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Access to Jobs Through Transportation: The 
Tradition Continues and Grows
in the latter half of the 1990s, the staff of uTC started addressing one of the 
more challenging transportation questions of the early 21st century. We studied 
the emerging needs of individuals directly affected by the personal responsibil-
ity and Work opportunity reconciliation Act (prWorA) of 1996. employment 
transportation services were needed to provide access to jobs for people who 
otherwise had few transportation options, either because public transportation 
was not available to their work locations (or for employment-supportive trips 
such as daycare, schools, job-training or for job search activities) or because 
they could not afford to own a private vehicle.

A research team directed by Ashish Sen initially conducted a seminal study for 
Pace in which we were the first in the Chicago region to map the home loca-
tions of welfare recipients in the six-county metropolitan area. We also esti-
mated where the entry-level jobs openings were located in the same six-county 
area. initially, more welfare clients than 

expected job openings existed, though over time the number of former 
welfare clients seeking employment declined. With these spatial data we 
matched the areas of job-ready clients with locations of entry-level jobs.

This work established a vital foundation for work conducted in the last 
many years. With critical support from FTA, professor piyushimita  (Vonu) 
Thakuriah forged an important alliance with the Community Transporta-
tion Association of America. in this work, we solicited talent from appro-
priate units at uiC, including economics professors Joseph persky and 
ron Baiman.

When the Bureau of Transportation Services (BTS) called professor Ash-
ish Sen to Washington, Vonu Thakuriah spearheaded the work and trans-
formed it from a critical local and regional focus to a nationwide study. This 
was a vital step in addressing a problem that had national scope, which in 
turn gave UTC vast name recognition in this field of study. We not only 
received financial support from Pace, but also received funding from the 
illinois Department of Human Services and then, most importantly, from 
the Federal Transit Administration.

Based on site visits conducted in May and June 2002, we found that JArC-
funded fixed route and demand-responsive services are accomplishing  the 
crucial goals of providing access to jobs, training centers, and childcare fa-
cilities. Demand-responsive services include paratransit and vanpool ser-
vices. Services funded by the JArC program facilitate a better lifestyle and 
a way out of poverty for low-income individuals. (Continued on page 3)

 Piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah,                  
  Principal Investigator, JARC
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Director’s Message

i am in the middle of my one-year commitment to di-
rect the center as we conduct our nationwide search for a 
permanent director. i have the good fortune to continue 
building on the successes of our previous directors, in 
particular piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah. We continue 
to attract new funding and participate in national fo-
rums to disseminate our research findings. At the re-
cent TrB meeting in Washington there were thirteen 
presentations by uTC affiliated faculty and students.

in this issue we highlight our work related to the travel needs of disadvantaged populations. 
our work is supported by the Federal Transit Administration and builds on history in this 
area that covers more than a dozen years. We were initially awarded funds by pace to 
perform the first metropolitan-wide assessment of the needs of former welfare clients. Sub-
sequent funding came from the illinois Department of Human Services, and then from Con-
gress. More recently,we have received major funding from the FTA to assess the economic 
benefits of the Job Access and Reverse Commute program and now also the New Freedom 
program (http://www.utc.uic.edu/fta.html). We have subsequently received additional sup-
port from the Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) to expand the 
scope of our work. For the last half-dozen years, professor Thakuriah has headed this re-
search and as the dimensions of the study scope have expanded, so has her workload. We are 
therefore recruiting a post doc to assist in this work and expect to have him start by the time 
this publication is released.

The urban Transportation Center also continues its collaboration with the Chicago Transit 
Authority in a joint program with MiT. The objective of this collaboration is to provide 
academic and technical expertise to the CTA by conducting service-relevant research aimed 
at enhancing the competitiveness of CTA. We are also proceeding with our analysis of the 
Seniors ride Free program. We are conducting this study with Tim Johnson of the Survey 
research laboratory, as well as Ashish Sen. Ashish is willing to share his experiences as 
the Director of the Bureau of Transportation Statistics in Washington with us, and closer to 
home, his tenure on the Chicago Board of education. These experiences are invaluable as we 
plan our course for major funding as part of the transportation improvements that will be part 
of our national economic recovery efforts.

The Center is also continuing its Friday seminar series. This series brings speakers to uTC 
that provides special insight for the larger Chicago transportation community. All are wel-
come to attend these seminars—please let us know if you would like to be added to our mail-
ing list, utc@listserv.uic.edu. 

We are also continuing with our search for a permanent director. We have numerous distin-
guished applicants and expect to narrow our selection soon and look forward to a permanent 
director in place by fall.

