
On June 2nd, Governor Quinn an-
nounced that UTC will be part of 

a research team receiving funding for a 
feasibility study for 220-mph high speed 
rail serving Chicago and Champaign, 
with possible extensions to St. Louis and 
Indianapolis. 

The study will be sponsored by the Il-
linois Department of Transportation and 
UTC will partner with the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s Rail 
Transportation and Engineering Center 
(RailTEC).  The objective of the study is 
to examine alternative routes for the rail 
line and  a preliminary assessment of the 
project’s feasibility.

RailTEC will focus on examining po-
tential routes to determine the most ef-
ficient route, estimate capital and cost of 
maintenance and operation.  UTC will 
be responsible for estimating potential 
ridership along these routes.  UTC will 
examine demand for travel between the 
origin and destinations along the route 
using travel demand forecasts.  

UTC will focus on the demand for travel 
between the cities of Chicago, Cham-
paign, St. Louis, and Kankakee, and 
also focus on intra-regional demand for 
the three stops proposed for the Chicago 
area at O’Hare, downtown Chicago, and 
McCormick Place.  

As part of the scope, UTC will also look 
at potential funding sources for high 
speed rail including traditional govern-
ment financed strategies, and private-
public partnerships as a means for fund-
ing high speed rail. These strategies will 
be based on a thorough review of pre-
vious funding arrangements made for 
similar projects in Europe, Asia, and the 

United States. 

The team led by Dr. Kazuya Kawamura 
consists of UTC Executive Director 
Steve Schlickman, Drs. Paul Metaxa-
tos and Kouros Mohammadian. As 
former executive director of the RTA, 
Mr.  Schlickman brings considerable 
expertise and experience to the team in 
the area of funding large transportation 
projects.  

The UTC and UIUC team will be work-
ing together, and UTC will depend heav-
ily on the work done by the UIUC team 
to determine factors such as station loca-
tion, and track routes to assist with their 
analysis of rider potential.  

The collaboration between UTC and 
UIUC represents an important step in  
achieving UTC’s goal of collaborating 
with organizations within UIC and with 
partner universities. The collaborative 
effort allows UTC to concentrate on its 
research strengths to create a stronger 
product.  UTC hopes to build on these 
collaborative experiences to work with 
more research partners in the future. 
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It has been 9 months since I assumed 
the role of Executive Director of the 

Urban Transportation Center.   The time 
has passed in a whirlwind and we have 
made significant inroads into achieving 
our short-term goals, one of which is 
to be more inclusive in our approach to 
research.  The leveraging of resources 
through collaboration and partnerships 
is at the core of my belief to conducting 
impactful, systemic research.  We have 
taken this systemic approach toward 
developing partnerships both internally 
and externally to the UIC community.   

Internally, we have been successful in 
forging collaboration with many units 
and departments across the campus.   We 
have reached out to all seven research 
units in CUPPA and to other departments 
across the campus such as the College 
of Engineering, College of Business, 
and the School of Public Health.  We are 
excited about cultivating a healthy and 
supportive collaborative arrangement 
between the Urban Transportation Center 
and the rest of UIC.  This has resulted in 
several fruitful initiatives.   

We have teamed with The Great Cities 
Institute in submitting an application for an 
Economic Development Administration 
Grant that could result in opportunities 
to study workforce development and the 
role of transportation in facilitating that 
in the region.      

Researchers Dr. P. S. Sriraj and Dr. Paul 
Metaxatos have worked with a group 
of researchers from the College of 
Business Administration in successfully 
obtaining funding from the Dean of 
CBA to raise the research profile of the 
College of Business.  This joint venture 
highlights the interdisciplinary nature of 
transportation and we are excited about 
future possibilities in this venture.  

On the external front, I have constituted 

an advisory board for the Urban 
Transportation Center and the meeting 
of the advisory board was convened in 
May 2011.  The advisory board meeting 
provided a forum for the stakeholders 
to understand the strengths of the UTC 
and its affiliates and it allowed us to 
understand their areas of want and need.  
This mutual understanding is already 
paying dividends.     

