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UTC Travels to Washington DC for 86th 
Annual TRB Meeting

UTC students and staff members 
journeyed to Washington D.C. 

in January to attend the 86th Annual 
TRB Meeting. This year’s theme was 
“Transportation Institutions, Finance 
and Workforce—Meeting the Needs 
of the 21st Century.” UTC staff and 
affiliated faculty made multiple contri-
butions in the study areas of modeling, 
pricing, freight, transit and paratransit.  
UTC Research at TRB
Wenjing Pu, David E. Boyce and Jie 
(Jane) Lin’s research on stochasticity 
(Trip Table Realization: Underlying 
Stochasticity and Impacts on Assigned 
Link Flows) highlighted the importance 
of understanding the limits to which 
stochasticity can be ignored in inter-
preting traffic assignments for overall 
networks. Their research concluded 
that while large variations may exist on 
some links, the overall variability of the 
assigned link flows and costs is fairly 
small.
Sean T. Doherty and Abolfazl (Kou-
ros) Mohammadian found that empiri-
cal evidence does not support the cur-
rent practice of tour-based scheduling 
models that plans mandatory trips first. 

Their research (Validity of Using Activ-
ity Type to Structure Tour-Based Sched-
uling Models) instead suggests a more 
flexible planning hierarchy and places 
more emphasis on activity duration. 
According to their research (Policy 
Simulation for New Bus Rapid Transit 
and Area Pricing Alternatives Using an 
Opinion Survey in Jakarta), Sadayuki 
Yagi and Kouros Mohammadian found 
that activity-based microsimulation 
models hold great promise for being 
able to more accurately project policy 
effects on transportation behavior. In 
separate research, (Microsimulation 
and Policy Applications of an Activ-
ity-Based Modeling System of Travel 
Demand) Sadayuki Yagi and Kouros 
Mohammadian presented the progress 
they have made in developing a model 
that will help inform policy decisions 
around the timing of congestion pricing 
with Bus Rapid Transit. 
Kouros Mohammadian, Taha H. 
Rashidi, Raymond Barton, and Todd 
Litman also presented their research 
(Estimation of Costs of Cars and Light 
Truck Use per Vehicle-Kilometer in 
Canada) that calculated the total cost 
of vehicle operation of cars and light 
trucks in Canada. They found that on 
average, across 11 different vehicle 
types, it is 21% less expensive to op-
erate a vehicle in congested conditions 
in the United States than in Canada. 
Additionally, Kouros Mohammad-
ian worked with UIC graduate student 
Taha H. Rashidi to model the behavior 
of household automobile ownership 
using dynamic variables representing 
the state of household characteristics. 
Among other variables their research 
(Estimation of Costs of Cars and Light 
Truck Use per Vehicle-Kilometer in 
Canada) used number of adults in the 
household and household income. 

Continued on Page 4

UTC and a Competitive 
CTA

There is no shortage of voices giv-
ing CTA suggestions on how to im-

prove their services. “Making the CTA 
More Competitive in the 21st Century” 
is a unique program at UTC that pro-
vides UTC transportation students an 
opportunity to work on research topics 
in the public transportation arena. The 
seven current projects in this program 
address such timely issues as service 
optimization, safety, image and per-
ception, and, of course, funding. 
CTA is the second largest transit sys-
tem in the United States. As such the 
CTA could benefit from smarter more 
efficient use of their resources. Dana 
Andersen, Darold Barnum, and P. S. 
Sriraj are working on a Bus Fleet Opti-
mization project that will focus on re-
ducing costs through properly placed 
and sized buses. It is expected that this 
project will improve upon current op-

Continued on Page 5
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or poster presentations. The UTC reception in Washington DC also attracted 
many friends and well-wishers of the Center. 

A research area which seems to be attracting a lot of attention is in the 
frequently updated, small-area estimation of employment locations. I was 
pleasantly surprised to see several TRB sessions and expert panels devoted 
to the topic. This type of data can significantly improve highway and transit 
planning operations which often have to depend on the decennial census or 
household travel surveys. UTC has increasingly undertaken research in the 
area of small-area estimates of employment location and I represented my 
colleagues Siim Sööt and Paul Metaxatos when I made a presentation in a 
Census Bureau panel on the subject at the Brookings Institute in early Feb-
ruary. This type of UTC research has the potential to assist in the planning 
applications of the region and we hope to have it at the top of our research 
agenda in the years to come.

