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University of Illinois’ Urban Trans-
portation Center researchers and 

affiliated staff weighed in heavily at 
the 87th annual Transportation Re-
search Board (TRB) Conference this 
year. UTC and affiliated staff were 
represented in twenty-two differ-
ent poster and panel presentations. 
Staff and students presented research, 
learned of growing trends and met up 
with alumni, potential employers and 
like-minded transportation profession-
als to catch up on what has been done 
and make plans for the future.
Delivering transportation is becoming 
more and more complex. The modern 
built environment is not as friendly to 
traditional transit and transportation 
alternatives. Transportation evalua-
tion tools are more sophisticated and 
require significant data collection. Use 
of evaluation tools often requires spe-
cialized training. Shifting demograph-
ic factors confound attempts to pro-
vide adequate infrastructure. Factors 
such as aging populations, decentral-
ized employment centers, second and 
third work shifts for many entry-level 
positions, physical separation of eco-
nomically challenged (and otherwise 
disadvantaged populations) from the 
employment and health related oppor-
tunities they need all complicate the 
equitable provision of transportation 
services. The UTC’s research present-
ed at the TRB conference addressed 
many of these concerns head-on.

Planning for the Disadvantaged
Piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah, P.S. 
Sriraj, Lei Tang and Todd Schmidt built 
on the growing body of research on 
Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) 
in an effort to address some of the con-
founding demographic and economic 

factors. In two different 
presentations Thakuriah 
discussed research into the 
economic impact of JARC 
programs. In their study, 
“Longitudinal Analysis of 
Effect of Transportation 
Difficulties on Earnings 
Among Young Adults from 
Disadvantaged Families,” 
Thakuriah and Tang ex-

JARC’s cost-effectiveness should in-
clude not only cost per transportation 
unit but also the cost per labor market 
outcome achieved. The results of this 
research show that JARC services are 
cost-effective at the margin and that 
they are being appropriately targeted. 

Annual Pilgrimage to Nation’s Capital 
Highlights Impressive UTC Research

plored the impact of the availability of 
transportation on the earnings of dis-
advantaged families. They started with 
the premise that when people do not 
have consistent, reliable, and afford-
able access to jobs and other destina-
tions such as schools and job training 
centers, their ability to attain good 
economic quality of life may be se-
verely limited. Their research focused 
on the life-long effects of transporta-
tion options available to those in the 
formative years of early adulthood. 
Using the National Longitudinal Sur-
vey of Youth (NLSY79) data they at-
tempted to create a life-cycle profile 
of young adults from economically 
disadvantaged families who were ex-
posed to different access and transpor-
tation conditions in early adulthood. 
The results provided evidence that 
governmental subsidies should target 
transportation services for individuals 
without cars in disadvantaged neigh-
borhoods because of the long-term 
positive economic effects. 
Building on the economic benefits of 
JARC, Thakuriah, Sriraj and Schmidt 
presented, “Cost-Effectiveness Analy-
sis of Job Access and Reverse Com-
mute Program.” As the research of 
JARC’s impact on personal income 
for disadvantaged populations shows, 

Continued on Page 4

Kawamura presents on the trucking industry at TRB
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us very busy indeed!

The UTC’s goal is to catalyze interdisciplinary research on the human, 
economic and informational aspects of transportation systems and the 
complex social context in which they operate. The newsletter exemplifies 
the kinds of research that faculty, staff and students in UTC do: seeking 
to understand, define and bring solutions to challenges in urban 
transportation planning, operations, management and policy, using both 
a theoretical and an applied research approach.