We have been successful in acquiring 
commitments from major public agencies 
such as the Chicago Transit Authority, 
and Northern Indiana Commuter Transit 
District.  We are in discussions with 
the CTA to refine the research agenda 
for this collaboration.  We have also 
had discussions with agencies such as 
the Division of Public and Intermodal 
Transportation (DPIT), and the Illinois 
Tollway Authority to identify their areas 
of need and formulate research proposals 
to address them.    

While there are still important issues 
facing the Transportation Center that 
need to be addressed, I am confident of 
navigating them successfully with the 
help and support of not just my colleagues 
here at UTC, but also the larger UIC body 
and those from the region.
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Joe had an illustrious career as a truly 
unique ‘multimodal’ person, working 

for the airlines, railroads, and in public 
transportation; prior to his academic work 
with UTC.  Joe’s succesful career, began 
in the private sector, moved to the public 
sector, and ended in the academic world 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago.

What separated Joe from his peers (if 
there were any), was his leadership, not 
only in the public sector, but as a teacher 
and researcher.  Joe taught at UIC for 
over twenty years following a dozen 
years at Oakton Community College.  
His students were the beneficiaries of 
his dedication to teaching and remember 
him fondly as a great instructor and 
mentor.  Many of Joe’s former students 
and research assistants can attest to the 
important role Joe played in guiding them 
through their education and preparing 
them for successful careers following 
graduation.

As a researcher for UTC, Joe conducted 
research on a variety of transportation 

topics and his advice was sought by 
local, regional, and international transit 
agencies.  His most notable legacy is 
his directorship of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Support Initiative 
(METSI), where Joe led a team of student 
and faculty researchers as they conducted 
research on a variety of important topics 
for the transportation community.  

Beyond METSI, Joe was engaged with 
international organizations and led 
numerous research efforts. His career 
took him to Europe to examine bus 
performances and transit operations.  
and Joe made several trips to Bogota, 
Colombia to assess the proposed subway 
system in a study for the World Bank.

He was not only extremely versatile 
but also commanded a remarkable 
breadth of knowledge of transportation 
systems.  UTC truly benefited from his 
vast experiences through which UTC 
was able to receive funding to continue 
its research surrounding transportaton 
related topics.

UTC Saddened by Loss of Joe DiJohn (May 12, 1943 - March 19, 2011)
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Joe created a legacy in transportation 
for the Chicago region and beyond, 

and it is only fitting that we honor his 
many contributions to UTC, UIC and 
the larger transportation community.  
Accordingly, the Joseph DiJohn 
Scholarship Fund has been established 
to continue Joe’s legacy.  The fund will 
honor students with monetary support for 
their excellence in transportation related 
studies concentrating in the College 
of Urban Planning and Public Affairs 
(CUPPA).  

When Joe learned a scholarship would 
be founded in his name, he could not 
have been more pleased.  The staff and 
students of UTC and CUPPA are equally 

delighted this fund has been created.  It 
has been in existence for several months 
and is growing but as an ongoing fund 
we welcome all and any contribution. 

Checks should be made to:
Univeristy of Illinois Foundation

and mailed to
Joseph DiJohn Scholarship Fund 

Urban Transportation Center (MC 357)
University of Illinois at Chicago

412 South Peoria St., Chicago IL 60607

Please direct any qusestion regarding the 
fund to:

Marilyn Foster Kirk
Associate Vice Chancellor for Development

Office of Development
mkkirk@uic.edu

Joe DiJohn Scholarship Fund

Joe is a scholar, a transportation leader and a gentleman and life 
at UTC will simply no longer be the same."
Steve Schlickman and Siim Sööt



The UTC Seminar Series provides a forum for UTC to bring in some of the leading thinkers in the transportation indus-
trty to speak about issues concerning transportation. This Spring UTC was fortunate to host two seminar series featur-

ing Robert G. Stanley and Cal Marsella.  Both speakers focused on the changing role of transit agencies, including the 
role of the private sector  in financing and operations.  UTC will continue to host these seminar series in the future, which 
will focus on timely and provocative topics within the transportation community.  If you would like to be included in our 
seminar announcements please contact Silvia Becerra at <silabec@uic.edu>.  UTC is experimenting with online streaming 
of the seminars. For a copy of the presentations and the seminar links please visit the UTC website.