We remain proud of the many students who have graduated - recently or over the years - and 
proceeded to illustrious careers. in this issue, we feature their works and accomplishments. 
in January we hosted a reception at TrB at which we had an opportunity to become reac-
quainted with many of our former students. We welcome the opportunity to do that again 
in the near future and invite all previous associates (students, staff, etc.) to provide us with 
current contact information. please contact me via e-mail at siim@uic.edu or enter your in-
formation on our web site at www.utc.uic.edu.

Warm regards, 

Siim Sööt
interim Director, urban Transportation Center
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A typical JARC route serving West Virginia and Pittsburgh (L-R): Van picks up individuals from a mall in suburban Pitts-
burgh; Van travels past old steel mills in Pittsburgh en route to employment centers; John D. Rockefeller Vocational-
Technician Center hosts employee training programs; Van continues to a new entertainment complex, including a casino.

FTA-JARC Program (Continued from front page)

We pursued the site-visit strategy because FTA possesses detailed information on JArC grantees and also anecdotal 
information on individuals who have benefited from JARC-funded transportation. The objective was to bridge the gap 
between these two data sources. The site-visit information provides an assessment of the JArC program by surveying 
users of JARC-funded programs throughout the country. The survey was designed to reflect the scope and breadth of 
the many service types funded by the JArC program.

Specifically, the survey collects information about the users and is structured to determine the importance of the ser-
vice to them. We elicited information about user characteristics and on what they might do if the service was not avail-
able. The sample is designed to be a representative sample of a variety of JArC-supported services. As such, it is not 
a survey of grantees but of users of the selected services administered by the grantee.

Our reports to FTA have been well received and FTA has extensively used our findings in their reports to Congress. 
Our findings have also been used in other contexts including the e-mail that we received from FTA last fall: on Sep-
tember 10, Senator russ Feingold (D-Wi) introduced S. 3466, a bill to improve the Job Access and reverse Commute 
program. The text of this legislation is not yet available; however, Senator Feingold’s statement in the Congressional 
record is attached.

The attached statement includes the following language: “A recent university of illinois Chicago study found that the 
societal benefits from the program are $1.65 per dollar spent and estimated lifetime benefits to low-income persons 
of $15 per dollar spent due to their ability to find and retain better paying jobs... Working closely with transportation 
officials in Wisconsin and partially based on recommendations from the UIC study, I’ve come up with some specific 
ideas to improve the program…”

As a result of the ongoing work for FTA, since 2000, FTA has provided professor Thakuriah with funds to not only 
continue her research but to also expand its scope. As we proceed in this area of research we find new challenges 
emerging, partly because the JArC program also supports car-related and travel training programs. FTA has also re-
quested an assessment of the new Freedom program.  We look forward to another round of rewarding experiences in 
visiting both JArC and new Freedom sites, and, importantly, in analyzing the data to provide FTA with an insightful 
report, including recommendations.

   RTA Seniors and People with Disabilities Ride Free Program
in January 2008, the governor approved the transit funding bill through the amendatory veto process, initiated free 
rides for senior citizens 65 years of age and older. The program went into effect last year on March 17. On October 24, 
2008, people with disabilities, meeting certain income requirements (known as circuit breaker) also became eligible 
to ride free. The uTC is undertaking an analysis of the impact of these programs on the region. The project will also 
develop a survey of seniors to determine the changes in travel patterns resulting from the Seniors ride Free program. 
We anticipate the final report to be completed by Summer 2009. 
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Burnham Plan of Chi-
cago Centennial

This year marks the 100-year an-
niversary of the plan of Chicago, 
authored by Daniel Burnham and 
edward Bennett. Many festivities 
will take place by the Burnham 
plan Centennial Commission, City 
of Chicago, Chicago Metropoli-
tan Agency for planning (CMAp), 
greater north Michigan Avenue As-
sociation and a university consor-
tium led by Depaul university. The 
uTC is participating in the various 
events concentrating on the trans-
portation aspects of the plan. For 
more information on the various 
planned events, visit www.burn-
hamplan100.org.

Transportation and the 
Housing Crisis

The recent housing crisis has re-
sulted in an increase in foreclosures 
in metropolitan areas and national 
homeownership rates have fallen 
to 2001 rates after peaking in 2004. 
Does transportation play a role in 

the housing crisis? Siim Sööt, paul 
Metaxatos and Joseph DiJohn co-
authored the research paper exam-
ining these relationships. As expect-
ed, foreclosure rates are positively 
related to high homeownership and 
unemployment rates. However, 
there is a negative relationship with 
an increase in roadway miles and 
roadway miles per capita, suggest-
ing that the expansion of the high-
way system has not been detrimen-
tal to home ownership. The paper, 
which was presented at the TrF An-
nual Meeting, can be found on the 
uTC web site at www.utc.uic.edu.