An area where faculty and students have been active is in the area 
of Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS), Vehicle Infrastructure 
Integration (VII) and Location-Based Services (LBS). Examples of 
recent or ongoing research studies include: What is the effect of real-
time transit information systems on travel behavior? What are the 
markets for Location-Based Services (LBS)? How can technology assist 
in emergency response and evacuation? What is the effect of weather, 
construction and special events such as sports events or festivals on real-
time traffic operations including vehicle speeds and travel times? How 
can Automatic Vehicle Location (AVL) systems in city buses be mined 
to predict travel times for cars? How can the decisions to prioritize ITS 
projects for deployment in a metro area be modeled? What are the effects 
of travelers’ privacy-seeking preferences on the performance of the 
Vehicle Infrastructure Integration initiative? We thank our sponsors in the 
Federal Highway Administration, Illinois Department of Transportation, 
Chicago Transit Authority, National Science Foundation and NAVTEQ 
in their support of these multiple aspects of our ITS research.

Warm Regards, 

Vonu Thakuriah
Interim Director, Urban Transportation Center

Message from the Interim Director

Welcome to the Spring 2008 UTC 
Connector. The publication of this issue 
of the newsletter happens to occur in the 
same semester when many of our students 
defend their theses, graduate and move 
on to their professional careers or to 
further studies here or elsewhere. I hope 
that as you read the newsletter, you will 
appreciate that our teaching and research 
activities on a number of exciting planning 
and engineering research grants have kept 
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The 2008 UIC George Krambles 
Transportation Scholarship Award 

Program will award three scholarships 
totaling $2,000. The program has been 
endowed by the George Krambles 
Transportation Scholarship Fund and 
is housed in the College of Urban Plan-
ning and Public Affairs. Submissions 
must be made by September 15, 2008. 

inducted into the American Public 
Transit Association Hall of Fame and 
is one of the most noted public transit 
officials of all time. Krambles retired 
from the CTA in 1980 and passed away 
in 1999, leaving in place a magnificent 
legacy of achievement and friendship. 
Three scholarship awards will be made: 
one $1,000 award and two $500 awards. 

George Krambles, former 
Executive Director of the 
Chicago Transit Authority, 
served the region’s transit 
system for 43 years 
beginning with the Chicago 
Rapid Transit Company 
in 1937 as a student 
engineer. He graduated 
from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign in 1936 and was a good 
friend and supporter of UIC’s Urban 
Transportation Center. He was 

In order to qualify, students 
must be in the graduate 
program in the College 
of Urban Planning and 
Public Affairs studying 
transportation or a 
graduate student Research 
Assistant at the Urban 
Transportation Center as 
of fall semester, 2008. 

Further information can be obtained 
from Joe DiJohn at (312) 996-1458 or at 
joedi@uic.edu.   ]

George Krambles

2008 UIC George Krambles Scholarships 
Announced

UTC Has New Look

The UTC is proud to reveal its new-
ly designed website. Be sure to 

check out the modified format which 
is easier to read and navigate. In ad-
dition to the existing content, we have 
added more information about research 
projects and courses offered. Special 
thanks go to Jodi White-Jones and the 
CUPPA Dean’s office for their support 
and input into the new site. Check us 
out at http://www.utc.uic.edu/   ]

Kawamura’s Eye 
for Beauty

UTC was pleased to see  Ka-
zuya Kawamura’s artistic 

photography mentioned as an 
honorable in the CMAP Images 
of Northeastern Illinois Photo 
contest. CMAP asked residents 
of the seven county Chicago 
region to capture on film those 
things that they value the most 
in the region. Photographs fo-

cused on five different themes; Diversity, Community Vitality, Natural Environment, 
Global Appeal and Architecture and Urban Design. Kawamura’s “Autumn in Full” was 
an honorable mention in the Natural Environment theme.  ]

“Autumn in Full” Busse Woods, Elk Grove Village

ATTENTION CONNECTOR 
READERS

After nine years of semi-annual 
mailings the Connector is reducing 

its carbon footprint and sharing with 
you the colors of our graphics through 
electronic distribution. This issue will 
be the last mailing and paper issue 
of the Connector. Future issues will 
be distributed via e-mail and will be 
available on the UTC website.
Please e-mail utc-connector@uic.edu 
to receive future Connector issues.   ]

