
The 90th Annual Meeting of the Trans-
portation Research Board (TRB) was 

held in Washington D.C. from January 
23rd to the 27th, 2011.  Over the course 
of the week UTC researchers, students, 
and affiliated faculty presented a total of 
twenty papers in the areas of transporta-
tion for the disadvantaged, public trans-
portation systems planning, and factors 
affecting freight movement.

Professors Sriraj and Welch along with 
Mr. Figler, a UTC Research Assistant, 
examined the factors impacting bus 
loyalty for CTA bus users.  Professor 
Thakuriah shared results from her on-
going work regarding the Job-Access-
Reverse-Commute Program as well as 
the New Freedom Initiative.  Professor 
Thakuriah also collaborated with UTC 
alumna Dr. Lei Tang in analyzing the 
impact of real-time transit information 
on ridership.  Professors Kawamura and 
Mohammadian investigated business 
factors affecting modal choice for 
shipping freight.

The efficient movement of freight has a 
large impact on congestion, efficiency, 
and the economic success of urban areas.  

Professor Lin and UTC alumna Dr. Ruan 
proposed a method to more accurately 
study the travel patterns of commercial 
vehicles and assist planners in creating an 
environment that will facilitate efficient 
urban commercial movements.

While Lin and Ruan’s research focused 
on commercial vehicles, Mohammadian 
and Auld’s paper examined the decision-
making process of drivers in planning 
trips.  They examined the impact of 
scheduling constraints to more accurately 
model driving behavior.

Professors Kawamura and Sriraj exam-
ined the relationship of freight move-
ments to the built environment.  The built 
environment affects more than freight in 
urban areas.  Professor Metaxatos inves-
tigated built environment factors that in 
addition to individual factors affect  obe-
sity patterns in urban areas.

All UTC presentations were well re-
ceived by the national and international 
TRB audience bringing recognition to 
the Center and paving the way for future 

opportunities.  Apart from these valuable 
contributions, UTC faculty also contin-
ued their active role in several of the TRB 
Committees that shape the research agen-
da for the next year and into the future.

The TRB Conference was not all work 
as UTC continued its annual tradition 
of hosting a reception at the Washing-
ton Hilton for its increasing number of 
friends. The reception gave members of 
UTC an opportunity to interact with a 
great number of researchers, profession-
als and industry leaders outside of for-
mal presentations, and for UTC alumni 
to share their success stories in their post 
UTC life.  Dean of the College of Urban 
Planning and Affairs, (CUPPA)  Profes-
sor Mike Pagano introduced the new 
UTC Executive Director Steve Schlick-
man.  Mr. Schlickman talked about his 
vision for UTC and invited the support 
of the public and private sector as well 
as that of the UTC alumni to help UTC 
advance its goals.  The evening ended 
with food and drinks helping everyone 
in attendance to unwind at the end of a 
hectic day.
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UTC Executive Director Steve Schlickman (left) speaks to the guests at the 
annual UTC reception. 
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After accepting the position as the 
Executive Director of the Urban 

Transportation Center (UTC) but before I 
started on November 1, I was approached 
by a prominent business leader active in 
advancing transportation initiatives. I 
asked him if he would like to advise me 
in my new role. He demurred and asked 
me why I took this position. I guess he 
felt that after my over 30 year career in 
public transportation I should aspire to a 
position of greater eminence. 

Personally I feel that this late in my career 
is the best time to make such a move 
when I still have the energy to help create 
a workforce of young transportation 
professionals who will have the ability 
to surpass the achievements of the 
generation they are succeeding. That is a 
lasting contribution that will keep adding 
value well into the future.

When the chance presented itself to 
apply for this position, after eleven years 
of teaching as an adjunct, it was a dream 
opportunity, though I must admit that I 
had some trepidation. I was cautioned 
about the insular world of academia 
and its legions of doctoral egos. After 
four months on the job, the opposite 
seems to be the case in the CUPPA and 
among the UTC affiliated faculty from 
other colleges such as Engineering and 
Business Administration. 