On Friday, April 22, 2011 members 
of the Urban Transportation Center 

and other members of UIC’s College of 
Urban Planning and Policy community 
had the opportunity to learn about ongo-
ing trends and shifts in mobility man-
agement from Robert G. Stanley, who 
shared the wisdom of his over 30 years of 
transportation experience.  The topic of 
Mr. Stanley’s presentation was adapting 
business models from the private sector 
and applying them to public transporta-
tion.  

Mr. Stanley is currently an independent 
consultant who has worked in both the 
public and private sectors at the regional, 
state, and federal levels.  He served as 
principal at Cambridge Systematics and 
as the Executive Director for Policy and 

Programs in the American Public Trans-
portation Association.  

His experience in both the public and 
private sectors informed his presentation 
which encouraged the adoption of pri-
vate sector techniques as a means to im-
prove the customer experience for users 
of public transit.  Mobility Management 
represents a new thinking in delivering 
public transportation that focuses on the 
user rather than the public transit agency.  

Mr. Stanley sought to answer the ques-
tion of how transit agencies will change 
over the next 10-20 years, and specifical-
ly what these agencies can do to improve 
the customer experience.  His research 
focused on changes in the private sector 
economy including the freight and airline 

industries, and the privatization methods 
undertook by London Transport.  The 
changes may offer opportunities for tran-
sit agencies to improve customer service 
while dealing with difficult funding re-
straints and socio-economic trends that 
have reduced the relevance of traditional 
transit.

Mobility Management in the 21st Century

Urban Transportation Center

On Thursday, June 2, Cal Marsella 
the former General Manager and 

Chief Executive Officer of the Denver 
Regional Transportation District spoke 
to members of the UTC community, as 
well as, leaders from Chicago’s major 
transportation agencies. Mr. Marsella’s 

seminar was sponsored by MV Trans-
portation.

Mr. Marsella spoke about his experi-
ences as a CEO for the Denver RTD, 
mainly focusing on their successful 
implementation of the FasTracks Plan 
which will create 122 miles on new 
light rail and commuter rail, 18 miles 
of Bus Rapid Transit, new park-n-rides, 
enhanced bus network and transit hubs 
and the redevelopment of Denver’s 
Union Station.  

Mr. Marsella also spoke on shifting 
operations of bus and rail routes from 
the public sector, to service purchased 
through competitive contracting. He 
spoke on how these goals were accom-
plished during his tenure in Denver 

and finished his presentation by giving 
some specific advice for the Chicago 
area.

In order to gain the funding required 
for its capital projects for Denver’s 
FasTracks Plan, Mr. Marsella utilized 
innovative financing techniques com-
bining federal funds with private capi-
tal. The first leg of the FasTracks Plan 
is known as the T-REX Project. T-REX 
was funded through a Design-Build 
contract where a private entity was 
contracted to both design and construct 
the corridor.  The project was complet-
ed on budget and 22 months ahead of 
its original schedule.  Denver’s future 
transit plans will also rely on private 
public partnerships for construction, 
maintenance, and operation.

 Running Public Transit as a Business

UTC Seminar Series

Robert G. Stanley

Cal Marsella
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On June 3, 2011 the 2011 Transport 
Chicago Conference was held at the 

American Dental Association building, 
in Chicago. The annual conference 
was first held in 1986 and serves as an 
opportunity for Chicago’s transportation 
community to share experiences, make 
connections, and examine new trends 
in transportation for the region.   This 
year’s conference featured keynote 
speaker Robert Prince, former General 
Manager of the Massachusetts Bay 
Transportation Agency.  Mr. Prince is 
currently involved in national transit 
issues focused on bringing transportation 
systems into a state of good repair, the 
development of BRT, security analyses 
and new-systems operation start-up.  
 
The Lunch Plenary was hosted by former 
General Manager and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Denver Regional 

Transportation District Clarence William 
Marsella.

Former UTC research assistants Mark 
Minor, Jason Saavedra, Sarah Sherburn, 
and Ryan Richter served on the Transport 
Chicago Board, helping to plan the event 
and ensure it had a wide variety of strong 
presenters on a variety of important 
transportation topics.