UTC Achievements

UTC is proud to make special men-
tion of the following awards and 

achievements of staff and students. Kou-
ros Mohammadian and Taha Rashidi 
won the Fred Burgraff Award for Young 
Researchers at the 2008 TRB conference 
with their paper “Modeling Household 
Vehicle Transaction Behavior: A Com-
peting Risk Duration Approach.” Mo-
hammadian was again honored at TRB, 
along with former UIC student Yongping 
Zhang when they won the 2007 Charley 
V. Wootan Award for the outstanding 
paper in the field of policy and organiza-
tion with their paper “Investigating the 
Transferability of National Household 
Travel Survey Data.” Current UPP PhD 
student Caitlin Cottrill won the 2008 US 
DOT Eisenhower Fellowship. MUPP 
and MPA students Emily Ziring and Matt 
Smith, respectively, were both selected 
to be fellows in the inaugural 2008 CTA 
Presidential Fellowship program. Also, 
Jane Lin has become an editorial board 
member of Transportation Research Part 
A: Policy and Practice (Elsevier). ]

Kouros (center left) and Taha (center right)  
receive recognition for winning the 2008 Fred 
Burgraff Award. They are accompanied by Neil 
J. Peterson (left) and Linda S. Watson (right) 



METSI News
Freight Congestion

A METSI Working Paper titled 
“The Impact of Freight Con-

gestion on the Chicago Area Com-
mute” was completed by Joseph 
DiJohn. The paper suggests that the 
volume of railroad and truck traffic 
through the nation’s transportation 
hub is partially responsible for Chi-
cago having one of the longest av-
erage commute times in the nation. 
A summary of the paper appeared 
in Crain’s Chicago Business on 
the op-ed page on January 14. The 
paper was presented at the Annual 
Meeting of the Transportation Re-
search Forum on March 17 in Fort 
Worth, Texas.

The Burnham Plan of Chicago 

In 1909, famed architect and plan-
ner Daniel Burnham published 

the Plan of Chicago, a vision of a 
beautiful and efficient city of the 
future. In anticipation of the cen-
tennial anniversary of the plan, the 
Chicago Metropolitan Agency for 
Planning (CMAP), the Metropoli-
tan Planning Council (MPC) and 
DePaul University are planning a 
celebration to honor the Plan. Staff 
is developing a METSI Working 
Paper titled “The Burnham Trans-
portation Plan: 100 Years Later.” 
The paper will examine the trans-
portation recommendations made 
in the plan and evaluate the plan’s 
impact on the region’s system and 
has been accepted for presentation 
at the ITE Midwest District Annual 
Conference to be held in July.

McHenry County Transit Plan

Staff continues to participate on 
the McHenry County Imple-

mentation Task Force. The County 
awarded a $350,000 senior citizen 
grant to fund the demonstration 
project. Pace made an application 
for a Job Access Reverse Commute 
grant to initiate a county wide pro-
gram. The County administration 
hopes to implement the program 
soon.

Public/Private Partnerships

Last November, METSI and the 
UTC co-sponsored a luncheon 

meeting with CMAP and the Chi-
cagoland Chamber of Commerce 
inviting global private transit pro-
viders to discuss opportunities for 
public/private partnerships. Fol-
lowing that meeting, UTC and 
CMAP staff have met to discuss 
formalizing a public/private effort 
under the auspices of a CMAP Task 
Force. The goal of the effort is to 
obtain private provider input into 
the region’s planning process and 
identify and implement some dem-
onstration projects. ]