Congestion Parking 
Fees

last year, Joe DiJohn was named to 
the Technical Advisory group on 
the Congestion pricing and Bus 
rapid Transit grant project for 
the City of Chicago. The group 
was addressing the peak times 
and geographic areas of congestion 
parking fees for off-street, metered 
and loading zone parking in the 
central area. early this year, the uS 

Department of Transportation re-
scinded the congestion reduction 
agreement with the City and pulled 
the grant funding. While the Advi-
sory group was disbanded, it is 
hoped the grant will be resurrect-
ed by the new administration.

Workshops

recently, uTC has been active-
ly sponsoring and cosponsoring 
transportation workshops, semi-
nars and net conferences. past top-
ics include parking Management, 
emergency response and Safety, 
Carpool lanes, Transportation in-
dustry Finance, Freight Flow 
Forecasting, the 2010 Census, 
Trains versus Trucks and Transpor-
tation Demand Management (TDM) 
and Climate Change. Currently, 
we are planning a rail infrastruc-
ture Workshop as our Annual Sym-
posium topic. More information 
will be disseminated as it becomes 
available. ideas for workshop top-
ics should be conveyed to Joe Di-
John at 312-996-1458 or at joedi@
uic.edu.

Annual TRF Meeting

The annual Transportation research Forum (TrF) meet-
ing was held in portland, oregon on March 16-18. Siim 
Sööt presented the paper titled, “Transportation and the 
Housing Crisis: Are They related?” and Joe DiJohn 
presented a paper “The Burnham Transportation plan 
of Chicago: 100 Years later.”  one hundred-twenty 
one papers were presented covering a wide variety of 
transportation topics.  The keynote address, “Social-
ity, rationality and Choice” was given by Daniel Mc-
Fadden, the 2000 nobel prize recipient in economics.  
The Chicago Chapter cosponsored the reception Sunday 
evening with the new York and Washington Chapters.

Sandhouse Gang Luncheon

in December, the Chicago Chapter cooperatively co-
sponsored a major event at Maggiano’s in Chicago.  
northwestern university Transportation Center’s 
Sandhouse gang, the urban Transportation Center at 
uiC and the Transportation research Forum (TrF) 
featured Adam inselbuch of Credit Suisse, who shed 
some light on the recent financial downturn and its 
impact on the transportation industry.  The event drew 
record attendance and was well received by a very di-
verse crowd. Anyone interested in joining the national 
TRF organization can find enrollment forms at the TRF 
web site at www.trforum.org.    
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UTC:  Continuing Excellence in Transportation Research at the 88th Annual TRB 
Conference

The 88th Annual Transportation research Board (TrB) met in Wash-
ington, D.C. to address this year’s theme of transportation, energy and 
climate change.  once again, uTC was in attendance with a score of 
impressive contributions.  UTC and its affiliates were represented in thir-
teen poster and panel presentations.  Faculty, staff and students presented 
research regarding current trends in transportation that spanned matters 
concerning disadvantaged populations and privacy issues to transporta-
tion finance and freight congestion.  Of noteworthy mention this year 
were various projects that highlighted the human element of transporta-
tion.  research conducted by uTC members Joe DiJohn, paul Metaxa-
tos, lise Dirks and Karin Allen entitled, “Cost estimation for provision 
of Americans with Disabilities Act: Free Special Services in illinois” 
estimated the costs associated with instituting free fare for paratransit 
services in the state of illinois.  The research projected a nearly 100% 
increase in paratransit ridership.  Currently, the statewide baseline total expenditures are $99.3 million; UTC 
statistics yield an increase in the range of $141.5 to $202.9 million.  

research presented by paul Metaxatos and piyushimita (Vonu) Thakuriah entitled, “planning for Bus-on-Shoul-
der operations in northeastern illinois: Survey of Stakeholders” explored strategies which are currently being 
undertaken in northeastern Illinois to mitigate traffic and encourage mass transit ridership.   While little informa-
tion is available regarding the institutional, legal, project development process, costs and performance of BoS 
operations, the objective of the paper was to report on findings from a survey of core stakeholders and document 
concerns and possible resolutions that can be used, in order to engage a larger group of stakeholders at a later 
time in the planning phase.  

L to R:   Hyeon-Shic Shin, Laxmi Ramasu-
bramanian, C. Jotin Khisty, P.S. Sriraj.

phD candidate Caitlin Cottrill’s poster entitled, “overview of Approaches to 
privacy preservation in intelligent Transportation Systems and Vehicle infra-
structure integration initiative” examined privacy loss due to the integration 
of intelligent Transportation Systems (iTS). The report analyzed mitigation 
efforts to remedy this increasing trend, and examined limitations and potential 
benefits of the merger of technological and policy-oriented approaches in rela-
tion to the proposed Vehicle integration initiative (Vii) program.