Some of these presenters were UTC 
alumni. Daniel Miodonski presented 
during the session titled “Pedal Power,” 
about a project he completed for the 
Glenbard school district determining  
whether students had safe routes to 
schools, or whether they should be 
eligible for bus service due to hazardous 
conditions for their walk. Mr. Miodonski 
used a point system created by IDOT 
to determine whether schools qualified 
for reimbursement for providing 
students a bus ride, in order to prevent 
them from having a hazardous walk to 
school.  His presentation not only rated 
the hazard level of routes to school, but 
made suggestions for infrastructure 
improvements to alleviate the hazards.  

Hersh Singh, also a UTC alumnus,  
examined potential transit demand  as 
part of a market analysis for the Suburban 

Cook and Eastern DuPage Counties. His 
study Made use of data from the  2007-
2008 CMAP Household Travel  survey.
The research highlighted areas where 
potential transit users are under served 
with the goal of focusing future service  
for non-traditional markets.

Professor Kazuya Kawamura presented 
for his former students Ethan Halpern-
Givens and Cara Bader on the topic of 
freight. Halpern-Givens explored new 
techniques to evaluate the benefits of 
infrastructure changes on the freight 
industry and how these can affect the 
larger economy.  Bader’s poster created 
a visual map of  how changes in freight 
policy or infrastructure can have benefits 
that accrue from the reorganization of 
industry clusters impacted by the freight 
industry and the technological changes 
that can occur as a result of these changes.  

Summer 2011
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CTA is currently in the planning 
stages of creating pilot BRT projects 

throughout the city, to assess their 
feasibility as a larger network.  BRT 
offers a lower-cost alternative to light rail 
by utilizing existing infrastructure.  BRT 

has the opportunity to provide transit 
users with faster travel times by allowing 
buses to bypass traffic using bus-only 
lanes, skipping stops, and utilizing signal 
preemption to reduce the amount of time 
buses spending picking up and dropping 
off passengers, and increasing the speed 
at which buses are able to operate.

Recently, UTC researchers P.S. Sriraj,  
Paul Metaxatos, Rebecca Geissler, 
and Arnold Kasemsarn completed an 
economic assessment of CTA’s pilot Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) project for a portion 
of the Jeffrey Boulevard bus line.  The 
results of UTC’s analysis will aid CTA as 
they assess the pilot program and make 
decisions to potentially expand the pilot 

into a larger BRT network for Chicago.  
The study summarized the current market 
conditions along the Jeffrey Corridor 
between 67th and 83rd Street.  UTC 
analyzed the population living within 
the corridor focusing on their income 
and spending patterns, and populations 
who may increase their travel to the 
corridor as a result of greater access due 
to BRT.  UTC also completed a literature 
review of previous BRT projects.  The 
studies conducted by UTC will be used 
by CTA to assess the economic impact 
of BRT lanes and educate the business 
community and the public to the benefits 
of bus route enhancements.

UTC Assesses the Economic Development Potential of Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)

Some of the buses along the Jeffrey 
Corridor will run as Bus Rapid Transit as 
part of a pilot program designed by CTA.  

Transport Chicago Offers Forum to Discuss Transportation Trends in Chicago Area

Daniel Midonski discusses his work in 
assessing safe routes to schools

Hersh Singh and Janine Farzine discuss 
transit markets in suburban areas



I am glad to announce the appointment 
of Dr. P. S. Sriraj as Director of 

Metropolitan Transportation Support 
Initiative (METSI), starting March 16, 
2011.  Dr. Sriraj has been at UTC since 
2000 and has built a strong research 
record in the areas of public transportation 
systems, stakeholder participation, and 
equity issues in transportation including 
transportation for the disadvantaged.  Dr. 
Sriraj takes over the responsibility of 

directing METSI following the demise 
of Joe DiJohn.  

I  am  also delighted to announce the 
appointment of Dr. Paul Metaxatos 
as Associate Director for Research 
Programs effective April 2011.  
Dr. Metaxatos has been with the 
Transportation Center since 1997 and 
has developed a national reputation as a 
renowned transportation modeler, with 

interests in statistical modeling, data 
development, and transportation and 
land use.  

I wish both Drs. Sriraj and Metaxatos 
the very best and am sure that with their 
support, we will be able to move the 
Center in the right direction and to newer 
heights.     
     