TRF News
Rail and Freight in the Region

In January, Rick Harnish, Executive 
Director of the Midwest High-Speed 

Rail Association, gave a presentation 
on the status of high speed rail projects 
in the United States and Europe. He 
journeyed on high speed intercity 
and commuter trains in France and 
commented on their acceptance, use 
and incorporation into the planning 
process. He also gave an update on 
plans affecting Illinois.
In March, the Chicago Chapter spon-
sored a panel discussion on the Cana-
dian National (CN) proposed purchase 
of the Elgin, Joliet and Eastern Rail-
road as a freight bypass. Jim Kveda-
ras represented the CN, Dave Young, 
retired Chicago Tribune transportation 
reporter and transportation author, gave 
a historical perspective, Randy Blan-
kenhorn presented CMAP’s position 
and Jim Giblin discussed rail impacts 
on communities throughout suburbia. 
The event was co-sponsored by the 
Northwestern University Transporta-
tion Center Sandhouse Gang. More 
than 90 individuals participated with a 
phone-in from NU in Evanston and the 
Railroad Program at UIUC in Urbana-
Champaign.
There was a Chicago Panel discussion 
at the Annual Meeting of the National 
Transportation Research Form (TRF) 
in Fort Worth on March 17. Panelists 
included Libby Ogard, a consultant 
from Southern Wisconsin; Joe 
Schwieterman, DePaul University; 
Ian Savage, Northwestern University; 
Tony Pagano and Joe DiJohn, UIC. 
Joe DiJohn discussed the impact of 
freight congestion on the Chicago area 
commute.   ]
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Daniel Burnham
Image available at: http://www.vintagedesigns.
com/aa/dhb/DanielHBurham1910.jpg

Young adults and employment-aged 
people are not, however, the only dis-
advantaged populations that merit spe-
cial transportation attention. Kouros 
Mohammadian and Taha H. Rashidi 
presented “Effectiveness of Transit 
Strategies Targeting Elderly People.” 

Prompted by the explosive growth in 
the number of older Americans, Mo-
hammadian and Rashidi presented 
findings of senior travel behaviors 
that were revealed in a comprehensive 
transportation survey of the Chicago 
metropolitan area. The survey results 
showed that seniors preferred trans-
portation alternatives and strategies 

for system improvement. This data can 
be effectively used by Chicago transit 
agencies to improve their services in 
a way that would encourage more fre-
quent patronage from senior citizens. 

Practical Model Applications
UTC research has not only focused on 
the human factors of transportation BB

UTC Research at TRB
Continued from front page
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TRB 2008: New Attendees 
Perspectives

Erin Roosa Cohen
This January marked my first visit to 
the Transportation Research Board 
conference in Washington D.C. As a 
master’s student in transportation plan-
ning though, attending the conference 
felt like I was finally on my way to 
gaining admission into a quirky kind 
of club, exclusive of folks who don’t 
feel passionate about headway times, 
intermodalism, congestion typologies, 
or demand management strategies, 
just to name a few of the thousands of 
interesting subjects covered at TRB. 
Even though it was my first confer-
ence, I attended with several specific 
goals in mind: to learn something about 
which I knew absolutely nothing, to 
test the waters of thought on truck-to-
rail intermodal freight movement, and 
finally, spend some time in our nation’s 
capitol with a few of my classmates 
– to soak up history while participat-
ing in a transportation discourse with 
classmates and colleagues, the likes of 
this conversation my non-transporta-
tion friends would never be willing to 
ponder. 
I started the conference by attending a 
panel on current research and develop-
ment in ports, intermodal freight, and 
terminal operations. I was fascinated to 
learn about the great freight ship back-
up of 2002, about how international 
shippers are pondering sending freight 
through Canadian and Mexican ports 
instead of through L.A. – Long Beach 
because of congestion but that Cana-
dian and Mexican ports don’t have the 
large cranes that make moving today’s 
large containers from ships onto trucks 
or trains possible. 
Fresh off this panel about a subject near 
and dear to my heart, I decided to branch 
out and learn something practical to my 
personal life and so I attended the ses-
sion titled: “Where’s my Bag? Perspec-
tives on the Airline Baggage Problem” 
Truthfully, I was shocked to find the 
session under-attended, especially as 