Warm Regards, 

Vonu Thakuriah
Interim Director

Message from the Interim Director

Welcome to the UTC spring session 
Connector! We are proud to welcome 

a few new graduate research assistants into 
the Center and to see the others after the 
very brief winter break.

The year so far has been hectic but produc-
tive. Most of us attended the Transportation 
Research Board annual meetings in Wash-
ington D.C. in January where UTC faculty, 
students and staff made a total of 15 podium 



 S p r i n g  2 0 0 7

- 3 -

Author of Best Student 
Paper Receives 2006 ITE 
Scholarship

Ms. Liang Long, PhD candidate 
in Transportation Engineering 

and UTC research assistant, was cho-
sen by the Institute of Transportation 
Engineers (ITE) Illinois section as the 
recipient for both the ITE 2006 Best 
Student Paper Award and the ITE 2006 
Student Scholarship. The title of her 
paper is “Transferability of Household 
Travel Data Across Neighborhood 
Types and Geographic Areas Using 
NHTS.” Liang was a guest of honor 
and received the awards at the ITE-
Illinois Chapter 2006 annual dinner 
banquet on January 12th, 2007.   ]

Krambles 2007 
Scholarship Program 
Announced

The Urban Transportation Cen-
ter announced that the 2007 UIC 

George Krambles Transportation 
Scholarship Award Program will award 
three scholarships totaling $2,000: one 
$1,000 award and two $500 awards. 
The program has been endowed by the 

TRF National Elections

Congratulations to Tony Pagano, 
Associate Professor, Managerial 

Studies after completing a successful 
year as President of the National Trans-
portation Research Forum. Tony has 
been a long time supporter of TRF 
and was instrumental in forming the 
Chicago Chapter. The slate of officers 
for 2007 includes Joe Schwieterman, 
Professor and Director of the Chad-
dick Institute at DePaul University as 
an At-large member. You may contact 
any of your Chicago Chapter officers if 
you need information about the orga-
nization or wish to join: Chapter Presi-
dent, Joe DiJohn; Secretary/Treasurer, 
Chuck Abraham, IDOT; and Program 
Vice Presidents Joe Schwieterman, 
Tom Vick, CMAP, Leanne Redden, 
RTA, and Kazuya Kawamura, UIC.   ]

UTC Faculty and Staff 
Invited to Moderate and 
Speak

Over the last few months UTC has 
been asked to moderate, speak 

and sit on panels across the country 
and globe. Here’s a list of who has 
been doing what.

DiJohn, J. (2006, November). Leader 
for Rail~Volution mobile workshop 
“Neighborhoods, Art and Transit: Cul-
tural Excursions on the Pink Line.” 
Chicago.

Kawamura, K. (2007, March). Discus-
sant for “Understanding Rural Amer-
ica for Policy and Planning.” IGPA 
Research Conference. Chicago.

Sööt, S. Participant on the Sound Tran-
sit Expert Review Panel. Seattle, WA.

tion Center. He was inducted into the 
American Public Transit Association 
Hall of Fame and is one of the most 
noted public transit officials of all 
time. George retired from the CTA in 
1980 and passed away in 1999, leav-
ing in place a magnificent legacy of 
achievement and friendship.
The Krambles fund was established 
by George to provide financial assis-
tance to students embarking on careers 

Thakuriah, P. (2006, October). Mod-
erator for Special Session on Vehicle 
Infrastructure Integration. ITS World 
Congress, London.

Thakuriah, P. (2006, October). “Design 
of a Prototype Travel Time Informa-
tion System for Dynamic Content Dis-
semination and Management.” Invited 
presentation at NAVTEQ, Chicago.

Thakuriah, P. (2007, February). 
“LEHD: Potential for Transportation 
Planning and Programming.” Invited 
presentation, Joint Census Bureau and 
Brookings Institute Workshop on Lo-
cal Employment Dynamics. Brook-
ings Institute, Washington, DC.