Steve Schlickman, Executive Director, UTC

UTC Meets with Advisory Board

On Thursday June 9th, members 
of UTC met with the newly 

constituted board of advisors to 
reaffirm the relationship of UTC 
with its sponsors, highlight its goals, 
and have the opportunity to engage 
in a dialologue with stakeholders, 
allowing UTC to better understand 
and serve the interests and needs of 
its sponsors.  The meeting took place 
at CMAP headquarters and consisted 
of a presentation from UTC Executive 
Director Steve Schlickman with a 
question and answer session following.  

A variety of transportation leaders 
attended the meeting including 
representatives from the Regional 
Transit Authority, IDOT, PACE, 
CDOT, CMAP, the FHWA, the FTA, 
and representatives of the collar 
counties.  

Steve Schlickman’s presentation 
focused on the role of UTC within 
UIC’s College of Urban Planning and 

Policy, its role within the transportation 
community, and its connections to 
other disciplines with an eye towards 
addressing the challenges and 
opportunities facing not only Chicago 
but all great cities.  

Mr. Schlickman emphasized the multi-
disciplinary nature of UTC’s research.  
None of the urban planning disciplines 
exist in isolation, and transportation 
issues both affect and are affected by 
factors such as land use, economic 
development, health planning, and 
community development.  Transit 
cannot thrive without land use 
that  fosters transit use. An efficient 
transportation system can create 
economic growth in metropolitan 
areas, while asissting community 
development through increased jobs 
access.   Designing walkable, bikeable, 
transit oriented communities can 
promote better health through 
encouraging more exercise.

UTC’s position within the planning 
community of UIC allows it to 
collaborate with experts from these 
disciplines to do research that 
encompasses the multi-faceted goals  
of urban planners. Mr. Schlickman 
encouraged the board to consider the 
broader research areas UTC can address 
working in conjunction within CUPPA, 
UIC or partner universities, such as in 
the case of UTC’s upcoming study of 
high speed rail with the University of 
Illinois Urbana-Champaign.  

Likewise, the research conducted by 
UTC can be useful to a number of its 
sponsor organizations specializing in 
transportation or other areas of urban 
planning.  Following Mr. Schlickman’s 
presentation a lively discussion 
followed revolving around the ideas 
expressed in the presentation, and areas 
of interest to the sponsors.  

Urban Transportation Center

From L to R: Grace Gallucci, Joe Costello, LeAnne Redden, Marisol Simon,  P.S. Sriraj, and 
Jamy Lyne
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From L to R: David Seglin, Chris Snyder 
and Keith Sherman

Faculty Announcements    



UTC congratulates the graduates from the Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 semesters for their hard 
work and determination. We wish them great success in all their future endeavors.

Student, Degree Title, Advisor Employer
Fall 2010 Graduates

Ethan Halpern-Givens
MUPP

Thesis: Evaluating the Economic Impact of Improvements in 
Freight Infrastructure:  An Input-Output Approach

Advisor: Dr. Kazuya Kawamura

Assistant Supervision Analyst, 
Federal Reserve Bank of Chicago

Danielle Inendino
MUPP

Project:  Staying Connected: Senior Pedestrian Improvement 
Plan for the 36th Ward

Advisor: Dr. Kazuya Kawamura

Legislative Aide, Chicago City 
Council

Meghan Mattingly 
MUPP

Thesis: Measuring and Assessing Perceptions of Success in a 
Transit Agency Stakeholder Involvement Program

Advisor: Dr. P.S. Sriraj

Independent Consultant, Dar es 
Salaam, Tanzania at Independent 
International Development 

Daniel Miodonski 
MUPP

Project: Glenbard Hazardous Walking Conditions Study

Advisor: Dr. Kazuya Kawamura

Planner, Sam Schwartz Engineer-
ing

Minyan Ruan
PhD-Civil and Materials 
Engineering

Dissertation: Investigation of National and Regional Freight 
Data Needs and Urban Freight Delivery Patterns

Advisor: Dr. Jie Lin

Transportation Modeler, Pima 
Association of Governments, 
Arizona

Jillian Tenebrini
MUPP

Project: An Economic Revitalization Strategy for the Lake 
Zurich Industrial Park