planning but Mohammadian has led 
UTC research directed at overcoming 
the data limitations of large and small 
Metropolitan Planning Organizations 
(MPOs). In the research done by Mo-
hammadian and Yongping Zhang, 
“Bayesian Updating of Microsimula-
tion of Household Travel Survey Data 
and Transferred Household Travel 
Data Using Markov Chain Monte 
Carlo Simulation with Gibbs Sampler,” 
they found that there are promising as-
pects in the transferability of household 
travel survey data and that there are 
relatively cost-effective ways of updat-
ing transferred household travel data 
to simulate local travel patterns. In an 
environment where data is difficult and 
costly to obtain, this kind of research is 
important to the advancement of more 
sophisticated transportation planning 
tools among smaller MPOs.
Paul Metaxatos and Rita Morocoima-
Black, from the Champaign County 
Regional Planning Commission also 
researched problems facing small plan-
ning commissions and their use of more 
sophisticated planning tools in their 
research “Trip Generation Revisited: 
Estimation of Trip Generation Rates 
from Small-Scale Household Travel 
Surveys.” Metaxatos and Morocoima-
Black brought real-life experience from 
Champaign County Regional Planning 
Commission to develop simple tools 
that small MPOs could use to validate 
household trip generation from small-
scale household travel surveys. UTC 
clearly has been contributing valuable 
research to the field of applied transpor-
tation planning.

UTC Reception
UTC staff also had some 
fun at TRB. At the UTC 
reception students and 
staff welcomed alumni 
and recognized awards 
received by staff and 
students. Thakuriah rec-
ognized the high hon-
ors of Mohammadian 
and Zhang in receiving 
the Charley V. Wootan 
Award for policy and 
organization with their 
research “Investigating 

Transferability of National Household 
Travel Survey Data,” and Mohamma-
dian and Rashidi in receiving the Fred 
Burgraff Award for Paper by Young 
Researchers with their research titled 
“Modeling Household Vehicle Trans-

action Behavior: Competing Risk Du-
ration Approach.” The reception was 
also honored by guests from Chicago 
Metropolitan Area Planning, the Chica-
go Office of Emergency Management 
and Communications, Transystems, 
Parsons Brinckerhoff, Arizona State 
University, PTV America, URS, Wil-
bur Smith, U.S. Department of Trans-
portation, ICF International, Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania and many other 
organizations. The reception  was well 
attended by people from both coasts 
and numerous cities in between.
The annual TRB conference is a time 
for UTC to reconnect and highlight 
some of its best research. It also pro-
vides an important forum where re-
searchers can make meaningful con-
tributions to the field of transportation 
planning. ]

Yongping Zhang (right) presents on Microsimulation at TRB

Past and present students have casual con-
versation at the UTC reception

Continued on Page 7
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Publications
Lin, J., C. Chen and D.A. Niemeier (2008). 
“An Analysis on Long Term Emission 
Benefits of a Government Vehicle Fleet 
Replacement Plan In Northern Illinois.” 
Transportation, Vol 35, No. 2: 219 – 235.

Lin, J., P. Wang and D. Barnum (2008). 
“A Quality Control Framework for Bus 
Schedule Reliability.” Transportation Re-
search Part E: Transportation Review and 
Logistics, forthcoming. (Available online 
4 December 2007.)

Lin, J. and L. Long (2008, February). 
“Transferability of Household Travel 
Characteristics Across Neighborhood 
Types and Geographic Areas Using the 
NHTS.” Journal of Transportation Engi-
neering ASCE. Accepted, February.

Reports
DiJohn, J., P. Metaxatos, L. Dirks and K. 
Allen (2008, February). “ADA Special 
Services: Price Elasticity for the Provi-
sion of Free Service in the State of Illi-
nois.” Final Report. Illinois Department 
of Transportation Division of Public and 
Intermodal Transportation. 