Thakuriah, P. (2007, February). “Nation-
al Longitudinal Travel Data.” Invited 
presentation, Federal Transit Adminis-
tration, U.S. DOT, Washington, DC.   ]

George Krambles Schol-
arship Fund and is housed 
in the College of Urban 
Planning and Public Af-
fairs. Application forms 
are available at the UTC 
office and submissions 
must be made by Septem-
ber 21, 2007.
George Krambles, former 
Executive Director of the 
Chicago Transit Authority, served the 
region’s transit system for 43 years be-
ginning with the Chicago Rapid Tran-
sit Company in 1937 as a student engi-
neer. He graduated from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 
1936 and was a good friend and sup-
porter of UIC’s Urban Transporta-

in transportation, urban 
transit, planning, engi-
neering and related fields. 
More than one hundred 
students have received 
scholarship awards and 
many are top transporta-
tion professionals. This 
is the second year awards 
are being made under the 
UIC program.

The mission of the fund is encourage 
young people to embark upon a pro-
fessional career in public transporta-
tion by providing financial assistance 
to full-time graduate students enrolled 
in a transportation-related degree pro-
gram in CUPPA or as UTC Research 
Assistants as of Fall, 2007.   ]

George Krambles



METSI Focuses North
McHenry County Transit Imple-
mentation Task Force

UTC staff is providing support to 
McHenry County by participat-

ing on the recently completed county-
wide transit plan Implementation 
Task Force. Support was provided 
to the County’s Job Access Reverse 
Commute (JARC) and New Freedom 
Grant Applications for a centralized 
call center, which received RTA ap-
proval. Staff also participates on two 
sub-committees: the Coordinated De-
mand Response and the Subsidized 
Taxi Voucher Program Committees.

Lake County Coordinated Trans-
portation Services Committee

As of March, thirty four complet-
ed responses to the paratransit 

provider survey have been received. 
Twenty-two of the respondents pro-
vide transportation including eleven 
townships, six municipalities and five 
not-for-profit social service agencies. 
This information will be used to de-
velop strategies for coordination of 
services and to provide improved in-
formation to the participating agen-
cies and the public. Staff has also as-
sisted the County in preparing an RTA 
Regional Transportation Assistance 
Program (RTAP) grant application 
to undertake an in-depth countywide 
paratransit study.

Lake County Commuter Coali-
tion

UTC staff has participated in State 
Senator Susan Garrett’s Commut-

er Coalition to improve transit in Lake 
County along the Metra Lines. Sup-
port was provided for the JARC grant 
application to add an early morning re-
verse commute train that would arrive 
in Lake County prior to the typical 7 
am start time, which received RTA 
approval. In addition, the UTC devel-
oped document “Make Commuting 
Less Taxing: An Employer’s Resource 
Guide to Implementing Commuter 
Choice Benefits” was distributed to the 
Chambers of Commerce in Waukegan 
and Lake Forest. A presentation was 
also given to the Waukegan Commu-
nity Council in January.

CMAP Innovation and Integra-
tion Summit

UTC was a partner with the Chi-
cago Metropolitan Agency for 

Planning in sponsoring the “Innova-
tion and Integration Summit” held at 
UIC on February 6. The conference 
discussed the comprehensive relation-
ship of jobs, housing and transporta-
tion and the impact on the region’s 
future. CMAP is exploring the roles it 
may play to help coordinate improved 
integrated planning efforts. Other 
sponsors included Chicago Metropolis 
2020, Metropolitan Planning Council, 
Center for Neighborhood Technology, 
Nathalie P. Voorhees Center at UIC, 

Chicago Rehab Network and the Met-
ropolitan Mayors Caucus.