in conjunction with the TrB Conference, the uTC hosted its annual reception 
to acknowledge the great academic and professional efforts of its colleagues, 
to reconnect with uTC associates, past and present, and to discuss trends in 
the field with other transportation enthusiasts.  This is a time for friends and 
affiliates of UTC across the country and the globe to gather for the purpose of 
networking and discussing their shared passion for transportation.  in atten-
dance this year were colleagues from various disciplines at uiC and other uni-
versities, past and present uTC faculty and staff, transportation representatives 

from private and public entities, and students in transportation-related studies.  uTC Director Siim Sööt recog-
nized Meghan Mattingly, Tanushri Swarup and Minyan ruan for their award-winning academic endeavors. This 
year’s reception successfully brought together a score of accomplished individuals, as well as old friends, and 
demonstrated UTC’s well-recognized committment to excellence in the field of transportation.
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UTC Director Siim Sööt recognizes  
Meghan Mattingly at the UTC recep-
tion at TRB.  
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Evaluation of the CTA U-Pass Program 
by Tanushri Swarup

Tanushri Swarup has defended her thesis titled “evaluation of the 
u-pass program of Chicago Transit Authority” and is a May Mupp 
graduate.

The continuing upsurge in private automobile ownership and use has 
lead to transit being neglected and under-utilized in many urban areas 
across the country. given this scenario transit agencies are looking for 
new avenues by which they can attract riders to transit. A university 
based discounted transit program such as the u-pass can act as an 
incentive for students to use transit for both commute and non-com-
mute trips. once inculcated, this habit of transit use can translate into 
future gains for the transit agency in the form of creation of a stable 
transit rider pool.

This research focused on the u-pass program of Chicago Transit Authority (CTA). The purpose of this re-
search was to evaluate the program and assess its success in instilling confidence in the users regarding transit. 
For this research, data were obtained from three sources; demographic information about u-pass recipients at 
University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC), actual U-Pass ridership figures from Chicago Transit Authority’s
Automated Farecard (AFC) system and survey responses from u-pass user Study (a web-based survey im-
plemented to uiC’s u-pass recipients). This data was then linked together to form the integrated u-pass user 
Database.  u-pass ridership was modeled as a function of socio-economic and behavioral characteristics to 
form a typical profile of a user or a non-user. Also, changes in perception about transit, post U-Pass use were 
studied.

It was found that younger students (in the age group of 18-35 years) tend to use U-Pass more often than their 
older counterparts. Also, availability of a private vehicle and awareness about the program prior to enrollment 
in UIC were significant predictors of ridership. Among the behavioral factors, low cost of transit use and his-
tory of transit use were significant. It was seen that moderate or high intensity users of the U-Pass experienced 
a greater increase in mobility and also had a better perception of transit, post u-pass use than non-users or 
low intensity users.

For further information about this study please contact Dr. p.S. Sriraj at <sriraj@uic.edu>. 

My UTC Experience
by Onur Tezcan,Visiting Scholar, Urban Transportation Center

Although most of the universities and research centers in the united States are not well- known in the Turkish 
academic world, uiC is among the very few that people look for if they aim to achieve high quality research. 
Consequently, uTC was one of the most sought-after destinations for me when i searched for a suitable place 
for my first lengthy academic visit abroad. The time I spent at UTC confirmed the wisdom of my choice. I 
was fascinated by the efforts of hardworking academicians in the center. As a foreign academician who had 
a chance to observe uTC, i believe the success of the center lies in collaboration, the sharing of knowledge 
and the presence of high quality researchers. (Continued on page 7)

Tanushri Swarup
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My UTC Experience (Continued from page 6)

Frequently-held seminars, webinars, regular meetings of research assistants and 
other activities are something we lack at Istanbul Technical University. I definitely 
benefited a great deal from many events I attended. I took my share of seminars, 
too. With the kind regards of great people at uTC, i was given an opportunity to 
share my research. My presentation in April 2008 at uTC drew a lot of attention. 
Many questions i received and various critical issues mentioned during my presen-
tation were extremely helpful. i feel very fortunate to have presented my studies 
and hear the comments of people at the uTC.

The focus of my studies is congestion pricing; particularly, i focus on designing a congestion pricing scheme 
for one of the important districts of the city of istanbul. istanbul is a densely populated city having more than 
12 million residents. The road network of the city is inadequate and overcrowded. The car ownership figure is 
around 150 per 1000 inhabitants in Istanbul. Although this number is low compared to figures for the developed 
countries, severe congestion is still experienced on the road network of the city. Deficiency in the road network 
is not the only reason for congestion problems. The public transportation system is not only inadequate but also 
operated inefficiently. Hopefully, there are serious efforts to improve this system recently. Moreover, unplanned 
land-use patterns and growth in the city in the recent past has left very few options and almost no room to de-
velop and operate new implementations. A good example for unplanned land-use is the high demand for Bospo-
rus crossings by private vehicles due to high residency in the Asian portion and high concentration of jobs in the 
european portion of the city. This high demand creates severe congestion on two bridges that provide Bosporus 
crossing with a very significant spillover effect on the remaining road network.