Metaxatos, P. (2006, October). “Trip Gen-
eration Revisited: Estimation of Trip Gen-
eration Rates from Small-size Household 
Travel Surveys.” (Working paper.) Urban 
Transportation Center, University of Illi-
nois at Chicago.

Presentations
Metaxatos, P. 1st Annual Freight Re-
search Workshop of the National Center 
for Freight & Infrastructure Research & 
Education. Workshop. Madison, Wiscon-
sin, 2007.

Thakuriah, P., J. Lin, P. Metaxatos, A. 
Sen, G. Yanos, W. Pu, M. Ruan, and R. 
Sulo-Caceres. “Design of Special Events, 
Weather and Construction Delay Compo-
nent of a Dynamic Traveler Information 
System -- Progress Report #1.” NAVTEQ 
Corp., December 2007.

Yavuz, N., E. Welch and P.S. Sriraj. “Gen-
der Differences in Reaction to Transit 
Safety Measures and Service Attributes: 
An Analysis of Passengers’ Perceived 
Train Safety in Chicago.” Association for 
Public Policy Analysis and Management 

Research Conference, Nov. 8-10, 2007. 
Washington, D.C.

Papers to be included in the ASCE Pro-
ceedings of the 2008 Advanced Applica-
tions of Transportation Technology, Ath-
ens Greece, May 27-31, 2008.
Pu, W. and J. Lin. “Buses As Probes: Ar-
chived v.s. Real-Time AVL.” 
Ruan, M. and J. Lin. “An Investigation 
of Bus Headway Regularity and Service 
Performance in Chicago Bus Transit Sys-
tem.” 

Papers presented at the TRB 86th An-
nual Meeting, Washington, DC, Janu-
ary 13-17, 2008.
Cottrill, C. and P. Thakuriah. “Evaluating 
Pedestrian Risk in Environmental Justice 
Areas.”
Kawamura, K. and Y. Lu. “Examination of 
the Relationship Between Real-Time Traf-
fic Information and Market Entry Barrier 
for Local Delivery Firms: Agent-Based 
Approach.”
Zhang, Y. and A. Mohammadian. “Bayes-
ian Updating of Transferred Household 
Travel Data Using Markov Chain Monte 
Carlo Simulation with Gibbs Sampler.”
Zhang, Y. and A. Mohammadian. “Micro-
simulation of Household Travel Survey 
Data.”
Zhang, Y. and A. Mohammadian. “Exam-
ining Common Distributional Assump-
tions of Travel Characteristics for Data 
Simulation.”
Metaxatos, P. and R. Morocoima-Black. 
“Trip Generation Revisited: Estimation of 
Trip Generation Rates from Small-Scale 
Household Travel Surveys.”
Auld, J., A. Mohammadian and K. Wies. 
“Population Synthesis with Region-Level 
Control Variable Aggregation.”
Zargari, S. A., M. Araghi and A. Moham-
madian. “Combined Trip Distribution and 
Assignment Model: Applications to Cap-
tive Trips.”
Khattak, A. J., X. Pan, B. M. Williams, N. 
M. Rouphail and Y. Fan. “Traveler Infor-
mation Delivery Mechanisms: Impacts on 
Consumer Behavior.”
Thakuriah, P. and L. Tang. “Longitudinal 
Analysis of Effect of Transportation Diffi-
culties on Earnings Among Young Adults 
from Disadvantaged Families.”

Thakuriah, P., P. S. Sriraj and T. Schmidt. 
“Cost-Effectiveness Analysis of Job 
Access and Reverse Commute Program.”

Rashidi, T. H. and A, Mohammadian. “Ef-
fectiveness of Transit Strategies Targeting 
Elderly People.”

Khattak, A. J., Y. Fan, and C. Teague. 
“Economic Impact of Traffic Incidents on 
Businesses.”

Zegeer, C. V., R. D. Blomberg, D. Hen-
derson, L. Marchetti, S. Masten, Y. Fan, 
A. Brown, J. S. Stutts, L. S. Sandt and L. 
Thomas. “Evaluation of the Miami-Dade 
Pedestrian Safety Demonstration Proj-
ect.”

