UTC Strate-
gic Plan. Plus, with the rapid growth of not only the UTC, but CUPPA 
and UIC as well, the strategic plans of all units were reviewed. CUPPA 
Dean Robin Hambleton on hand as well, participating in the creative 
brainstorming process.

Shamus Misek 
and Gabrielle 

Brown lead the 
group in some 

fun and games, 
including a trivia 

contest and a 
personality test.

Amanda Perkins 
takes a break 
in the tropical 

plant room.

The George Krambles Transportation 
Scholarship Fund has announced the 
recipients of the 2004 awards, and Ji-
angping Zhou, a Doctoral student in the 
Urban Planning and Policy Program 
was one of the five announced win-
ners. Jiangping, who was nominated by 
UTC Director Sue McNeil, will receive 
the $2,500 award as well as a certifi-
cate of recognition.  

The Scholarship fund is named for the 
former Executive Director of the Chi-

cago Transit Authority, who retired 
in 1980 after 43 years of service to 
the Chicago region. Joseph DiJohn, a 
friend and colleague of Mr. Krambles, 
has served as a Director of the fund for 
more than ten years.  

Mr. Krambles started the fund upon his 
retirement and continued to contribute 
to the industry, as both a historian and 
a consultant, until his death in 1999.  
The fund was established to encourage 
young people to embark upon  careers 

in transportation planning, public tran-
sit, and railroad engineering.  

Over the past twenty years, ninety-nine 
awards totaling more than $150,000 
have been made to some of the bright-
est student scholars in the transit indus-
try, including past awards to UTC R.A.s 
Juan Ortega and Norma Peña-Rivera. 
George’s legacy lives on in the careers 
of the many fine professionals who 
have been recipients of the award and 
made careers in the transit industry.

UTC R.A. Jiangping Zhou named Krambles Scholar

Strategic planning the focus of the day at UTC retreat 

The Garfi eld Park Conservatory served as the 
scenic setting for this year’s retreat. RAs Jon Schermann and Meghan 

Hammerle plan ... strategically.

Jim Kelly and George Yanos 
were all business.
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In December 2003, research assistants Nidhi Vaid and Nor-
ma Peña-Rivera participated in the Tools for Community 
Design and Decision Making (TCDDM) Working Session 
V: Information Technology in Action held in San Francisco, 
California. TCDDM was organized by PlaceMatters, a na-
tional coalition whose main focus is to develop discussion 
on community planning practices that are participatory and 
place-based — specifically using tools for community de-
sign and decision making. 

In addition to forums on themes such as funding, data in-
tegration, techniques for public participation, and natural 
resource management, attendees had the opportunity to par-
ticipate in an innovative “Hands On Digital Charrette”  that 
was designed to provide attendees with a close-to-reality 
experience using GIS-based scenario-building applications 
for solving planning problems. For Norma, this was a valu-
able opportunity to get feedback from the users of such ap-
plications, which are the focus of her dissertation research: 
“Assessment of the estimation of simplified transportation 
indicators and their use within a participative regional sce-
nario building process.” Because of the novelty of these ap-
plications, the actual deployment has been scattered at the 
community level, and is often still in progress at the regional 
level. For example, Norma is collaborating with the North-
eastern Illinois Planning Commission (NIPC), which is cur-
rently considering the adoption of a similar application. 

Meanwhile, Nidhi moderated and presented at a session that 
focused on the use of cutting edge visualization tools and 
their application in the real world. The objective of the panel 
was to present the applications and discuss the challenges 
facing communities in identifying the appropriate visualiza-
tion techniques for their particular purposes. Nidhi’s pre-
sentation, “Collaborative Planning Using Computer Aided 

Visualization Tools: A Case Study of Oak Park,” included 
a project overview, stakeholders, goals, and objectives of 
the UIC Oak Park project. It focused on demonstrating the 
information technology applications developed for the Oak 
Park project, including an annotated map and sketch tool, 
which used parcel level maps and aerial photographs to let 
the users draw and submit comments about specific geo-
graphical areas in the community. These tools were devel-
oped by the Urban Data Visualization Lab to facilitate the 
process of public participation on the project. 

