
The Urban Transportation Center 
(UTC) at UIC is in the midst of 

identifying key areas of research for its 
new partnerships with three universi-
ties: the University of Illinois at Urba-
na-Champaign (UIUC), the University 
of South Florida’s National Center for 
Transit Research, and the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison. 

In January, UTC was awarded three 
of the U.S. Department of Transpor-
tation’s twenty-two federally funded 
research grants. The $77 million in 
grants—involving a total of 121 dif-
ferent universities—aims to advance 
research and education programs that 
address the nation’s critical transpor-
tation challenges. UTC Executive Di-
rector Steve Schlickman said that the 
Center’s federal designation “is an af-
fi rmation of the UTC’s 30-plus years of 
research work on urban transportation 
issues affecting the Chicago region, Il-
linois, and the nation.”

UTC will be working with a multi-uni-
versity consortium—led by UIUC—to 
establish a rail transportation and engi-

neering research center. The National 
University Rail (NURail) Center will 
be headquartered at the Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineering 
at UIUC, and will be the country’s fi rst 
urban transportation center that focuses 
solely on rail. 

In addition, the UTC will join a collab-
oration led by the University of South 
Florida’s National Center for Transit 
Research, which is one of only two 
centers nationwide that is designated to 
work on transit research. UIC has been 
guaranteed $700,000 of the $3.5 mil-
lion federal grant to the University of 
South Florida, with a $700,000 match-
ing grant from the Illinois Department 
of Transportation. With these funds, 
work at UTC will likely include transit 
projects related to the issues of safety, 
maintenance, competitiveness, livabil-
ity, and environmental stability in the 
Chicago region, the state of Illinois, 
and nationwide. 

UTC is also a participant in a third 
UTC consortium led by the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison that will focus 

on freight and infrastructure research.  
The staff and faculty affi liated with 
UTC at UIC are appreciative of this 
recognition and will continue to make 
signifi cant contributions in their re-
spective areas of specialization as part 
of these newly formed collaborative 
partnerships. 

University of Illinois President Mi-
chael Hogan said, “The University of 
Illinois is very thankful for the support 
of Governor Pat Quinn and our State 
Congressional leadership, in helping 
us win these grants. Illinois has the na-
tion’s best programs in rail engineering 
and transit system development and 
operation, and these UTCs will help 
the nation and region prepare for future 
freight and passenger rail needs.”   
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Message from  the Executive Director

URBAN TRANSPORTATION CENTER

In a few short weeks, we will be 
congratulating and saying farewell 

to our UTC graduates, in addition to 
welcoming a number of new research 
assistants to our team. At UTC, we make 
it a priority to provide students with the 
opportunity to expand their knowledge 
of and interest in various aspects of the 
transportation fi eld. Each year, one of our 
greatest accomplishments is our ability to 
facilitate and contribute to this learning 
process. As time passes, we become 
more impressed with the positive impact 
and innovative contributions that our 
graduates and alumni are making in the 
transportation community. 

Nobody at UTC had a greater impact on our students than our dear friend and 
colleague, Joe DiJohn (1943-2011). Many of his former students and research 
assistants can attest to the important role he played in guiding them through their 
education and preparing them for successful careers following graduation. Not 
only was Joe an instructor at UIC for over twenty years, but he also commanded 
a remarkable breadth of knowledge of transportation systems. 

As a researcher for UTC, Joe conducted research on a variety of transportation 
topics and his advice was sought by transit agencies across the country. His 
most notable legacy is his directorship of the Metropolitan Transportation 
Support Initiative (METSI), where Joe led a team of students and faculty as 
they conducted research on a variety of important topics to the transportation 
community. 

Because of his dedication to teaching and research, UTC established the Joseph 
DiJohn Scholarship Fund to continue his legacy. This program honors CUPPA 
students with monetary support for their excellence in transportation related 
studies. When Joe learned that a scholarship would be established in his name, 
he could not have been more pleased. His impact at UIC and in the transportation 
community was monumental. Hopefully, through this scholarship program, UTC 
can encourage students to follow in Joe’s footsteps by pursuing an active career 
in transportation. 

The Joseph DiJohn Scholarship Fund is an ongoing program, and we welcome 
any and all contributions. Checks should be made out to University of Illinois 
Foundation and mailed to the address listed below. Please direct any questions to 
Marilyn Foster Kirk at mkkirk@uic.edu. We appreciate your support.

Joseph DiJohn Scholarship Fund
Urban Transportation Center (MC 357)

University of Illinois at Chicago
412 South Peoria Street, Suite 340

Chicago, IL 60607  

Steve Schlickman



Feminist Transportation Planning

UTC continued its brown-bag 
lunch series on diversity issues 

in transportation with a presentation 
from Rebecca Geissler on February 
28. Rebecca, a Research Assistant 
and MUPP student, led an informative 
discussion with UTC students and 
staff about feminist transportation 
planning in the 21st Century. The 
following information summarizes her 
main points.

Rebecca emphasized that cities have 
traditionally been designed by men. 
In fact, 75 percent of transportation 
planners and executives are men. 
However, women now make up more 
than 45 percent of the United States 
workforce, and feminist transportation 
planning must be addressed in order to 
accommodate the growing population 
of females who use public transit. 