Fan, Y. and A. J. Khattak. “Urban Form, 
Individual Spatial Footprints, and Travel: 
An Examination of Space-use Behavior.”

Lu, Y., K. Kawamura and M. Zellner. 
“Influence of Urban Form on Work Travel 
Behavior: Exploration Using Agent-Based 
Modeling.”

Fan, Y., A. J. Khattak and D. A. 
Rodriguez. “Household Excess Travel 
and Neighborhood Characteristics: 
Associations and Trade-Offs.”

Minocha, I., P. S. Sriraj, P. Metaxatos and 
P. Thakuriah. “Analysis of Transit Quality 
of Service and Employment Accessibility 
for the Greater Chicago Region.”

Pagano, A. M. “Measuring the Impact of 
Rail to Road Modal Shift: Results from 
Three Case Studies.” 

Auld, J., A. Mohammadian and S. T. 
Doherty. “Analysis of Activity Conflict 
Resolution Strategies.”

Yagi, S. and A. Mohammadian. “Modeling 
Daily Activity-Travel Tour Patterns 
Incorporating Activity Scheduling 
Decision Rules.”

Yagi, S. and A. Mohammadian. “Joint 
Models of Home-Based Tour Mode and 
Destination Choices: Applications to a 
Developing Country.”

Student Theses
Long, L. (Fall 2007) CE. Dissertation: 
“Model-Based Synthesis of 
Geographically Variable Household 
Travel Data in Small and Mid-Size 
Areas.”



UTC
Advisory Board

Philip Pagano
Chair of the Advisory Board 

Executive Director Metra

Thomas Byrne
Commissioner  

Chicago Department of Transportation

Randall S. Blankenhorn 
Executive Director 

Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning

Joe Clary
Director Division of Public and

Intermodal Transportation
Illinois Department of Transportation

Nuria Fernandez 
Commissioner 

O’Hare International Airport 
Department of Aviation

Ron Huberman 
President  

Chicago Transit Authority 

John McCarthy 
President

 Continental Airport Express

Brian McPartlin 
Executive Director 

 Illinois State Toll Highway Authority 

Les Nunes 
Bureau Chief

 Illinois Department of Transportation 
Urban Program Planning

Diane O’Keefe
Deputy Director, Region 1 Engineer
Illinois Department of Transportation

T. J. Ross
Executive Director

Pace

Steve Schlickman
Executive Director

Regional Transportation Authority

Marisol Simon 
Regional Administrator 

Federal Transit Administration

Mike Tryon
State Representative

64th District

- 7 -

S p r i n g  2 0 0 8

a representative from a Canadian bag-
gage handling technologies firm began 
demonstrating a real robot that read bar 
codes, picked up and moved bags from 
one conveyor belt to the next by judg-
ing the weight and shape of the bag. I 
was impressed by how rarely airlines 
actually lose baggage and the process 
they’ve employed to make sure the cus-
tomer gets his bag back. Of course, no 
baggage panel would be complete with-
out mentioning ways to manage pas-
sengers’ behavior – to subtly encourage 
them to bring fewer or smaller bags, 
nor would the panel have been com-
plete without several shared chuckles 
about the baggage handling debacle of 
Denver International Airport in 1995. 
During my three day stay at TRB, I at-
tended many sessions on freight, while 
managing to learn things about cross-
walks for the blind, car sharing pro-
grams, and methods of implementation 
for the Coordinated Human Services 
requirement of SAFETEA-LU. I found 
each of the sessions to be incredibly re-
warding and interesting, whether I was 
familiar with the subject matter or not. 
Finally, on the last day of the confer-
ence, some of my fellow classmates 
and I ventured out into D.C., beyond 
the small radius of the hotel, to see the 
renowned Edward Hopper exhibit at 
the National Galleries, after a delicious 
lunch of authentic flat bread tacos at 
the American Indian Museum, and of 
course, a ride on the Metro.
It is fair to say, this club of transpor-
tation planners and engineers has its 
perks. 
Emily Ziring
Having spent three days at TRB 2008 
rushing from session to session and ho-
tel to hotel trying to extract every bit 
of information I could in a short period 
of time, I can say this about the confer-
ence: it has something – maybe even a 
few dozen things – for everyone.
Given the wide variety of subjects cov-
ered at the conference, it is not unrea-
sonable to assume that each attendee 
walks away believing that one central 
theme permeated the sessions. Because 