Decision makers and academicians collaborate to find a permanent solution to the congestion problem of Istan-
bul. Congestion pricing is one of the implementations being  investigated. especially, successful experiences 
in London and Stockholm give hope to Istanbul. My PhD thesis is one of the first to analyze congestion pricing 
options for istanbul. This is a very new subject for the city, and adequate transportation data are not available yet 
to execute a comprehensive study. unfortunately, my studies have suffered because of this. Still, i believe my 
study will be an important reference point for future studies.

i have developed a model of a cordon congestion pricing scheme for the eminonu district of istanbul. i executed 
an econometric analysis by deriving aggregate average cost, marginal cost and demand curves for the eminonu 
district based on a series of assumptions and calculations. i not only computed the optimum price but also per-
formed investigations for other price values. As expected, i am happy to report that results are promising.

During my time at UTC, I worked primarily with Dr. Kazuya Kawamura to improve, refine and develop my 
congestion pricing model. We had many rewarding discussions and he offered numerous critiques. Specifically, I 
wanted to improve the mode-choice analysis of my congestion pricing model. With his deep knowledge in trans-
portation economics, Dr. Kawamura broadened my horizons, which helped me to further the development of my 
model and provided valuable information for my future studies. i am indebted to him for his help and time. 

I hope, in the future I will find another chance to work and collaborate with the excellent academicians at 
uTC.

Onur Tezcan
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Transit-Oriented Study Tour
by CJ Bright

During winter break, most students go home to see their friends and fam-
ily. normally, i am doing the same but this year i decided to visit Texas and 
then, do a complete 180  and travel across western europe. At the end of the 
Fall 2008 semester, I boarded a flight from Chicago to Dallas, Texas. Being 
originally from the northeastern portion of the country, going anywhere west 
of Buffalo or south of northern new Jersey might as well be an international 
journey. i was very nervous about Texas, but was optimistic that it would 
be an enjoyable vacation.  The object of this article is a chronicle of my ob-
servations regarding the differences in transportation, which were vast and 
numerous in the cities that i visited.  Firstly, i can say that Texas is a real 
place. Second, everything iS bigger in Texas. 

Texas transportation is starkly different than what i have become accustomed to in 
the various places i have lived -- new York City, Chicago, Boston and Albany, nY. 
in Texas, vast highways crisscrossed the entire metropolitan area. i was alarmed at the number  and size of highways. 
Being a transit enthusiast, i decided to travel from love Field to my friend’s house in plano via a combination of 
DArT (the local agency) and taxi. Surprisingly, i was able to travel a considerable portion of my trip using DArT. The 
bus was faster than i expected and the light rail was pleasant. i am still adjusting to the concept of light rail systems, 
given that i’ve grown up in cities with mostly heavy rail systems (not including Boston’s green and Mattapan lines). 
When i arrived at the Downtown plano station, i had to take a cab the rest of the way (DArT restructured the route 
closest to my friend’s house and now i can take a bus from the station to his house with relative ease). Quite possibly 
the most striking difference between the northeast and Texas occurred in plano. plano is a city where most residents 
live in apartments but there is still very little density. The side streets have four lanes with a median, whereas the main 
roads (roughly every mile) have six lanes and a median.   Also to my surprise was the abundance of community paths. 
These paths, throughout Plano, allow people to walk, run or bike without much interference with traffic. My friends 
and I made use of the network often. I spent five days in Texas and can honestly say that there is a transportation infra-
structure there which was more extensive than i would have expected.

The second part of my vacation included a trip to Western europe.  This was 
my first transatlantic trip. The obligatory first stop was London. We made 
a commitment to using our feet or public transport for our entire journey in 
europe. The transit differences were very upfront at Heathrow international 
Airport. There were multiple options for traveling into Central london. our 
hotel was in the outer borough of Harrow. We decided to take the london 
underground (locally known as the Tube) to the hotel. At the station, we 
bought oyster Cards (similar to the contactless Chicago Card) for fare pay-
ment.  We descended to the platform level and saw a train waiting at the 
station. 