My years of teaching as an adjunct taught 
me that I would be working with smart 
and serious graduate students. Now I 
know that I also have fellow faculty who 
are committed to not only training our 
future transportation professionals, but 
who are also committed to collaborative 
research that will achieve one of the 
goals of the University: “To address the 
challenges and opportunities facing not 
only Chicago but all Great Cities of the 
21st century, as expressed by our Great 
Cities Commitment.” 

I don’t believe I have entered an ivory 
tower of academic elitism. I feel that I am 
in a practical laboratory that is working to 

achieve positive urban evolution. Rather 
than leaving the real world challenges of 
my past, I feel that I have the opportunity 
to be on the leading edge of addressing 
pressing urban challenges. And I have 
discovered that I can do so not just 
in the discipline of transportation but 
in collaboration with practitioners 
who represent the many other urban 
development disciplines who can work 
together to develop multifaceted solutions 
to solve complex urban problems.

When I was Executive Director of the 
Regional Transportation Authority 
(RTA), we had a task order contract with 
UTC which we utilized to provide needed 
research on such matters as the financial 
impact of the Senior Free Rides program. 
That led to the legislative recasting of the 
program to restrict it to seniors of limited 
means and saving the transit systems tens 
of millions in lost revenue. 

I did not know that through that contract I 
also had access to the research capabilities 
of the Voorhees Center, the Center for 
Urban Economic Development (CUED), 
the Survey Research Laboratory, and the 
Great Cities Institutes as well experts 
in engineering, computer science, 
public administration, and business 
administration. If I had known that I 
would have thought more broadly about 
applying that task order contract to tap 
these other disciplines. 
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METSI Director Joe DiJohn retired 
from UIC and UTC on March 1, 

2011 after more than a dozen years of 
meritorious service. Joe started as an 
Adjunct in CUPPA back in 1988.  His 
association with UTC started in 1998 as 
a Research Professor. As an Adjunct, he 
developed and taught a graduate course in 
Transportation Management in the Urban 
Planning and Policy program which 
benefited many students over the last 13 
years. In 1999 he was named the Director 
of the Metropolitan Support Initiative 
(METSI), a program sponsored by the 
Illinois Department of Transportation.

As METSI Director, Joe led UTC staff   
and students in transportation research 
and in the provision of technical assistance 
and education in the areas of public transit 
planning and operation, freight analysis, 
congestion management and pricing and 
public private partnerships.  Joe has been 
a mentor and role model to his staff and 
students and has provided key support 
within UTC for all of its research efforts, 
beyond his METSI leadership. Joe 
has been a fixture at UTC over the last 
decade and his presence, sense of humor, 
and counsel will be dearly missed.  We 
wish him the very best.Joe DiJohn
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The American Society of Civil Engi-
neers (ASCE) Illinois Chapter host-

ed its monthly luncheon in January and 
the guest of honor was UTC Executive 
Director, Steve Schlickman.  

The opportunity to benefit from his 
wealth of knowledge and experience and 
to know more about his new role as Ex-
ecutive Director had prompted the Illi-
nois Chapter to invite him as the featured 
speaker.  

Steve addressed the gathering of engi-
neers, public agency officials from the 
RTA, Metra, the Chicago Department of 
Transportation, etc., and others about the 
numerous strengths of UTC and UIC as 
well as the possibilities for new opportu-
nities for those in the audience to benefit 
from potential partnerships with UTC.  

The luncheon was attended by UTC’ers 
Dr. Paul Metaxatos, Sriraj, and Ms. Lise 
Dirks.  The Dean of CUPPA, Michael 
Pagano also graced the occasion.

Steve Schlickman Forges Ties with the ASCE

Steve Schlickman addresses members 
of the ASCE including engineers and 
public agency officials.

For example, the spatial separation of 
housing and job locations drives the 
cost of extending transit to connect the 
two. Thus we developed a housing and 
job location plank for the RTA strategic 
plan. That plank may have been better 
informed if we had tapped not only UTC, 
but also Voorhees and CUED for their 
input. 

Actually this revelation is a challenge 
for the various units in CUPPA and other 
associated colleges. By not presenting 
to existing and potential sponsors our 
collective services, we are missing the 
opportunity of greater collaboration to 

work together in a multifaceted manner 
more effectively serving the urban 
community. Fortunately, many of my 
colleagues agree with this assessment. 
My excitement of being in UTC is 
heightened by the potential of forming 
partnerships across disciplines to help 
create a university that is truly greater 
than the sum of its parts.