Overall, the conference offered a forum to discuss the most 
recent technologies and their application in planning at a 
national level, which is necessary given the rapid develop-
ment of such tools. Because of this, Nidhi’s and Norma’s 
attendance added great value to their research projects, as 
well as to their experiences in GCUDV and UTC. Nidhi will 
soon conclude her research and graduate, and Norma is in 
her data gathering stage.    

Spring 2004 METSI Report by Joseph DiJohn

The McHenry County Transit Study, 
a one-year project to identify existing 
and future transit markets, is moving 
forward. A kick-off meeting was held 
to discuss project management and 
expectations, as well as to develop ini-
tial input for the consultant team from 
Transystems. A detailed project scope 
has been submitted and approved by 
the County Transportation Committee 
of the McHenry County Board. 

A draft survey has been developed for 
the project dealing with the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
and the Planning Process. The survey, 
which will be implemented shortly, will 
be distributed to many state departments 
of transportation in order to obtain input 
on their practices. 
 
A Pedestrian Safety Analysis has been 
completed for the Sprawl Study (re-
sults can be found at www.uic.edu/cup-
pa/utc). Continuing work for this proj-
ect includes analyzing the relationship 
between sprawl and public health in the 
Census 2000 Journey-to-Work data.

In November 2003, METSI and the 
National Transit Institute (NTI) jointly 
sponsored a Commuter Choice Train-
ing Workshop, which was held at the 
UIC Circle Center.

In January 2004, METSI jointly spon-
sored a web-based seminar (a “we-
binar”) on Transit Oriented Devel-
opment. Co-sponsors for the event 
included the Association for Commuter 
Transportation (ACT) and the Center 
for Urban Transportation Research at 
the University of South Florida.

On the road: Students scope out visualization tools in S.F.

UDV R.A. Nidhi Vaid added to the conference by presenting the 
participation and planning tools used in UIC’s Oak Park project
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Papers & Presentations UTC faculty & RAs in italics
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Volume 5, Issue 2 is produced by the 
Urban Transportation Center, a research 
unit within the University of Illinois at 
Chicago’s College of Urban Planning 
and Public Affairs (CUPPA). 

Editorial Team: Silvia Becerra, 
Gabrielle Brown, Joe DiJohn, Laxmi 
Ramasubramanian, Rachel Scheu, 
Jeromie Winsor

Urban Transportation Center (MC 357), 412 S. Peoria St., Suite 340, Chicago, IL 60607 
Phone: 312.996.4820  Fax: 312.413.0006  Web: http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/utc
Please contact Silvia Becerra at silabec@uic.edu with any questions or comments.

UTC’s Mission Statement

“To understand and improve urban 
transportation through the creation, 

application and dissemination of 
transportation knowledge while also making 

use of the Chicago metropolitan area.”

Papers published
Doherty, S. T. and A. Mohammadian. 
Application of Artificial Neural Network 
Models to Activity Scheduling Time 
Horizon. Appears in Transportation Re-
search Record: Journal of the Transporta-
tion Research Board, 1854, 2003.

Zhou, J. and Thakuriah, P. (2003). Feder-
al Level Congestion-related Legislation 
in the U.S.A. and Implications for China. 
Proceedings of the 3rd International Con-
ference of Young Chinese Transportation 
Professionals, Beijing, China.

Lee, J. and P. Thakuriah. Application 
of Probabilistic Linkage in Commercial 
Motor Vehicle Safety Sector. Forthcom-
ing in Transportation Research Forum.

Metaxatos, P. Estimation and Accuracy 
of Origin-Destination Highway Freight 
Weight and Value Flows. Forthcoming in  
Journal of Transportation and Statistics.

Mohammadian, A., and E. J. Miller. 
Dynamic Modeling of Household Au-
tomobile Transactions. Appears in the 
Transportation Research Record: Journal 
of the Transportation Research Board, 
1831, 2003.