As we searched for an uncrowded car, we noticed the countdown timers on 
the platform. i have only seen such technology in person once before, at 
MAX  stations in portland, oregon.  To our surprise, the train moved in the 
opposite direction that we expected. This would become a recurring theme 

throughout our travels in the united Kingdom.  Across london, we experienced a different kind of transportation 
system. i am only sure of one expressway within the city limits that we passed while riding the Tube. We didn’t need 
expressways because we didn’t drive or use a taxi once. london is a city that you can traverse on foot or via Tube 
because everywhere we wanted to go, however far off the beaten path, we found ourselves at a Tube station.  We were 
also lucky to experience the Docklands light rail (Dlr) as well on a journey to the eastern portion of the city. What 
amazed me the most about the Tube was the high frequency of trains at all times of the day, even though they were 
running on a special holiday week schedule with fewer trains than normal.  (Continued on page 9)
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   Picadilly Line, London

  DART Station, Texas
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2009 George Krambles Scholarship Announced

The 2009 uiC george Krambles Transportation Scholarship Award program will award 
three scholarships totaling $2,000. The program has been endowed by the George Kram-
bles Transportation Scholarship Fund and is housed at the urban Transportation Center 
in the College of urban planning and public Affairs.  Submissions must be made by Sep-
tember 15, 2009.

george Krambles, former executive Director of the Chicago Transit Authority, served 
the region’s transit system for 43 years beginning with the Chicago rapid Transit Com-
pany in 1937 as a student engineer.  He graduated from the Electric Railroad Program at 
the university of illinois at urbana-Champaign in 1936 and was a good friend and sup-
porter of uiC’s urban Transportation Center. He was inducted into the American public Transit Association Hall of Fame 
and is one of the most noted public transit officials of all time. George retired from the CTA in 1980 and passed away in 
1999 leaving in place a magnificent legacy of achievement and friendship. The purpose of the scholarship program is to 
encourage students to choose careers in public transit, railroading or transportation operations or planning.

Three scholarship awards will be made: one $1,000 award and two $500 awards.  In order to qualify, students must be in 
the graduate program in the College of urban planning and public Affairs studying transportation or a graduate student 
research Assistant at the urban Transportation Center as of Fall Semester, 2009. Further information can be obtained 
from Joe DiJohn at (312) 996-1458 or at joedi@uic.edu.

Transit-Oriented Study Tour (Continued from page 8)

While in the United Kingdom, we decided to take a day trip to Wales, specifically the Welsh capital city of Cardiff. The 
ride to Cardiff was fast and smooth; we left london- paddington Station and arrived at Cardiff Central Station in roughly 
two hours. Cardiff is a city like none like i have experienced in the united States; it is a mesh of old and new. Cardiff and 
Wales in general have an interesting rail system. There is a local rail system that shuttles commuters around Wales into 
Cardiff Central Station. The short headways on the trunk lines mimic a rapid transit system.We returned to london and 
left the united Kingdom bound for paris. We decided to take the opportunity to ride the euroStar between the two western 
European capitals. Although slower because of the tunnel fire, the travel time was still under four hours.  

Arriving at gare du nord (north Station) in paris was a sight in itself. interna-
tional, domestic, commuter rail and rapid transit rail lines converge on this station. 
The station at the very least is a bit intimidating but my friends and i managed 
through (i was the designated transit guru) the hallways. i will say that in paris, 
the fare media was not what i expected.

We purchased tickets for our unlimited rides but were unable to use our credit 
cards to pay for them, unlike in london or even here in Chicago (at designated 
stations throughout the CTA system). The different systems within paris should 
be noted. There is the Metro, the bus and the rer. The Metro is a rapid transit 
system and the rer is a rapid transit- like commuter rail system. The trunks of 
each line have headways of three minutes all day with a maximum headway of 15 
minutes on the branches (at least on the rer A, B and C lines). While in paris, 
our longest wait for the Metro was about 5 minutes- and that was because the first train was too crowded to board, and trust 
me, I tried. For the RER, our longest wait was 15 minutes to the airport on our way home.

Sadly, our trip did come to an end, but not without such a memorable experience. it was at the very least, mind-boggling; 
but at the same time, very inspiring. As a graduate student with a major interest in public transportation, i feel a push to 
want to do something to better the transit systems in this country. This trip confirmed my passion for transit and I hope this 
experience will help me in the future to make a difference in the field of transportation.

Metro Entrance, Paris

George Krambles
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Urban Transportation PhD Students Forum (UPF) 
by Minyan Ruan

every other week on Mondays, upF meetings are held for phD students working in transportation to discuss 
their research topics. This semester there have been four presenters:  Amir Samimi, Joshua Auld, prof. Kazuya 
Kawamura and Shashi Menchu.  Amir presented his phD research on building a behavioral freight modeling 
framework, in which the role of firms as the decision-making agents is emphasized.  This framework simulates 
the goods movement through the supply chains in five modules: Firm Generation, Supply Chain Replication, 
Shipment Forecasting, logistics planning, and network Analysis.  Joshua updated on model development and 
data collection for the Agent-based Dynamic Activity planning and Travel Scheduling (ADApTS) project.  
He summarized issues on activity-based modeling, ADApTS model framework, population synthesis, activity 
generation and activity planning/gpS survey.  prof. Kazuya Kawamura was invited to talk about academics and 
industry, which are of great interest for the graduating phD students.  Shashi introduced his masters work on a 
micro-simulation that can represent choice processes of an individual decision maker, instead of the aggregated 
population, as function of causal components.  in this module, he simulated the characteristics of the individual 
decision making units, based on the observed distributions of socio-economic characteristics of the sample 
population obtained from household survey data, using Monte-Carlo techniques. 