Advisor: Dr. Moira Zellner

Economic Development Assis-
tant, Village of Lake Zurich

Nilay Yavuz
PhD-Public Administration

Dissertation: Understanding Citizens’ Adoption of New Tech-
nologies Used in Delivery of Public Service and Information

Advisor: Dr. Eric Welch

Faculty, Middle East Technical 
University, Turkey

Spring 2011 Graduates
Cara Bader
MUPP

Thesis: Evaluating the Value-Chain of Freight Trucking: 
Industry Cluster Analysis and Field of Influence

Advisor: Dr. Kazuya Kawamura
Julianne Burling
MUPP

Project: Wyoming and California: Analysis of Urban Policy 
and Planning in Regards to the Gender Wage Gap in the 
Worst and Best States

Advisor: Dr. Brenda Parker

Economic Development Plan-
ner, IDOT Division of Public and 
Intermodal Transportation office 
in Chicago

Scott Figler
MUPP

Project: A GIS-Based Site Selection for “Wind for Schools” 
Turbines in Illinois

Advisor: Dr. P.S. Sriraj

GIS Consultant, Jones Lang 
LaSalle

Jennifer Hale
MUPP

Project: Public Transportation Bus Transfer Center Design: A 
Best Practices Guide for DPIT (Division of Public and Inter-
modal Transportation) Staff and Grantees

Advisor: Dr. Kheir Al-Kodmany

Economic Development Plan-
ner, IDOT Division of Public and 
Intermodal Transportation office 
in Chicago

Sarah Sherburn
MUPP

Project: Planning for Severe Weather in Public Transit Opera-
tions

Advisor: Dr. Kazuya Kawamura

Business Analyst, Greater Cleve-
land Regional Transit Authority

Summer 2011
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Urban Transportation Center

UTC is pleased to announce that Pre 
Doctoral Fellow Caitlin Cottrill has 

been awarded a $4,000 scholarship from 
the Helene M. Overly Memorial Schol-
arship.  This scholarship is awarded by 
the Women’s Transportation Seminar 
for women who are pursuing graduate 
studies in a transportation related field.  
The WTS is a national organization with 
chapters across the United States.  

The Chicago chapter has been active for 
25 years, with members representing a 
broad sampling of transportation issues 
from private and public agencies work-
ing in rail, freight and highway.  The 
organization offers not only financial 
assistance but also mentoring to guide 
young women interested in obtaining a 
career in transportation.  The organiza-
tion was founded in 1977 and has ex-
panded to 45 chapters including Canada 
and Great Britain affiliated with over 
4,000 transportation professionals.  

Caitlin Cottrill Receives the Helene M. Overly Scholarship

Upcoming UTC Event

Conference: Rebuilding the North American Economy Together– Driving a New Era in Canada and U.S. Relations

Hosted by: Urban Transportation Center, College of Urban Planning and Public Affairs, University of Illinois at Chicago

Date and Location: Wednesday, October 12, 2011 at the University of Illinois at Chicago, UIC Forum

This day-long conference will focus on bi-national economic relationships and business opportunities in the new 
economy between the United States and Canada. The target audience will include representation from Canadian and 

U.S. firms involved in business development, transportation and logistics.

David Kralik received his master’s degree from the College of Urban Planning 
and Public Affairs in 2003 with concentrations in transportation and community 

development.  He currently works as the Department Head for Long Range Planning 
in the Division of Capital and Strategic Planning at Metra Commuter Rail in Chicago. 

He has been with Metra since 2002; his responsibilities include overseeing Metra 
involvement in corridor planning studies, including managing alternatives analysis 
studies and other planning activities to support the proposed STAR Line, SouthEast 
Service, UP-W Upgrade, and UP-NW Upgrade projects.  David also coordinates 
Metra’s role in station area planning studies.  David and his staff serve as technical 
advisors to land use, redevelopment, and transportation improvement studies going 
on throughout the Northeastern Illinois region that impact Metra commuters and/or 
Metra operations.  This has included nearly 30 studies in the past two years alone.  
David lives in Oak Park with his wife and two children.David Kralik

MUPP, CUPPA-UTC ‘03

Alumni Update

Caitlin Cottrill