TRF Chicago Chapter a 
Crisis Watch

“Transportation Crises in the Chi-
cago Region” was the topic of 

discussion at the Chicago Chapter of 
the Transportation Research Forum 
meeting held on November 29. Dave 
Young, former Transportation Report-
er for the Chicago Tribune and noted 
transportation author described past 
financial crises of the Chicago Rapid 
Transit Company dating back to the 
19th Century. This seemed to recur 
roughly every 25 years to the pres-
ent time. While current problems of 
lack of operating and capital funding 
are being addressed by RTA’s “Mov-
ing Beyond Congestion” efforts, past 
funding crises included political un-
willingness to raise the “nickel” fare 
and heavy debt service expense. Ian 
Savage, Northwestern University, 
presented the results of his financial 
analysis of CTA from 1948 to the 
present time. His analysis showed the 
relationship of endogenous and exog-
enous changes to the system’s finan-
cial performance. Joe DiJohn gave a 
description of the impact of the crisis 
of 1981 on CTA and suburban bus 
and rail operators noting that more 
than 110 million riders were lost due 
to massive fare increases and service 
interruptions. 
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The results of a collaborative research 
project (Novel Direction-Based Clus-
tering Algorithm in Vehicular Ad Hoc 
Networks) with the following UIC con-
tributors: Peng Fan, Kouros Moham-
madian, Peter Nelson, James Haran 
and John Dillenburg were presented. 
This research proposed and tested a 
clustering logic that proved to signifi-
cantly improve cluster stability of In-
telligent Transportation Systems (ITS) 
that apply Mobile Ad Hoc Network 
(MANET) technologies to Vehicular 
Ad Hoc Networks (VANETs).

Tony Pagano and Paul Metaxatos 
presented the results of their research 
(Impact of Computer-Assisted 
Scheduling and Dispatching Systems 
on Efficiency of Delivery of Paratransit 
Services: Evidence from Peoria, 
Illinois). Their research showed that 
computer assisted scheduling and 
dispatching did result in cost savings. 
It also highlighted however, the need 
for trained staff, who understand how 
to use the computerized systems to 
their advantage. 
Kouros Mohammadian and Yong-
Ping Zhang presented their findings 
about the transferability of National 
Household Travel Survey Data. 

Their research (Investigating the 
Transferability of National Household 
Travel Survey Data) showed that 
through clustering NHTS data into 
homogenous groups, some elements 
were readily transferable and through 

UTC at TRB
Continued from front page

L - R: Kazuya Kawamura, Hyeon-Schic Shin 
and Yandan Lu

additional effort, others could be BB
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made transferable. This could have 
significant impacts on the need for 
large-scale data collection.

Nilay Yavuz, Eric Welch and P. S. Sri-
raj presented their research on the con-
nection between transit perception and 
demographic characteristics. Their 
research (Individual and Neighbor-
hood Determinants of Perceptions of 
Bus and Train Safety in Chicago: Ap-
plication of Hierarchical Linear Mod-
eling) showed that race, income and 
neighborhood order all had important 
impacts in the perception of transit 
safety. 

According to the research presented 
by Lei Tang and Vonu Thakuriah (Re-
lationship of Attitudes Toward Road 
and Transit Capital Investments and 
Propensity to Ride Transit Given Trav-
eler Information) if real-time travel 
information was available to potential 
transit users, that information would 
significantly increase the likelihood of 
transit use among specific groups. 

In the research they presented, (Evalu-
ation of Application of Delivery Con-
solidation in U.S. Urban Area Us-
ing Logistics Cost Analysis) Kazuya 
Kawamura and Yandan Lu found that 
across a broad range of land use types, 
current freight distribution systems in 
the U.S. provided cost advantages to 
the common consolidation schemes 
found in Europe. Their research fur-
ther suggested that in order to effec-
tively reduce truck traffic in the urban 
core, these cost advantages could only 
be overcome through significant pub-
lic investment or policy change.

Each January, the TRB conference 
provides UTC with the opportunity 
to present the research it has been do-
ing. UTC’s presentations on conges-
tion pricing, transferability of data, 
paratransit service optimization, and 
Bus Rapid Transit all supported the 
over-arching theme of this year’s TRB 
“Transportation Institutions, Finance, 
and Workforce—Meeting the Needs 
of the 21st Century.”   ]

different types of funding to find the 
appropriate finance mechanism that 
could help CTA meet its growing de-
mands with its limited revenues.
One obvious revenue source is that of 
fare collection. Matt Smith, Michael 
Pagano, and P.S. Sriraj are working 
on a project that targets new fare col-
lection strategies. A time-based fare 
structure could allow fares to capture 
the increased marginal costs of trans-
portation during peak periods. The use 
of time fares would also allow CTA 
to collect more data about passenger 
travel patterns which would lead to 
more informed decisions.
The CTA U-Pass is a creative fare me-