UTC Faculty and Student Awards

over the past several months, a number of our staff have been awarded distinguished honors within the uiC 
community, and across the nation.  in this issue, we honor four outstanding members of uTC for their academic 
and professional contributions to the transportation community.  Jie lin received the 2009 uiC College of engi-
neers Faculty Award, Meghan Mattingly recieved the Helene M. overly Award from the Women’s Transporta-
tion Seminar, Tanushri Swarup received the legacy Scholarship from the Women’s Transportation Seminar and 
Minyan ruan received the Transportation group Scholarship from the American Society of Civil engineers.  
uTC is extremely proud of all our honorees and congratulates them on their professional and academic recogni-
tions.

        

 
          

   

Since graduating with a master’s degree in urban planning and policy from 
the university of illinois in 2008, Stephen Hunt has been in Seattle,WA where 
he took a job with King County Metro’s long-range transportation planning 
group. While at uiC, Mr. Hunt studied urban transportation and economic de-
velopment. As a research assistant for the urban Transportation Center where 
he researched paratransit issues and transportation coordination with human 
service organizations.

At Metro Mr. Hunt has been very involved as a liaison between King County 
Metro and the puget Sound regional Council (pSrC), the Seattle Metro area’s 
Metropolitan planning organization. This has given Mr. Hunt the opportunity 
to pursue an abiding interest in understanding the land use/transportation con-
nection.

As transit agencies across the nation struggle with meeting record demand on 
withering resources, Metro is rethinking transit’s role in the community and its 
financial underpinnings. Mr. Hunt has been very involved with his planning 
team on developing plans and strategies for how Metro will react to the signifi-
cant budget deficits caused by the economic downturn. It is an interest that has 
led him, in a professional capacity, through the history of street cars and public 
transportation funding and finance.

Alumni Update

Stephen Hunt, MUPP
CUPPA - UTC (2008)
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Publications 

Kawamura, K. and Y.D. Lu. “Econo-
my of Scale and the Role of Publicly 
Available Congestion Information for 
Local Delivery Industry: Agent-based 
Simulation Approach.” Innovations in 
City Logistics (E. Taniguchi and R. 
Thompson, ed.), Nova Science, New 
York. [2008]. pp. 63-78.

Lin, J. and L. Long (2008, December) 
“Model-Based Approach to Synthe-
size Household Travel Characteris-
tics Across Neighborhood Types and 
Geographic Areas.” The ASCE Journal 
of Transportation Engineering, Vol. 134, 
No. 12, 493-503.

Long, L., J. Lin and W. Pu (2009) 
“Model-Based Synthesis of House-
hold Travel Survey Data in Small-
and-Mid-Size Metropolitan Areas.” 
The Journal of Transportation Research 
Board, accepted, forthcoming in 2009.

Lu, Y.D., K. Kawamura, and M. Zell-
ner. “The Influence of Urban Forms on 
Work Travel Behavior: an Exploration 
Using Agent-Based Modeling.” Trans-
portation Research Record 2082, Trans-
portation Research Board, Washington, 
D.C., [2008]. pp. 132 - 140.

Metaxatos, P (2009, February) “Syn-
thetic Data Generation for Small-
Area Demand Forecasting of Freight 
Flows.” Operations and Supply Chain 
Management, Vol. 2, No. 1, 42-51 
(February).

Pu, W. and J. Lin. “Real-Time Esti-
mation of Urban Travel Time Using 
Buses as Speed Sensors.” The Journal 
of Transportation Research Board, ac-
cepted, forthcoming in 2009.

Presentations

Metaxatos, P.  “A Method for Small-
Area Demand Forecasting of Freight 
Flows.” Chicago Area Transportation 
Modeling Users Group, Chicago, De-
cember 3, 2008.

Minyan, R. and J. Lin. “An Investiga-
tion in Synthesis Methods of Gener-
ating High Geographic Resolution 
Freight Data.” Proceedings of the 
13th International Conference of the 
Hong Kong Society for Transporta-
tion Studies, Hong Kong, December 
13-15, 2008.

Sriraj, P.S., P. Metaxatos, T. Swarup, L. 
Dirks, P. Thakuriah, and I. Minocha, A 
Spatial Decision Support System for 
Transportation Planning Using Urban 
Indicators for the Chicago Area, Pre-
sented at the ACSP-AESOP Confer-
ence, Chicago, Illinois, August 2008.