my primary interest is in the intersection 
of transportation and environmental 
planning, I noticed that many sessions 
dealt with global climate change, either 
directly or indirectly. One interesting 
session I attended looked at reducing 
energy and greenhouse gas emissions 
in freight operations; two other ses-
sions focused on the impact of climate 
change on transportation managers and 
on “evolving partnerships” in transpor-
tation, including those between small 
municipalities and their regional EPA 
offices.
Not all my time was spent thinking 
about melting glaciers and homeless 
polar bears, however. A Spotlight Ses-
sion on the role of transit in congestion 
pricing provided valuable insights into 
London’s cordon tolling program. An-
other session comparing the predicted 
costs and ridership of New Starts Proj-
ects to actual figures was a fascinat-
ing peek into how the FTA selects and 
evaluates their most visible projects. 
“North American Carsharing Studies” 
focused too much on study methodol-
ogy and not enough on policy for my 
taste, but it gave me a glimpse of how 
much work goes into seemingly simple 
models, such as vehicle allocation de-
cision-making.
In an effort to network and figure out 
how to get more involved in TRB, I 
attended a meeting of the Committee 
on Ecology and Transportation. While 
I was hoping the meeting might pro-
vide me with a sounding board or some 
fresh research ideas, two hours into the 
four-hour meeting, the committee had 
only discussed old business and logis-
tics. Lesson learned: try to attend the 
second half of committee meetings, 
when research needs are discussed.
Now that I’ve gotten my feet wet, I 
know how to better prepare for TRB 
2009. Next year I’ll know which ses-
sions are best suited to my interests, 
which speakers have unique perspec-
tives to share, and how to get the most 
out of committee meetings. ]

TRB 2008: New Attendees Perspectives
Continued from Page 5



Upcoming Events
May 27- 31, 2008
Applications of Advanced Technolo-
gies in Transportation (AATT) 10th 
International Conference
Athens, Greece 
For more information: http://www.civil.
ntua.gr/aatt/aatt.html

June 6, 2008
Transport Chicago Conference
Illinois Institute of Technology
Chicago, IL
For more information: http://www.
transportchicago.org/

July 6-8, 2008
ITE Midwest District Annual Con-
ference
Chicago, IL

For more information: http://www.
midwesternite.org/

July 6-11, 2008
Association for Collegiate Schools 
of Planning (ACSP) and Association 
of European Schools of Planning 
Fourth Joint Congress
Chicago, IL
For more information: 
http://www.uic.edu/cuppa/upp/con-
gress/

July 10-13, 2008
13th International Planning History 
Society (IPHS) Conference
Chicago, IL
For more information: http://www.dcp.
ufl .edu/IPHS2008/ 

July 27-29, 2008
American Public Transportation 

Association’s (APTA) 4th Annual 
Sustainability and Public Transpor-
tation Workshop
Chicago, IL
For more information: http://www.apta.
com/conferences_calendar/sustainable/

October 7-10, 2008
URISA’s 46th Annual Conference
New Orleans, LA
For more information: http://www.
urisa.org/conferences/aboutannual

November 16-20, 2008
15th World Congress on ITS
New York, NY
For more information: http://www.
itsworldcongress.org/
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UTC’s Mission Statement
“The Urban Transportation Center (UTC) seeks 
to understand and improve urban transportation 
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