bus schedule adherence and headway 
regularity.
Even with regular, on-time service, 
there are many factors that influence 
travel behavior. For a person to regu-
larly choose public transportation as 
their transportation option, they must 
feel that their travel will be safe. Nilay 
Yavuz,  Eric Welch, and P. S. Sriraj 
are working on a project that seeks to 
identify factors that are most impor-
tant to people in their perceptions of 
safety and to study the impact of these 
factors on CTA ridership. Additional-
ly, this research will provide CTA with 
suggestions on what they can do to im-
prove the actual and perceived safety 
of CTA services.
Although service optimization, reli-
ability and safety all have fiscal im-
pacts, the most pressing problem the 
CTA currently faces is one of operat-
ing finances. Anam Waqar and Mi-
chael Pagano have been working on 
a project that will identify alternative 
revenue sources that CTA might be 
able to use. This project will look at 

dium that caters to university 
students. Tanushri Swarup 
and P. S. Sriraj are engaged 
in a project that attempts to 
determine the long-term im-
pact of the U-Pass. This proj-
ect will involve surveys to 
determine the travel patterns 
of students who receive the 
U-Pass as well as the travel 
patterns of those students 
who have graduated and were 
once U-Pass users. This proj-

ect will provide CTA with recommen-
dations on how to expand or improve 
the U-Pass program that will allow it 
to tap new markets and continue to be 
a revenue generating pass medium.
CTA funding, however, need not be 
limited to fare revenue. Andrew Heidel 
and P. S. Sriraj are looking at the possi-
bility of funding transit needs through 
value capture. It is expected that this 
research will inform CTA on the added 
value that transit brings to land prop-
erties in the vicinity. Additionally, this 
project will develop a spatial decision 
support system around locating those 
sites that have the most potential for 
value capture opportunities. 
Clearly, “Making the CTA More Com-
petitive in the 21st Century” is a sym-
biotic relationship between the UTC 
and CTA. CTA gets new ideas and 
research capabilities while transporta-
tion students try their hand at solving 
real world problems. The research that 
is done in this program is representa-
tive of the kind of community-oriented 
research that is performed at UTC.   ]

timizing models that will better inform 
CTA on fleet mix and equipment as-
signment for each route or corridor.
Peng Wang, Jane Lin, and Darold 
Barnum, are working on a project that 
focuses on improving the passenger 
experience on CTA buses. The objective 
of this project is to evaluate the accuracy 
of the Automatic Passenger Counters 
and Automatic Vehicle Location Data 
and to develop composite measures of 
schedule adherence for individual bus 
route-directions. These measures will 
inform recommendations to improve 

Competitive CTA 
Continued from front page
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Publications
UTC faculty and RAs in italics

DiJohn, J. and S. Sööt. (2006). Emerg-
ing Commuting Trends: Evidence from 
the Chicago Area. Journal of the Trans-
portation Research Forum, 45(3). 

Haller, M., S. Fulla, J. Lin, and E. 
Welch. (2007, February). Economic 
Costs and Environmental Impacts of 
Alternative Fuel Vehicle Fleets in Lo-
cal Government: An Interim Assess-
ment of a Voluntary Ten-year Fleet 
Conversion Plan. Transportation Re-
search Part D.

Kawamura, K. and Y. Lu. (2006, June). 
Effectiveness and Feasibility of Inno-
vative Freight Strategies for the U.S. 
Urban Areas. Recent Advances in City 
Logistics, Elsevier.

Lin, J. and L. Long. (2006, December). 
Transferability of Household Travel 
Characteristics across Neighborhood 
Types and Geographic Areas Using the 
NHTS. Journal of Transportation En-
gineering  ASCE.

Lin, J. and D. Yu. (2006, June). CO 
Hotspot Modeling at Highway Toll Fa-
cility. Proceedings of the Air & Waste 
Management Association’s 99th An-
nual Conference & Exhibition. New 
Orleans.

Mizusawa, D. (2007, January). 
“Evolvement of Road Projects in 
Southeast Asia: Maintaining and De-
veloping Sustainability.” Journal of 
Traffic Engineering, 42(1), 43-49. 