Presentations made at the Transpor-
tation Research Board 88th Annual 
Meeting in Washington, D.C.,  January 
11-15, 2009.

Auld, J., A. Mohammadian and M. 
Roorda. “Implementation of Schedul-
ing Conflict Resolution Model in an 
Activity Scheduling System.”

Auld, J. and A. Mohammadian.  
“Adapts: Agent-Based Dynamic Ac-
tivity Planning and Travel Scheduling 
Model--A Framework.”

Biagioni, J., P. Szczurek, P. Nelson and 
A. Mohammadian. “Tour-Based Mode 
Choice Modeling: Using an Ensemble 
of Conditional and Unconditional 
Data Mining Classifiers.”

Cotrill, C.  “Overview of Approaches 
to Privacy Preservation in Intelligent 
Transportation Systems and Vehicle  
Infrastructure Integration Initiative.”

Long, L., J. Lin and K. Proussaloglou. 
“Investigating Contextual Variability 
in Mode Choice Using Hierarchical 
Mixed Logit Model.”

Long, L., J. Lin, W. Pu .“Model-Based 
Synthesis of Household Travel Survey 
Data in Small- and Mid-Size Metro-
politan Areas.”

McDonnell, S. and J. Lin. “Use of Bio-
diesel in Railways and Its Impact on 
Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Land 
Use.”

Metaxatos, P., J. DiJohn, L. Dirks and 
K. Allen. “Cost Estimation for Provi-
sion of Americans with Disabilities 
Act Free Special Services in Illinois.”

Metaxatos, P. and P. Thakuriah.  “Plan-
ning for Bus-on-Shoulder Operations 
in Northeastern Illinois: Survey of 
Stakeholders.”

Pu, W., J. Lin and L. Long.  “Real-
Time Estimation of Urban Street 
Travel Time Using Buses as Speed 
Probes.”

Rashidi, T., H.Z. Asshtiani and A.
Mohammadian. “School Bus Routing 
Problem in Large-Scale Networks: A 
New Approach Utilizing Tabu Search 
on a Case Study in Developing Coun-
tries.”

Rashidi, T. and A. Mohammadian.  
“Competing Hazard Model of House-
hold Vehicle Transaction Behavior 
with Discrete Time Intervals and Un-
observed Heterogeneity.”

Rashidi, T., A. Mohammadian and Y. 
Zhang.  “Travel Behavior and the Ef-
fects of Household Demographics and 
Lifestyles.”
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UTC Mission Statement

“The mission of the urban 
Transportation Center is to 
educate and conduct research 
to advance transportation 
planning, operations, man-
agement and policy with a 
particular emphasis on the 
Chicago region.”

phone: 312.996.4820 
Web: http://www.utc.uic.edu
Fax: 312.413.0006
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                    Alumni Update                                    
 if you would like to be featured in the uTC Alumni up  
 date, please send a short bio and picture to Silvia   
 Becerra at silabec@uic.edu.

              UTC Alumni! Where are you?
 Help uTC keep out records current by sending your up        
 dated information.  go to www.utc.uic.edu and look for    
 the “eye on Alumni” to submit your information.

 Upcoming Events
 June 5, 2009
 2009 Transport Chicago Conference
 American Dental Associate Building
 Chicago, il
 For more information: www.transportchicago.org/

 June 17-19, 2009
 2009 ESRI International User Conference
 San Diego, CA
 For more information: www.esri.com/events/
 uc/index.html

 July 19-22, 2009
 TRB 2009 Summer Conference
 Seattle, WA
 For more information: www.trb.org/conferences/
 set/2009/summer/announcement.pdf

 September 21-25, 2009
 16th World Congress on ITS
 Stockholm, Sweeden
 For more information: www.itsworldcongress.com/

 September 24-26, 2009
 2009 Upper Midwest APA Planning Conference
 Chicago, il
 For more information: www.ilapa.org/conf/09/conf2009.      
 html
   
 September 29-October 2, 2009
 URISA’s 47th Annual Conference & Exposition
 Anaheim, CA
 For more information: www.urisa.org/about/anaheim

October 1-4, 2009
50th Anniversary ACSP Conference 2009
Crystal City, VA
For more information: www.acsp.org/events/conferences.
html

October 19-21, 2009
8th National Conference on Transportation Asset 
Management
portland, or
For more information: www.trb.org/conferences/2009/Asset/
Announcement.pdf

October 27-30, 2009
4th International Conference on Women’s Issues on Trans-
portation
irvine, CA
For more information: www.trb.org/conferences/2009/women-
sissues/call.pdf

October 30-November 1, 2009
The Rail-Volution 2009
Boston, MA
For more information: www.railvolution.com

January 10-14, 2010
TRB 89th Annual Meeting
Washington, DC
For more information: www.trb.org/meeting/2010/default.asp