Mohammadian, A., and E. J. Miller. Em-
pirical Investigation of Household Ve-
hicle Type Choice Decisions. Transpor-
tation Research Record: Journal of the 
Transportation Research Board, 1854, 
2003.

Mohammadian, A. and S. T. Doherty. A 
hazard model for the duration of time 
between planning and execution of an 
activity. Proceedings of the Conference 
on Progress in Activity-Based Analysis, 
Vaeshartelt Castle, Maastricht, the Neth-
erlands, May 2004. 

Ramasubramanian, L.  Technology adop-
tion and use in community-based organi-
zations: How Information Technologies 
shape planning practice and policymak-
ing. Forthcoming in CityScape (A publi-
cation of the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development).

Ramasubramanian L. and J. Albrecht. 
The Moving Target: learning from GIS-
based surveillance, Appearing in the 
Journal of Medical Systems (in press).

Sriraj, P.S., J. Ortega and P. Thakuriah. 
Spatial Data Integration using a Cross 
Sectoral Approach. A UTC-FTA Working 
Paper.

Thakuriah, P., S. Sööt, P. S. Sriraj and C. 
Dickson. Partnerships for Low-Income 
Transportation: Final report from a focus 
group held in Des Moines, Iowa. Report 
to Federal Transit Administration (FTA), 
February, 2004.

Thakuriah, P. and S. Niumpradit. The 
Analysis of the Impact of Intelligent 
Transportation Systems to the Economy: 
The Case of Electronic Toll Collection 
Systems. Report III to METSI from Au-
gust, 2003.
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Paper & Presentations continued 

May 13, 2004
Conference on Chicago Research 
and Public Policy, University of 
Chicago Gleacher Center.

June 4, 2004
2004 Transport Chicago Conference, 
Hermann Union Building, Illinois 
Institute of Technology, Chicago.

July 8-10, 2004
CUPPA City Futures Conference, 
InterContinental Chicago Hotel. Visit 
www.uic.edu/cuppa/cityfutures for 
more information.

July 18-20, 2004
URISA 2004 Public Participation GIS 
Conference, University of Wisconsin-
Madison. For more info contact Prof. 
Ramasubramanian at laxmi@uic.edu.

October 29, 2004
UTC Fall Symposium and Reception, 
University of Illinois-Chicago.

Upcoming Events

Presentations given

A. Mohammadian was the keynote 
speaker at the 4th International Congress 
and 15th National Congress of Civil En-
gineering Students, ANEIC, Manizales, 
Colombia, March 1 - 6, 2004.

Niumpradit, S. and P. Thakuriah. High-
way Expenditure and Economic Perfor-
mance: Exploratory Analysis in a Multi-
Year Cross-country Setting. Presented at 
NARSC, November 2003.

Ortega, J. and P. Thakuriah. Cross-Sec-
toral Conceptualization of Job Accessi-
bility Projects: A Spatial Multi-Criteria 
Decision Support System Application. 
Presented at NARSC, November 2003. 

Ramasubramanian, L.  E- Planning with 
Youth: Creating Spaces of Engagement.  
Paper presented at the 100th Association 
of American Geographers Annual Meet-
ing, Philadelphia, March 2004.

Thakuriah, P. and Y. Liao. Dynamics 
of Subsidies and Vehicle Ownership 
Decisions of Low-Income Families. A 
UTC-FTA Working Paper. Presented at 
NARSC, November 2003.

Thakuriah, P. and Y. Liao. Transportation 
Expenditures and Ability to Pay: Evi-
dence from the Consumer Expenditure 
Survey. Presentation at the North Ameri-
can Regional Science Council (NARSC), 
Philadelphia, November 2003.

Thakuriah, P. Job Accessibility for Low-
Income Workers. Needs Assessment, 
Trends and Evaluation. Presentation in 
the Northwestern University Transporta-
tion Seminar Series, Dec. 4, 2003.

Student projects
Planning Policies Requiring Transporta-
tion and Land Use Coordination: Case 
Studies. A. Wennink, Fall 2003