Mohammadian, A., and S. Yagi. (2006, 
December). Activity-Based Simula-
tion Modeling of Travel Demand for 
Estimation of Mobile Emissions and 
Air Quality Analysis: A Case Study of 
Jakarta Metropolitan Area. Proceed-
ings of the Better Air Quality (BAQ) 
2006, Yogyakarta.

Sriraj, P.S., M. Minor and P. Thaku-
riah. (2006). Spatial Decision Support 
System for Low-Income Families: Re-
location Tool for the Chicago, Illinois 
Region. Transportation Research Re-
cord: Journal of the Transportation 
Research Board, No 1956, 119-126.

Thakuriah, (2006, August). P. An Ex-
amination of the Simultaneous Rela-
tionship between Transportation Ex-
penditures and Household Incomes. 
Proceedings of the 11th International 
Conference on Travel Behaviour Re-
search, Kyoto.

Yu, D., S. Mishra, and J. Lin. (2006, 
August). Visualization of Real Time 
Bus Schedule Using GIS. Proceedings 
of the 9th International Conference 
on Application of Advanced Technol-
ogy in Transportation, sponsored by 
American Society of Civil Engineers 
(ASCE). Chicago.

Zhou, Y. and S. Sööt. (2006). Nation-
wide Survey of Transportation Plan-
ning Courses: Introduction, Findings, 
and Recommendations. Transporta-
tion Research Record: Journal of the 
Transportation Research Board, No. 
1956, 175–183. 

Presentations
Papers presented at the University 
of Michigan, Center for Complex 
Systems and Center for Advancing 
Research and Solutions for Society. 
New Mobility and Accessibility: In-
teractive Dimensions. Ann Arbor, 
MI, November 17, 2006.

Kawamura, K. “Freight Planning and 
Strategies for Urban Built Areas.”

Lin, J. “Integrating Land-Use, Urban 
Transport, and Air Quality: A Compar-
ative Study of China and India.” 

Lu, Y. “Evaluation of Government In-
terventions to Achieve Mode Share 
Balance Using Agent-Based Model.”

Thakuriah, P. “Modeling Accessibility 
and Equity in Transportation: Perspec-
tives for the Indian Context.”

Papers presented at the 53rd An-
nual North American Meeting of the 
Regional Science Association Inter-
national. Toronto, ON, Canada, No-
vember 15-18, 2006.
Lin, J. and L. Long. “A Hierarchical Logit 
Model Analysis of Transferability of 
National Household Travel Survey Data.” 

Yagi, S. and A. Mohammadian. “Trans-
portation Policy Analysis Using an Ac-
tivity-Based Microsimulation Model.” 

Papers presented at the Association 
of Collegiate Schools of Planning 
annual meeting. Fort Worth, Texas, 
November 9-12, 2007.

Tang, L. and P. Thakuriah. “An Analy-
sis of Behavioral Responses to Real-
Time Transit Information Systems.” 

Kawamura, K., R. vom Hofe and S. 
Chen. “Economic Impact of Truck 
Lanes  - A CGE Analysis.”

Wilson, D. and K. Kawamura. “The 
Returning Trolley – Reintroduction of 
Streetcars in American Communities.” 

Papers presented at the TRB 86th 
Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, 
January 21-25, 2007.

For a listing of presentations made at 
TRB please see the “UTC Travels to 
Washington DC for 86th Annual TRB 
Meeting” article.

Papers presented at other 
conferences.

Long, L. (2006, November). “What 
Neighborhood are You in? Empirical 
Findings of Relationships between 
Residential Location, Lifestyle and 
Travel.” UIC GIS Day. Chicago.

Lin, J., C. Chen, D.A. Niemeier. (2006, 
December). “An Analysis on Long 
Term Emission Benefits of a Govern-
ment Vehicle Fleet Replacement Plan 
In Northern Illinois.” The 11th Inter-
national Conference of the Hong Kong 
Society for Transportation Studies, 
Hong Kong.

Student Projects and 
Theses
Christensen, Peter. (2006, Fall). 
MUPP. Project: Northerly Island Scuba 
Diving Park.