I am also grateful to be inheriting a 
great group of committed individuals 
who work full time in UTC. We have 
an effective core team of researchers 
in Doctors Paul Metaxatos and P. S. 
Sriraj, and Senior Associate Lise Dirks. 

Equally important to the team is the 
UTC support staff: Associate Director 
for Business and Finance Vanessa Smith, 
Program Coordinator Silvia Becerra, IT 
Specialist George Yanos, and Program 
Coordinator Belinda Burgess. My only 
regret is that I have not been able to 
work with a mainstay of the UTC, Joe 
DiJohn, Director of METSI, who retired 
on March 1. Since 1998 Joe has been 
chiefly responsible for the UTC’s core 
financial support and a great producer of 
important research. Around this team and 
its affiliated partners within CUPPA and 
other UIC colleges we will build a UTC 
of national and international reputation.

Director’s Message 
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Sponsored by URS, McDonough As-
sociates and other private donors, the 

Urban Transportation Center held its an-
nual holiday party at Blackie’s restaurant 
in the South Loop. An impressive list 
of invitees from public agencies includ-
ing IDOT, ISTHA, RTA, CTA, Metra 
and Pace attended this hugely success-
ful event on a rather cold Chicago week-
night.

 An equally exciting academic participa-
tion included UIC faculty members and 
UTC students and staff. Mike Pagano, 

Dean of UIC’s College of Planning and 
Urban Affairs brought the jovial gather-
ing into a standing ovation when he in-
troduced Steve Schlickman, UTC’s new 
Executive Director. 

The evening continued in a relaxed and 
friendly atmosphere and ended with ev-
erybody offering best holiday wishes. 
Many of the guests called UTC the next 
day to express their appreciation for the 
wonderful event the night before and 
shared their enthusiasm about the good 
fortunes awaiting UTC.

Vonu Thakuriah (L to R), Kouros 
Mohammadian and Paul Metaxatos 
enjoy a chance to relax and socialize 
outside of the office.

UTC Holiday Party

Faculty, staff, and research assistants 
of the UTC held a retreat to focus on 

its direction and mission in light of the 
new leadership with Steve Schlickman 
assuming the office as the Executive 
Director. The objective of the retreat was 
two-fold: (1) to have an open discussion 
about the state of UTC in the form of 
a Strength, Weakness, Opportunities, 
and Threats (SWOT) analysis and (2) 

to emerge with a renewed mission and 
vision statements.  Apart from the core 
UTC staff and students, the retreat was 
attended by UTC’s affiliated faculty; 
Peter Nelson, Dean of the College of 
Engineering; Eric Welch, Dapartment of 
Public Affairs; Ouri Wolfson, Computer 
Science; and Tim Johnson, Survery 
Reasearch Lab.  The retreat served as 
an opportunity for UTC and its affiliates 
to think strategically about positioning 
itself in the best possible situation in 
the context of a changing socio-political 
landscape in the state and in the nation. 
More importantly, the retreat created 
a forum for self evaluation and an 
opportunity to refine UTC’s research 
goals as it moves forward.

Steve Schlick man led the group and 
served as the facilitator for the SWOT 
analysis.  The group of approximately 
twenty faculty, staff and students 

collaborated in small groups to discuss the 
strengths, weak nesses, opportunities and 
threats facing UTC. These discussions led 
to the identification of strategies that will 
result in UTC maintaining its leadership 
role in the region, while seeking oppor-
tunities to grow as a national and inter-
national leader in transportation research. 
The group also discussed the importance 
of exploring opportunities to work with 
other research units within CUPPA and 
across the campus, to collaborate and 
expand into new and innovative areas of 
research.

The retreat resulted in the creation of a 
new mission and vision statement for 
UTC. The half-day event infused the 
assembly with new ideas, renewed vigor, 
and a sense of camaraderie that will serve 
UTC well in the months and years to 
come. 

UTC research assistants L to R: 
Arnold Kasemsarn, Katharine 
Rovinsky and Michael Alvino

The Urban Transportation Center will continue its tradition of strong local research 
and achieve national and international prominence to advance solutions for 

emerging transportation challenges.
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