In the past, urban planning for women 
has tended to place an emphasis on 
families and child care. However, 
rarely do we see transportation 
planning that accommodates to women 
in general. More specifi cally, issues of 
women’s safety on public transit have 
grown in recent decades. In 2005, 64 
percent of female train riders in Tokyo 
claimed to have been  harassed  while 

on a train. Because of the danger 
presented to female passengers, 40 
percent of polled Japanese transit 
riders think that women-only cars 
are necessary to keep trains safe. In 
fact, Japan is not the only country 
implementing women-only cars in 
public transit. Some others include 
Brazil, Mexico, India, Taiwan, and the 
United Kingdom. 

Although women-only cars have not 
been implemented in our public transit 
systems, there are additional measures 
that we can take to improve feminist 
planning in transportation. Some of the 
alternatives discussed at the diversity 
lunch include: encouraging female 
education in transportation planning, 
promoting walkable spaces, planning 
for women’s safety, separating feminist 
planning from family planning when 
designing transportation systems.

Age Diversity in Transportation

On March 28, Jason Duba—also 
a Research Assistant and MUPP 

student—led a discussion about age 
diversity in transportation. As the 
population ages, there is an increased 
necessity to make transportation 
accessible for those who can no longer 
drive or travel easily. Additionally, 
transportation planners must consider 

safety precautions when planning for 
areas with high traffi c volumes of 
youth and adolescents. 

In 1969, about half of all students 
walked or bicycled to school. Today, 
fewer than 15 percent of all school 
trips are made by walking or bicycling, 
one-quarter are made on a school bus, 
and over half of all children arrive 
at school in private automobiles. 
The Federal Safe Routes to School 
(SRTS) Program was established to 
make walking and bicycling to school 
as safe, if not safer, than it was forty 
years ago. The SRTS Program makes 
funding available for a wide variety of 
programs and projects, from building 
safer street crossings to establishing 
programs that encourage children 
and their parents to walk and bicycle 
safely to school.

The discussion emphasized how 
transportation planners can no longer 
plan for transportation alone. They 
must also consider the diverse needs of 
the community and integrate various 
travel modes for better transportation 
planning.
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UTC Diversity Lunch Series

Curb extensions/bump-outs can increase 
safety by slowing traffi c and creating 
the shortest pedestrian walking distance 
across wide streets.

The use of women-only passenger cars, such as this one in Tokyo, is becoming a more 
common way to provide females with safer public transit options.
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Eve Pytel
MUPP ‘01

Eve Pytel received her master’s degree from the College of Urban Planning and 
Public Affairs in 2001 with a concentration in transportation. She is currently 

the Director of Environmental Initiatives for the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus, 
which is an association of 274 municipalities that addresses major issues that 
impact all communities, such as transportation, economic development, and af-
fordable housing. Ms. Pytel is responsible for policy direction, overall strategy 
and implementation of regional environmental initiatives. 

Prior to this position, she led the Clean Air Counts Campaign that focused on 
voluntary and quantifi able direct emissions reductions for ozone precursors. She 
is also interested in innovative fi nancing of infrastructure projects of all size. Ms. 
Pytel is the proud parent of four-year-old twins.

URBAN TRANSPORTATION CENTER

UTC’s Mission Statement:
The Urban Transportation Center 

will continue its tradition of strong 
local research and achieve national 

and international prominence to 
advance solutions for emerging 

transportation challenges.
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Chicago, IL 60607-7036

Phone: 312.996.4820
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Annual TRB Meeting and Reception

This past January, the Transportation Research Board  held its 91st Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C. The conference 
featured over 600 sessions and workshops across all transportation modes, and drew more than 11,000 transportation 

professionals from around the globe. The theme of this year’s event was “Transportation: Putting Innovation and People to 
Work,” and UTC faculty, staff, and students presented on a variety of topics, including digital directions in transportation 
information management, urban freight systems, and current environmental issues in transportation. On January 23, UTC 
faculty, students, and friends gathered at the UTC and CUPPA Alumni Association Reception to honor those who presented 
at this year’s conference.

George Krambles, former Executive Director of the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA), served the region’s transit system for 
43 years, beginning with the Chicago Rapid Transit Company in 1937. He graduated from the Electric Railroad Program at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in 1936 and was a good friend and supporter of UIC’s Urban Transportation 
Center. He was inducted into the American Public Transit Association Hall of Fame and is one of the most noted public 
transit offi cials of all time. George retired from the CTA in 1980 and passed away in 1999, leaving in his place a magnifi cent 
legacy of achievement and friendship. The scholarship program was established in 2006 to encourage students to choose 
careers in public transit, transportation planning, or railroad operations. We would like to congratulate the three students 
who were awarded the scholarships for the 2011-2012 academic year: Qin Chen, Meredith Klekotka, and Nabil Nazha.

Congratulations to George Krambles Scholarship Award Winners

Nabil Nazha
MUPP
$500

Qin Chen
Ph.D., Civil Engineering

 $1000

Meredith Klekotka
MUPP
$500
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