Minor, Mark. (2006, Fall). MUPP. 
Thesis: Baseball and Transit: A Home 
Run Both Inside and Out of the Park.
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UTC Reception

UTC students, faculty guests met 
for the annual UTC reception in 

Washington D.C. Guests came from 
places as far away as Toronto, Canada 
and Tokyo, Japan. The reception was 

First Time Impressions

Thousands of people, thousands of 
presentations, nearly 600 sessions, 

100 hours, 3 hotels and only one brain 
to comprehend it all. Those are the re-
alities of a first time visit to the five-
day Transportation Research Board 
Conference. Those kinds of numbers 
leave you instantly and simultaneously 
excited, overwhelmed and extremely 
tired. If there ever was a dull moment 
in those 100 hours it was no fault of 
the conference.

After the pleasantries 
of registration and a 
newcomers’ orienta-
tion the conference 
took off like a shot. 
Monday’s presenta-
tions provided inter-
esting transportation 
topics at every ses-
sion, quite frequently making it diffi-
cult to decide which session to attend. 
In between sessions, if you were not 
dashing out to get a bite to eat there 
was a dizzying array of posters to pe-
ruse in the exhibit halls, which seemed 
to magically transform every time you 
had a chance to poke your head in. It 
was like walking into a crowded cock-
tail party where the easy conversation 
was replaced with earnest discussions 
of the applicability of this modeling 
method or that one, or how this policy 
improvement will alleviate conges-
tion.
While almost all sessions proved to be 
stimulating, with any luck you were 
able to find a few sessions that really 
piqued your interest. Then with one 
timid step to introduce yourself you 
could find yourself talking to research-
ers of a national caliber. People who 
not only care about your transporta-
tion interests, but have actually spent a 
considerable amount of their own time 
researching similar topics. With any 
more luck you find that one introduc-
tion leads you to another and this time 
the person’s name is preceded by, “Let 
me introduce you to the number one 
person in that field…” It is true that 
TRB can give you access to the pre-

mier researchers in virtually any trans-
portation field you can think of.

As the week wore on, sessions began 
to thin out, selections were not as dif-
ficult to make and the lunch hour ex-
tended a little more into the afternoon. 
To anyone other than those who grew 
up in Washington D.C. this let up in 
the conference schedule was greeted 
with fast-paced excursions into the 
nation’s capital. To make a list here 
of the sights to see and the amount of 

time required to 
see them would 
belabor the point. 
Suffice it to say, 
as a newcomer 
to the TRB con-
ference, along 
with your busi-
ness attire and 
the guts to intro-

duce yourself to those in your research 
field, you had better pack your running 
shoes.   ]

L - R: Laxmi Ramasubramanian, Mike Shiffer 
and Sue McNeil 

L - R: Taha H. Rashidi and Gidon Berman 

held in a private banquet hall in the 
lobby of the Hilton Hotel. It offered an 
atmosphere conducive to conversation 
and relaxation after a long day of 
conference sessions and meetings. As has 
always been the case, the UTC reception 
offered an opportunity for old friends to 
meet and for new friends of UTC to be 
introduced and welcomed.    ]



Upcoming Events

April 14-18, 2007
APA’s 2007 National Planning 
Conference
Philadelphia, PA 
For more information: www.planning.
org/2007conference/

June 1, 2007
Transport Chicago Conference 
Illinois Institute of Technology
Chicago, IL 
For more information: www.transport-
chicago.org/

July 7-9, 2007 
TRB 2007 Summer Conference 
Chicago, IL 
For more Information:
www.trb.org/calendar

August 20 - 23, 2007 
URISA’s 45th Annual Conference 
Washington, DC 
For more information: http://www.
urisa.org/conferences/aboutannual

October 18-21, 2007 
ACSP 2007 
Milwaukee, WI 
For more information: www.acsp.
org/events/conferences.html

November 6-8, 2007 
New Directions in Asset 
Management and Economic 
Analysis: 7th National Conference 
on Asset Management
New Orleans, LA 
For more information: www.trb.
org/calendar
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Transportation Center (UTC), a research unit within 
UIC’s College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
(CUPPA).

UTC’s Mission Statement
“The Urban Transportation Center (UTC) seeks 
to understand and improve urban transportation 
through the creation, application and dissemination 
of transportation knowledge while also making use 
of the Chicago metropolitan area.”

Please contact Silvia Becerra at silabec@uic.edu with any questions or comments.

Phone: 312.996.4820 
Fax: 312.413.0006 
Web: http://www.utc.uic.edu 
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